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Building new clubs a priority in District N
Hello, District 17N,

Just as I expected this year is already two month’s gone, but not without our 
District moving forward.  

In July our Zone chairs have started contacting clubs and your leadership 
has plans in place to start work on new clubs in our District.  

Lion Indra Phillips has done extensive work on setting up a campus club at 
Wichita State University and well-made plans to develop an area club from 
Burns, Florence and Peabody.  

Zone Chair Shane Beebe and Global Membership Team Leader Terry 
Weldin have started to form a club in Andale.

This will take some boots on the ground in October.  We can ask a repre-
sentative from LCI to help us with training and set up teams to canvas the 
communities for new members.  It will take an investment of time and energy 
to make this happen.  A couple of days training and then two days of door-
to-door work.  

I will be contacting Lions from across the district to help with this; you may also call and volunteer your time.  
We will also be looking for people to attend training and serve as a Guiding Lion.  We will need these Guiding 
Lions to help nurture these new clubs.  

Also, coming this spring we will have a statewide training in our District.  This will be much like Great Plains 
Lion Leadership Institute, right here in Kansas.  There will be more information on this in the coming months.  

Expect to hear from me in the next two weeks.  I would like to get to know your clubs and the projects you are 
doing.  After visiting with GMT Lion Terry, we are planning a “Membership Drive.”  If your club is anything 
like my local club, new members with new ideas are needed.  We will help you with ideas and provide support 
materials to help your club grow.

I challenge each of you to look at your role in your club, and step out and look to neighboring clubs and see if
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Dear Lions,

For nearly a century, Lions from across the globe 
have joined together to serve humanity in their com-
munities and around the world. As we enter the 

second year of our Centennial 
Celebration, we have much to look 
forward to as an association.

We will continue working to-
ward our goal of benefitting 100 
million people through our Cen-
tennial Service Challenge, which 
is strengthening our communities 
and bringing hope to those who 

need it most. We will continue to reward Lions and 
Lions clubs for growing their clubs through the Cen-
tennial Celebration Membership Awards.

We will also be sharing new Centennial resources 
throughout the year. From Touchstone Stories that 
celebrate the defining moments in Lions’ history, to 
Centennial videos that bring our history to life, we’ll 
provide the resources to help make our Centennial a 
moment for your club and community to remember.

As Lions we have a unique opportunity to help 
advance the dignity of mankind through service. I 
hope you’ll join me over the 
coming year as we continue 
to celebrate the rich history 
of nearly 100 years of Lions 
Clubs International and look 
toward the next century of 
service.

Your International President,
Dr. Jitsuhiro Yamada

Centennial Celebration offers challenge to service

Second Vice District Governor, Indra Phillips be-
came a Lion in 1996, when at the invitation of a close 

friend, he joined the Battaram-
ulla Lions Club in Sri Lanka. 
This was a strong vibrant club 
with great traditions and he 
was soon engrossed in all its 
activities. He learned from its 
experienced members and also 
came under the mentorship of 
a lion who would later become 
the International President 
of Lions Clubs International, 
Mahendra Amarasuriya, who 

showed him the way forward.

He became the Club President soon thereafter and 
during this time he initiated a novel service concept, 
where each month, two club member families would 
join together as project co-chairs to plan and run a 
service activity with the full support of the rest of the 
Club. In this way every family, including the kids, had 
the opportunity to learn and practice leadership. The 
Club uses this format even today. 

When he got to the United States he focused on 
his career as a professional accountant and the educa-
tion of his two sons and so did not get involved with 
Lions. When he was moved to Kansas from New York 
and his sons, both aerospace engineers, were firmly es-
tablished in their own careers, he had some time to do 
what he liked, and that was to be an active Lion again.

So, one morning he walked into the Lions State 
Office with his wife and was greeted by a wonderful 
Lion,  State Secretary Linda, who helped him find a 
club and with Past International Director Ed ‘s advice 
he joined the Bel Aire Lions Club. He soon became 
active both in the club and the district. He was ap-
pointed LCIF Chair by PDG LuRay Watts and Zone 
Chair last year by DG Gene Allen. 

He has worked as a Financial Controller with two 
major corporations and is now retired. His wife, Lion 
Rasitha is a retired high school biology teacher and 
also an active Lion. They have two grandsons.

This year, he hopes to focus on laying the ground-
work for two new clubs and helping ailing clubs to 
re-group and become active again.

From Sri Lanka to Kansas, Second VDG  
Indra Phillips dedicated to Lions service



September 2015 MD 17 Lions Tale  Page 3

“Do all the good you can. By all the means you can. In 
all the ways you can. In all the places you can. At all 
the times you can. To all the people you can. As long as 
ever you can.”  

—John Wesley
John Wesley’s familiar words are a gentle reminder 

to seek out opportunities to do good in the world. It 
doesn’t take much looking: Need is all around. 

If you think about it, though, 
his words can be summed up 
nicely by our Lions own suc-
cinct motto, “We Serve.”

It is often said “Where 
there’s a need, there’s a Lion.” 
Lions Clubs International is 
the largest service club orga-
nization in the world. Our 
46,000 clubs and more than 
1.4 million members perform 

valuable service in 210 countries and geographic areas 
around the globe. In 17-N we continue our efforts to 
increase club membership and also to start new clubs 
and branch clubs. For this, as well as to continue the 
outstanding service for which we are known, we need 
your help.

What are YOUR talents? What is YOUR passion? 
How can YOU contribute to our club and your com-
munity in a way that benefits everyone?

I have been a Lion for 20 years and have worked 
with many groups and for many causes that have 
enriched my life. In the last few years I have developed 
an additional mission of helping people who have been 
diagnosed with cancer. As a pancreatic cancer survivor, 
I try to use my own experience and positive outcome 
to offer hope and practical advice. 

I look forward with great anticipation to becoming 
your new 17-N District Governor at the 2016 Li-
ons Clubs International 99th Annual Convention in 
Fukuoka, Japan. In the meantime, as past Second Vice 
District Governor and now First Vice District Gover-
nor, my training continues. I work to serve our district 
and assist Dwayne Willis, our District Governor, by 

First VDG Marge Zakoura-Vaughan  
encourages new Lion leaders

making official club visits and assisting 17-N Lions 
and Lions Clubs. 

I am exceedingly proud of Lions Clubs Internation-
al’s long and venerable history, but I want to do what 
I can to ensure an equally distinguished future. In 
addition to working with established and experienced 
Lion leaders, I want to encourage and actively assist 
new leaders. Lions, please let me know more about 
your interests, skills and your willingness to consider 
additional responsibilities and leadership. Take advan-
tage of the many resources that Lions has to offer to 
expand your horizons, develop your abilities and follow 
your passion. 

Let me hear from you!
Sincere wishes for your success,

1stVDG Marge Zakoura-Vaughan, 17-N
(316) 684-3256 or Marge@zakoura-vaughan.net

District Govenor’s message
From page one 

you could help each other prosper.  I encourage club 
leaders to come to your Zone Meeting and learn what 
is happening in your area.  

Make plans in March to come to our District Con-
vention and the state convention in June.   I did…
and I learned what Lions can do.   It will help you in 
your community and you will make district, state and 
worldwide friends.

I can’t wait to meet you all.
Your Friend in Lions

DG Dwayne Willis 17-N
I’m on the road to visit District 17N Clubs!  Visits 
scheduled for September (so far) are: 

 Augusta Sept 1
 Emporia Sept 16
 Howard Sept 22
You can see Karen and I working at the Lions Mobile 
Screening Unit at the State Fair on the afternoon of  
September 13.  If you have not signed up to work the 
state fair contact: Sylvia Reinhardt at 620-921-0130 or 
email her at: poorfarmer@eaglecom.net.
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Augusta Lions fireworks sales 
benefit community projects

A young Augusta girl, Jai Simp-
son, is running and playing with 
ease, thanks to support from the 
Augusta Lions Club.  

Members of the Project Jai Play 
helped with the Augusta Fire-
works stand this year.  In return, 
the Augusta Lions donated to 
Project Jai Play with some of the 
proceeds of the fireworks sale.  

Thanks to the Lions dona-
tion, Jai has a new walker that 
allows her to easily run on a 
smooth flat surface.

Members of the Augusta 
High School Wrestling Team 
also helped and received a 

donation as well. Another project some of the proceeds 
went to is signage at the Lions Club Park.

Baxter Springs Lions sponsor 
Boys State Delegate

Brennan Cummings of Baxter Springs attended 
American Legion Boys State on the campus of Kansas 
State University, in Manhattan in June. 

He recently gave a 
presentation to the Baxter 
Springs Lions Club about 
his experience.  American 
Legion Boys State teaches 
juniors in high school 
across the state about 
government while they 
“learn by doing.”  

Participants run for 
office, conduct business, solve problems and find out 
what it is like to be involved in the inner workings of 
politics to effectively function on a government level.  

Club News & Notes
Share what’s happening in your club with Lions across the district by sending articles and  

pictures to rfunke3@cox.net.  Deadline for the next newsletter is September 20. 

American Legion Boys State has been held in 
Kansas since 1937.  Brennan was co-sponsored by the 
Baxter Springs Lions Club and the Baxter Springs 
American Legion chapter.

Circus coming to Towanda
The Towanda Lions Club is sponsoring the Culpep-

per and Merriweather Circus.
The circus will be held Thursday 

September 10 with shows at  
5 and 7:30 pm, north of the Circle 
Primary School, in the 500 block 
of 6th street in Towanda.  

Tickets are available from club members or from lo-
cal businesses around town; look for signs. Or contact 
Rich Herrmann,  Towanda Lions Club President at 
LionHerrmann@yahoo.com

 

142 S. Meridian, Valley Center, KS  67147  (316) 755–1007 

Friday, October 2, 2015 
( Rain Date Sunday, October 4th - 2pm-5pm ) 

Main Street, Downtown Valley Center 
1/2 Mi N. of 77th Street on Meridian   

 

Rods - Customs - Antiques 
4:30 pm 'til 9:00 pm 

Judged Awards, - Door Prizes - Food 
$ 20.00 Entry Lions Charity Donation includes a   

Famous Lions All Beef Frank & Drink Meal! 
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2016 SCHOLARSHIPS 
FOR GPLII OR FORUM

The Kansas Past District Governors (PDG) 
Club is offering six $200 scholarships (two per 
district) for the Great Plains Lions Leadership 
Institute (GPLLI) or to a first-time attendee to 
the USA/Canada Forum.  The scholarships will 
be granted to the first two who apply from each 
district.

To apply for the scholarship:
1.  Apply to attend either the 2016 GPLLI or 

the 2016 USA/Canada Forum
2.  Contact the Kansas PDG Club Treasurer, 

PDG Stuart Tolle, P.O. Box 168, Roxbury, KS, 
67476, phone 785-254-7355, or email: 
astol@hometelco.net to request scholarship sup-
port.  PDG Stuart will inform you if you are one 
of the first two to apply in your district.  You 
be granted a $200 scholarship upon successful 
completion of GPLLI or attending the USA/
Canada Forum.  If you are not one of the first 
two applicants from your district, you can ask to 
be kept on a waiting list in case someone fails to 
complete the training or another district fails to 
use their quota.

To receive your scholarship inform PDG Stuart 
of your successful completion within 30 days of 
completing GPPLI or USA/Canada Forum.

 

Steak Feed in Yates Center
The Yates Center Lions are inviting all Lions from 

District N to their Annual Steak Feed, 7 pm,  Sep-
tember 24, 2015 at the Eastern Star building, 116 East 
Butler, in Yates Center. 

Cost for the steak dinner is $16 per person. We need 
to help the cooks by having a head count by Sept. 16. 
Make your reservation by sending an email to Presi-
dent Bill Lacy at drlacys4@hotmail.com or call him 
at 620-496-7356 or  call Secretary Karen at 620-496-
6905.  So shake em out of the trees and haul em to our 
Eat and Greet Social. Hope to see you there !

Goddard Fall Festival
The Goddard Fall Festival is Friday, Oct. 2 and Sat-

urday, Oct. 3 in downtown Goddard.

Events include a carnival, bingo at 7 p.m. both 
Friday and Saturday night in the community center, 
parade at 10 a.m. Saturday, arts and crafts and other 
vendors on Main Street and at the Goddard United 
Methodist Church through the day on Saturday, a car 
show (see below) and much more family fun. 
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Dan Smith, Zone 11 Chair, has a meeting sched-
uled for September 16 from 6:15 to 8:30 p.m. at 
Perkin’s Restaurant in McPherson.  Plan to order 
from the menu. 

Zone 11 clubs are Canton, Hesston, Inman, 
Lindsborg, Marquette, McPherson, Moundridge, 
Roxbury and Windom. 

For more information contact Lion Dan at  
316-648-5026 or dancsmi2531@hotmail.com

Watch for announcements from other zone 
chairs for meetings. 

In Lions Clubs structure the Zone Meeting 
gives club presidents, secretaries, treasurers and 
other club leaders the chance to learn about the 
programs and initiatives of the district, multiple 
cistrict and LCI.  More than that the most valu-
able element of these meetings is the opportunity 
for club leaders to exchange ideas and discuss chal-
lenges with other club officers.

Zone 1: Marla Larison, 620-674-8449; lion-
marlalarison@gmailcom. Clubs: Baxter Springs, 
Columbus, Girard, McCune, Pittsburg.

Zone 2: TBA. Clubs: Altamont, Chanute, Os-
wego, Parsons.

Zone 3: Chuck England, 620-331-5264, ann_
chuck@sbcglobal.net Clubs: Caney, Coffeyville, 
Coffeyville Daylight Defenders, Fredonia, Inde-
pendence, Neodesha. 

Zone 4: PDG Terry Welden, 620-364-5371, 
weldicat@hotmail.com. Clubs: Burlington, 
Colony, Garnett, Humboldt, Kinciad, Ottowa, 
Westphalia, Lebo, Yates Center. 

Zone 5: Sally Conard, 620-342-4150, 
sgorty122743@yahoo.com. Clubs: Carbondale, 
Emporia, Lyndon, Madison, Neosho Rapids, Olpe, 
Osage City, Reading, Scranton. 

Zone 6: Charles Mull, 316-788-0546, fmull@
swbell.net. Clubs: Argonia, Arkansas City, Arkan-
sas City Early Bird, Caldwell, Cedarvale, Derby 
Noon, Mulvane, Oxford, Sedan, Wellington, 
Winfield. 

Zone 7: Patrick Laham, 316-648-2078, patrick.
laham@gmail.com. Clubs: Augusta, Benton, El 
Dorado, Eureka, Howard, Towanda. 

Zone 8: TBA. Clubs: Belle Plaine, Burrton, Col-
wich, Conway Springs, Halstead, Maize.

Zone 9: Shane Beebe, kscubs@yahoo.com. 
Clubs: Clearwater, Goddard, Wichita Airport, 
Wichita Downtown, Wichita East/Southeast, 
Wichita Northwest, Wichita West. 

Zone 10: TBA. Clubss: Bel Aire, Newton, Park 
City, Pleasant Valley, Potwin, Valley Center, Wal-
ton, Whitewater. 

If you would be interested in serving as a Zone 
Chair for one the three zones that still lack a 
leader, contact DG Dwayne Willis.

Zone 11 meeting set for McPherson

Invite your family to participate in your club’s next 
community event, because as a family unit, you can 
receive a dues discount when volunteering together. 
 
As a Lions family unit you can:

• Increase quality family time

• Be a role model

• Help your community

The Family Membership Program applies to family 
members who are:

 (1) eligible for Lions membership, 

(2) currently in or joining the same club, and 

(3) living in the same household and related by birth, 
marriage or other legal relationship. 

Common household family members include par-
ents, children, spouses, aunts and uncles, cousins, 
grandparents, in-laws and legal dependents.

To be part of the Family Membership Program, your 
club secretary must complete the Family Unit Certifi-
cation Form or file online.

Make Lions service a family affair
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PDG Bill Kincaid, left, 17-N LCIF Chair and Patrick 
Laham, right, 17-N Diabetes Awareness Chair are 
on the road visiting 17-N Clubs, like this visit at 
Clearwater where they were welcomed by Presi-
dent Steve Hatfield. 

By PDG Bill Kincaid
District LCF Coordinator

I am asking all Lions Clubs in District 17N to make 
a donation/contribution to the Lions Clubs Interna-
tional Foundation. You may contact me or go directly 
to the LCIF web site listed below. 

I will be visiting Lions clubs again this year to 
present an LCIF program. I will also make an LCIF 
presentation at our District Convention. This past 
year we had 34 district Lions Clubs make a donation 
to LCIF for a total of $12,092. Please let me know if 
your Lions club would like a program about LCIF.

Our District 17N goal for this year is $15,000. I 
am confident that our district can achieve this goal. 
The LCIF Contributing Membership program is a 
great way for Lions to make an annual contribution 
to LCIF. For $20, donors receive a bronze pin, for $50 

donors receive a silver pin, and for $100 donors receive 
a gold pin. 

This will be the 2nd year of the Hop on the Road 
to 50 Years Melvin 
Jones Fellowship 
program.   There are 
three years remain-
ing until the 50th 
anniversary of LCIF.  For each of the next three years, 
we will be asking each CLUB, which did not get 
started last year, to donate $333.33 to LCIF.  At the 
end of the three years, each club that has donated this 
amount each year will have enough money to name 
one Melvin Jones Fellow.  

We will have a special presentation for the new Mel-
vin Jones Fellows at the anniversary year Kansas Lions 
State Convention in 2018. 

The Arkansas City, Arkansas City Early Bird, Au-
gusta, Baxter Springs, Burlington, Derby Noon, Em-
poria, Independence, Maize, McCune, Mulvane, Valley 
Center, Viola and Wichita Downtown Lions Clubs 
have already hopped on this road.

Remember, LCIF provides programs or grants for 
preserving sight (a grant to fund the KanLovKids 
program), supporting youth (a grant for Lions Quest 
in Kansas), providing disaster relief ($10,000 disaster 
preparedness grant for a MD17 ALERT trailer), and 
meeting humanitarian needs worldwide. See more at:  
http://www.lcif.org/EN/index.php. 

Support LCIF at www.lcif.org/donate. 

‘Hop on the Road to 50 Years of Melvin Jones’ 
challenges district clubs to support LCIF

Save the 
Date!

March 
11 & 12 

2016
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Lodge that has pledged $500.  

If anyone would like to donate we need these funds 
ASAP.  To donate write a check to the Kansas Lions 
Foundation, on the memo line write “LHP diabetic 
dog” and send the check to me:

Lion Vern Failor
5201 SW 27th St
Topeka, KS 66614 

I will keep the records and send acknowledgements.

For more information please contact Lion Vern 
Failor at vlfailor@gmail.com or call at 785-272-6102

Thanks for helping a young child in need

Got news?
Send articles and pictures for the district news-

letter to Lion Becky Funke at rfunke3@cox.net. 
Send pictures as a jpg  and articles in Microsoft 
Word or as a pdf.  

Join Lions everywhere for a special Lions Worldwide 
Week of Service designed to eliminate preventable 
blindness and improve sight in our 
communities. It’s a great oppor-
tunity to show your commitment 
to sight and to help us reach our 
Centennial Service  
Challenge goal of serving 100 mil-
lion people.

Start planning a project to save sight in your com-
munity. From vision screenings and awareness cam-
paigns, to helping friends and neighbors with visual 
impairments, there are countless ways to make a dif-
ference. No matter how you choose to serve, be sure to 
join us for this Centennial service event!

Join Us for the Worldwide Week of Service in Sight 
Here’s how your club can take part in this special 
event:

Share the Vision to benefit 25 million people and 
be part of the Centennial Service Challenge!

Plan your project - Host a service project that im-
proves sight during the week of October 4–10. Con-
sider hosting your project on October 8 to celebrate 
World Sight Day. Download the Sharing the Vision 
Planning Guide for project ideas and planning tips.

Promote your project - Invite your community to 
serve with you to showcase your club and the power of 
service.

Report your project - Report your service on the 
MyLCI Service Activity Report to earn a Centennial 
Banner Patch and to get your club’s name on the Cen-
tennial Ticker. Be sure to include the project date.

Celebrate Your Service – Share photos of your 
project on social media so everyone can see what a 
difference you’re making in your community. Use the 
hashtag #Lions100, and we’ll share your images on the 
LCI Facebook page!

By Lion Vern Failor
MD 17 Lions Health Programs Chair

The Kansas Lions Health Program was approached 
last May by a family that has a 4-year-old daughter 
with type 2 diabetes.  

The mother said “I cannot sleep at night because 
Nelonia’s blood sugar goes to 20 and she goes into a 
seizure.   We know about the Lions and their work 
with diabetes awareness. We were referred to you to 
see if you can be of some help.”  

This child is under a doctor’s care but they cannot 
seem to get the blood sugar under control. I visited 
with the mother about a service dog that senses low 
blood sugar and she has found a trainer that can and 
will train a dog of this type.  

There is one catch: the trainer has found a dog but 
will not start the training until she is paid.  The total 
cost for this dog is $6,500.  

The mother has set up a GoFundMe account but has 
not received much money to date.  There is a Masonic 

Lions asked to help obtain service dog for diabetic child


