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Columbus Lions Celebrate 75th Anniversary 
By PDG Terry Weldin 

Those Lions and guests who ventured out on a cool 
and rainy night to the Columbus Lions Clubs 75th 
Anniversary Celebration were richly rewarded. 

It was great to see PDG Mel Greene and Lion 
Laura Greene for the PDGs among those gathered 
to celebrate. The food was excellent at Rowdy’s Rustic 
Moose Lodge and Lion President David Holmes saw 
that the Columbus Lions were excellent hosts. 

The musical entertainment, provided by the Colum-
bus High School Jazz Band, was enjoyed by everyone 
one in the facility. Many of the members of the jazz 
group are past participants in Kansas Lions State Band 
Camp, including their instructor.

Columbus Lions Mark Winter and Larry Hiatt 
shared some of the highlights of the early days of the 
club including the tornado that had occurred in Co-
lumbus just before the charter night. 

DG Dwayne Willis congratulated the Columbus 
Lions and emphasized the strong tie between the Co-
lumbus Lions Club and the local school system over 
the 75 years since the start of the club.  

IPDG Gene Allen briefly addressed the group with 
emphasis on the varied projects over the years. Zone 
Chair  Marla Larison was a part of the program as 
well and had a unique perspective as her father Lion 
Edgar Bull was a long-time member of the Columbus 
Lions club before this death. Her comments reflected 

the experiences she had and how she appreciated the 
service provided to her father by the Columbus Lions 
Club.

Columbus Lions made a $100 donation to the Spot 
screener supplies fund at the end of the evening. The 
check was presented to PDG Terry Weldin. Columbus 
Lions were among the first clubs to contribute to the 
fund, which allows us to purchase another SPOT Vi-
sion Screener soon. 

The Columbus Lions have screened nearly 1,000 
students this school year using the SPOT Vision 
Screener.

Past presidents  were recognized at the Columbus Lions anniversary celebration. 

The Colombus High School Jazz Band provided 
muscial entertainment at the Colombus Lions Club 
anniversary celebration. 

Photos courtesy of Lion Machelle Smith



MD 17-N Leadership 2015-2016
 District Governor 1st Vice Governor 2nd Vice Governor
 Dwayne Willis Marge Zakoura-Vaughan Indra Phillips
 312 West Durst 9016 Boxthorn 10609 East Fawn Grove
 Moundridge, KS 67107 Wichita, KS 67226 Wichita, KS 67207
 620-345-8168/620-747-0064 316-684-3256/316-210-4171 316-612-3448
 drwillis10@yahoo.com marge@zakoura-vaughan.net indrajit610@hotmail.com

For a complete list of Lions leaders at the state and district level, see the Multiple  
District 17-Kansas Directory online at www.kansaslions.org.  Click on the words 
“membership directory.” The username is kslions; the password is dirmd17.

District 17-K website is: www.kansaslionsdistrict17-n.org

Four Kansas Lions, representing District A and N 
attended the Advanced Lions Leadership Institute, 
held at Lions International Headquarters in Oak 
Brook, Ill., in November. 

Pictured above, from left, are Indra Phillips, Second 
Vice District Governor in District N, Patrick Laham, 
zone chair and Diabetes Awareness Chair for District 
N, Deb Weaverling, Second Vice District Governor in 
District A and Paul Drush, Zone Chair in District A. 

Kansas Lions Paul Drush and Patrick Laham vis-
ited the International President’s office during 
their trip to LCI Headquarters. Notice the curtain 
of origami cranes

District leaders attend Advanced Lions Leadership Institute

by First VDG Marge Zakoura-Vaughan 
Mark your calendars! Save the Date!   What better 

way to beat the winter doldrums than heading out to 
the Four Points Sheraton Hotel and Convention Cen-
ter in Manhattan, Kansas with your fellow Lions.  The 
Third State Council Meeting and Mid-Winter Rally 
will be on January 15, 16, and 17,  2016.   

Find out if you’re a Peacock or a Penguin, with a 
rousing performance of  “A Peacock in the Land of 
Penguins” on Friday night.  Events on Saturday in-
clude a presentation by  Rick Dystra with “AH KAN-
SAS” in Pictures.  Join in recognizing our Leos and 

our Peace Poster Contest winners during the Saturday 
luncheon.   

Enjoy a banquet with International Director Robert 
Littlefield and Lion Kathy of Fargo, North Dakota.  

Make a New Year’s resolution and come plan a year 
of service to your community.  Enjoy the great ame-
nities of the Sheraton.  Eat good food and kick back a 
little. Spend time with your fellow Lions.   

DG Dwayne Willis, 2ndVDG Indra Phillips and I 
will the be there and we hope you will be too.  This is 
an event for every Kansas Lion!  

Registration form on the next page.

Plan to attend Mid-Winter Rally in Manhattan
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2016 MD-17 Mid-Winter Rally
January 15-17

FouR Points sheRaton
530 Richards Dr • Manhattan, KS

785-539-5311
ReGistRation anD MeaL ReseRVation FoRM

Registration (all attendees except Leos must pay)  _______  @$6  __________

Friday Dinner Friday 6:30 pm
 ItalIan Buffet    _______  tickets @18  __________  

saturday Lunch saturday 11:45 am 
 MexIcan Buffet    _______ tickets @ 15  __________

Banquet saturday 6:30 pm  _______ tickets @19  __________
 PrIMe rIB or SalMon (circle choice)

OR MeaL Package (all 3 meals & registration fee)  _______  tickets @58  __________

  Total     __________

Lion(s), Leo(s), guest: ________________________________________________________________________

Mailing address: ____________________________________________________________________________

Phone: _______________________________ email: _______________________________________________  

Lions/Leo Club    _______________________________   District :       K   A   N
                                                                                                                                                                 (circle one)
               

 Final date for meal reservations:
         JANUARY 8, 2016
                                                                   
                

 Final date for room reservations:
 JANUARY 2, 2016
 (Reserve a room by calling 785-539-5311)

Make meal checks payable to: Mid-Winter Rally
 (all meals must be reserved).

Mail reservations to:
Bud Gillispie 
1414 Givens Road
Manhattan, KS 66503
E-mail:  kayg7@cox.net  
C – 785-532-8611 
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The Bel Aire Lions Club has been busy in the past 
several months, hosting the Kansas Lions Sight Foun-
dation Mobile Screening Unit at the Bel Aire Fall  
Festival and more recently, sponsoring Taste of Italy,  
a fundraising dinner. 

Taste of Italy is one of the annual fundraisers for the 
club. With proceeds from the event, the club works 
with the schools in Bel Aire,  earning a Good Apple 
Award from USD 259. The club has funded the pur-
chase of a defibrillator for the community swimming 
pool and has two body cameras for the safety depart-
ment.  

Leah Rosales, a junior at Northeast Magnet High 

Club News & Notes
Share what’s happening in your club with Lions across the district by sending articles and  

pictures to rfunke3@cox.net.  Deadline for the next newsletter is December 28. 

Bel Aire Lions making an impact in community
School, provided musical entertainment at the Taste 
of Italy.  Leah recently performed with The National 

Honor Orchestra 
at The Grand 
Ole Opry. The 
Orchestra is ap-
proximately 150 
students chosen 
by audition. 
Three of the stu-
dents were from 
Kansas.  Leah is 
sponsored in part 
by the Bel Aire 
Lions. 

With 97 entries from students at Augusta Middle 
School, the Peace Poster Contest 
was a successful venture for Au-
gusta Lions Club. 

Lion Lorraine Stockwell, Au-
gusta Lions Club’s Peace Poster 
Chair, contacted Johnna Smith, 
Augutsa Middle School art teach-
er, shortly after school started, 

providing the rules and theme “Share Peace” for this 
year’s Lions Club International 
Peace Poster Contest.  Local 
judging was by members of the 
Augusta Club. The winning 
poster was submitted for judg-
ing at the District 17-N Cabinet 
meeting, held in Humbolt on 
November 14.

Augusta hosts successful Peace Poster Contest
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Dr Guthrie spoke on recent advances in diabetes 
research, and how to keep A1C levels within range 
during the holiday season.

Pictured left to right:  Big Lion President John Reid, 
District N Diabetes Awareness Chair Patrick Laham, 
Dr. Richard Guthrie, and Lion Fe Vorderlandwehr.

 Lions International President Jitsuhiro Yamada has 
asked Lions of the world to Engage our Youth. Three 
boys from the Augusta Senior High School contacted 

the Augusta 
Lions to volun-
teer for at least 
6 hours each 
of Community 
Service, before 
December 6th 
to complete an 
English Class 
assignment.   
Each young 
man is involved 
in at least two 
sports.   So 
far, the boys 
have worked 
together to 
produce post-
ers of thanks 
and recognition 
for two of our 

sponsors at the Annual Christmas tree lot and and also 
flyers for the same event.  

Pictured from left to right: PDG Bill Kincaid, 
Jayden Reynolds, Nolan Riley, Jake Beck and Augusta 
Lions Club Secretary, Merle Laham.

The Augusta Lions are one busy club. – and they 
have a good PR agent in the person of Lion Merle 
Latham who generously shares her time and talent. 

Here’s some of the club’s November activities: 
Dr. John Black, Superintendent of the Augusta 

Schools, spoke to Lions Club on Tuesday, November 
17.  He shared many 
of the new programs 
with the members 
of the club.  Watch 
DOGS (Dads of 
Great Students) 
at Ewalt, STEM 
at Lincoln, and 
Zero hour at Gar-
field.  Robinson is 
concentrating on 
GOOD manners.  
The number one 
goal is college and 
career readiness. Dr. 
Black is impressed 

with the youth of Augusta.  “The students of Augusta 
succeed as adults.”

In recognition of Diabetes Awareness Month in 
November, the Augusta Lions Club sponsored a pro-
gram  on Tuesday, November 3.  Our honored guests 

were Lion Fe Vorderlandwehr, Director of the Wichita 
Branch of the American Diabetes Association, and Dr. 
Richard Guthrie, world-renowned diabetes specialist.   

Augusta Lions hear school superintendent
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Club challenge: Sponsor a vision screening 
The goal of the Kansas Lions Sight Foundation is to 
provide FREE vision screening services to each fam-
ily of those 44,000 live births that occur every year in 
Kansas. Indications of vision problems can begin as 
early as 6 months of age and Lions KidSight USA: 
Community Vision Screening for Children wants 
Lions Clubs to seek out children from 6 months to 
6 years of age. This age range provides the early de-
tection and opportunity for treatment of certain eye 
conditions that are correctible so that the children can 
develop into young adults that can live in Harmony 
and share in the Humanity of successful living that we 
all desire. 

As Co-Chair of District N Child Vision Screen-
ing I expect that before the end of Lions Year 2015-
2016 we will be able to report more than a half dozen 
screening instruments being used to screen children in 
our wonderful District N. PDG Terry Weldin, weldi-
cat@hotmail.com or call 620-490-1461.

The theme for Lions Year 2015-2016 selected by In-
ternational President Dr. Jitsuhiro Yamada is Dignity, 
Harmony, Humanity. Each Lions Club in District N 
can start out the calendar year by seeking out oppor-
tunities to provide free vision screening for children 
in their community. Helping children to see clearly 
provides them with the Dignity/confidence to com-
pete fairly with other children that they do developing 
physically and socially.  

Statistics tell us that 1 in 20 newborn children has 
the potential for having an undetected vision problem. 

LCI waives induction 
fees for  U.S. vets

A waiver of the charter or entrance fee for U.S. 
veterans of all ages has been extended by Lions 
Clubs International to June 30, 2016. 

The $30 charter fee or $25 entrance fee is 
waived for any qualifying veteran who joins a new 
or existing Lions club. Eligible veterans include 
retired U. S. military personnel or honorably-dis-
charged members of the Air Force, Army, Coast 
Guard Services, Marines, National Guard, Navy 
or Reserves. 

For information, email memberprog@lion-
sclubs.org. 

DG Dwayne Willis uses a Spot Vision Screener at 
an event in Moundridge.
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Sight Foundation holds 
drawing for Model A

The Kansas Lions Sight Foundation is holding a 
fundraising raffle for a unique 1930 Model A Ford. 

The car, formerly owned and used by the Turner 
Lions Club as a parade car, has been donated to the 
Kansas Lions Sight Foundation.  The Sight Founda-
tion is holding a limited raffle – selling 500 tickets at 
$100 each. The drawing will be held June 3, 2016 at 
the Kansas Lions State Convention. 

The car is is de-
scribed as in running 
condition, but not 
roadworthy. 

Raffle tickets are 
available from Kansas 
Lions Sight Founda-
tion members: Dis-
trict N directors are 
PDG Arlo Medley,  PDG Terry Welden, PDG LuRay 
Watts, Jerry Snider,  PDG Bernard Lee of Scranton, 
and PDG Don Cunningham. 

For more information contact Lion Jim Huener-
garde by email: hayslion@ruraltel.net or call  
785-650-7338. 
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Keeping membership 
records current with LCI

Editor’s Note: To give credit where credit is due: I copies 
this right from the District A newsletter, but the message 
from PDG Neal Nichols of District A is a good reminder 
for every club.

October and November membership numbers have 
been remarkably positive. Let’s work to keep that mo-
mentum going on into December and beyond!

We all know, however, that some losses may be inevi-
table. What will be the reasons for any drops in your 
club as we near the end of 2015? Obviously you have 
no control over moves or death. But will the other 
drops be because of non-payment of dues or non-
attendance/participation? Yes? Before you drop them, 
please make at least one final effort to keep them as 
members. Let them know how much we all will hate 
to see them go.

Alas, if they are leaving Lionism, be sure—before 
December 31—to show them as dropped on your 
monthly Membership and Activity Report. Otherwise, 
your club will be billed for semi-annual dues after 
January 1. And this will be an expensive and unneces-
sary drain on your administrative fund.

Neal Nichols, PDG
Global Membership Team Coordinator, District 17-A

Merry 
Christmas

and

Happy 
New 
Year!

Lions Clubs International 
Purpose

• To Organize service clubs known as Lions 
clubs.

• To Coordinate activi-ties and standard ad-
ministration of Lions clbs.

• To Create and foster a spirit of understanding 
among peoples world-wide.

• To Promote principles of good government 
and citizenship.

• To Take interest in civ-ic, cultural, social and 
moral community wel-fare.

• To Unite the clubs in bonds of friendship, 
good fellowship, and mutual understanding

• To Provide a forum for open discussion of all 
matters of public inter-est without partisan pol-
itics and sectarian reli-gion being debated by club 
members.

• To Encourage service-minded people to serve 
their community with-out personal financial 
reward, with efficiency and promotion of high 
ethical standards in all endeavors



Save the Date
March 11 & 12, 2016
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What I learned at the Disrict Cabinet Meeting
By Becky Funke
Newsletter editor

Here’s what I learned at the District Cabinet Meet-
ing on November 17 in Humboldt. 

First, I learned that if you are going to travel nearly 
halfway across the state, you have to get up early.  But 
the drive on a crisp fall morning was worth it! 

Second, I learned that the county road that I traveled 
to get to Humboldt from Highway 54 more than 30 
years ago is much rougher that I remembered. 

Third, since most of those 30+ year ago trips to 
Humboldt were are night, I didn’t remember the really 
beautiful bridge that crosses the Neosho River on the 
west end of town.

Now, for the business of the meeting, I learned these 
things:

• DISTRICT DIRECTORS – Our district will 
be electing directors to the Kansas Sight Foundation, 
Kansas Lions Band Foundation and Kansas Lions 
Foundation at the March District Convention. 

We will elect two directors to serve three year terms 
on the Sight Foundation; two directors to serve two 
year terms on the Band Foundation, and one director 
for a three year term on the Kansas Lions Foundation. 

If you are interested in serving on one of the founda-
tions, please contact Lion Chris Bauer at lionchris@
sbcgkobal.net or call him at 620-473-2406 for details 
on how to declare your candidacy. 

• PEACE POSTER – We have a lot of talented 
young artists in our district, demonstrated by the 
entries in the Peace Poster contest. Meeting attendees 
selected the district winner, whose entry will be for-
warded to the state contest. The district winner and 
his/her family will be invited to attend the luncheon 
at Mid-Winter Rally, when the state winner will be 
announced. 

• DISTRICT CONVENTION – The District 
Convention will be held in the Wichita area March 11 
and 12 with a western theme. Convention Chairs Lion 
Merle and Patrick Laham are working had to make 
sure we all have a good time. Watch for more informa-
tion in future newsletters. 

• ENVIRONMENTAL PHOTOS – Deadline 
for the Environmental Photo Contest is January 1.  

Entry details are in the next edition of the Kansas 
Lions News and available on the LCI website.  Send 
your entries to Lion Karen Willis, 312 W. Durst St., 
Moundridge, KS 67107.  

• LEADER DOG/KSDS– Leader Dog Chairs, 
PDG Marvin Funk and PCC Elfrieda Funk have sent 
letters to every 
club encourag-
ing donations to 
Leader Dog and/
or KSDS.  For 
more informa-
tion, contact 
them at elmar@
eaglecom.net or 
telephone 620-
947-2249.

• COLUMBUS 
ANNIVER-
SARY – It helps 
to have the local 
newspaper editor 
as a member of 
your club if you 
have a significant 
anniversary: the 
Columbus Lions 
had several pages of information in the local newspa-
per the week before their 75th Anniversary.

• CLUB FUNDRAISERS – The Neodesha Lions 
Club have a unique fundraiser: they make and sell pea-
nut clusters. Judging from the number of people buy-
ing them, they must be pretty tasty.  But the newsletter 
editor spent her money buying pecans from the Baxter 
Springs Lions. 

District Governor Dwayne Willis 
presents Immediate Past Dis-
trict Governor Gene Allen with 
a Presidential Certificate at the 
recent cabinent meeting in 
Humboldt.

MD 17-N
District  

Convention



 

Kansas Lions  
Leadership Round-Up!  

Comprehensive Leadership Seminars for All Lions 
Saturday, March 19, 2016 - 9:30 AM to 4:00 PM 
Best Western Conference Center, McPherson, KS. 
Pre-Register by March 6, 2016 to qualify for Free Meal and Programs  

Club Fundraisers, Service Projects & Partnerships 
Presenters: PDG Dan Funke & DG Carleen Rajala 

Club Newsletters, Brochures, Pamphlets & Public 
Relations 
Presenters: PDG Denny Smith & DG Fran Smith 

Club Websites, Communications, Lions Learning 
Center, My/LCI 
Presenter: PDG Chris Bauer 

Lions Service Beyond Club Level: District & State 
Leadership 
Presenters: PDG Don Cunningham 

Club Membership Promotion, Recruitment &            
Retention 
Presenters: PCC Beverly and PDG Neal Nichols 

Electronic Communications: GoToMeeting - Skype
- Constant Contact - Facebook and Social Media 
Presenters: PDG Dan Funke & PDG Craig Donecker 

Special Incentives from each Kansas Lions District 
District K (Western Kansas) 
Travel 150 miles or more (one-way) will be offered FREE 
motel room for Friday evening, March 18. Double occupan-
cy with dual queen beds. 

2. Free Saturday Morning Breakfast  

Mileage Stipends- 
1. Drive 150 miles (one way) to attend will be offered $10 
mileage stipend. 

2. Drive 250 miles (one way) will be offered $20 mileage 
stipend. 

District A (Northeast Kansas) 
Participants who drive 150 miles (round trip) per vehicle 
will be offered a $20 mileage stipend.  We encourage you 
to carpool. 

District N (Southeast Kansas) 
Participants who drive 150 miles (round trip) per vehicle 
will be offered a $20 mileage stipend.  We encourage you 
to carpool. 
 

All districts are paying for part of your meal and the 
State GLT Team is paying for the other part. 

You must be registered by March 6, 2016 to receive Special Incentives  
Registration Form - Kansas Lions Leadership Round-Up 

Name ____________________________________________  Club _______________________ Dist. ____ 

E-mail ____________________________________________ Phone _______________________________ 

 

You can e-mail this information to Lion Craig Donecker at littlegiant@greatbend.com or 
mail it to him at 3109 28th Street, Great Bend. KS  57530.  Notice:  Any Lion who regis-
ters and does not attend the leadership conference will have their club charged 
$12.00 unless they find a replacement. 


