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I am so happy to hear that the majority of our 80 
clubs are recruiting new members with tremendous 
drive and enthusiasam. This has the makings of a great 
campaign and I am looking forward to the results. 

A number of clubs have 
asked me to extend the dead-
line, since they are having 
holiday parties and would like 
to invite prospective members 
to these evens.  So the dead-
line is now December 31. You 
must include all new members 
in your December MMR.

The club with the most 
number of new members, 

recruited during this Fall Membership Drive (Sep-
tember to December) will receive a special award from 
PIP Mahendra Amarasuriya, the Vice Chair, Global 
Action Team,  with special responsibility for World-
wide Membership, at the District Convention on 
March 2, 2018.

Just as members are the foundation of our District, 
clubs are the pillars. Clubs give life to our District. We 
need more clubs. Now is the time to start looking for 
new places for new clubs. There are many undiscovered 
locations where a new Lions Club can be formed and 
we will find them if we look. That time has come. This 
will be the focus in our district during the next few 
months and into the new year

There are residents in many areas who are waiting 

to receive a Lions Club. They are waiting for Lions 
to come and give them information. They need us to 
show them how,  to hold their hand and help them 
move forward. 

This is where our existing clubs come in. Become a 
sponsoring club. If you have a guiding Lion in your 
club, have him or her take the lead. If you do not, 
contact me and I will send you one. Guiding Lions are 
trained to help form and nurture new clubs. Use them. 

Remember you need just 20 members and you are 
well on your way to a new club. The District will help 
you all the way to the charter and beyond.

We are being challenged to form four new clubs this 
Lions year. I am confident that together we can do it. 
Let us start NOW.

Indrajit Phillips
District Governor  17N

Meeting the membership challenge
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We know you are busy Lions, working hard in your 
communities. You are always busy, right? But there are 
others not so fortunate. Imagine for a moment how 
difficult all that would be if you had vision problems or 
physical limitations but still wanted to be involved.

Would you welcome the opportunity to have a guide 
or service dog to help with mobility and keep you ac-
tive and involved in your club and community? These 
services are provided by several organizations Lions 
have supported for years.

KSDS Assistance Dogs in Washington, Kansas 
provides guide, service and facility dogs for those who 
need them. They began as a 4-H project 26 years ago 
and have placed more than 500 dogs. 

Leader Dogs for the Blind in Rochester Hills, 
Michigan was birthed by Lions and has been training 
clients and guide dogs for 75 years. They incorporate 

GPS training and a free GPS device into their guide 
dog program.

Both are worthy of your support so please make your 
donations soon. 

Contact information is:
KSDS Assistance Dogs
120 West 7th St.
Washington, KS 66968
ksds.org   
Leader Dogs for the Blind
1039 Rochester Road
Rochester Hills, MI 48307
leaderdog.org

Thanks for your support at this time and in the 
past.

 PDG Marvin and PCC Elfrieda Funk
District 17 N Leader Dog/KSDS Co-chairs

Lions Clubs International announced a new Service 
Framework at the Centennial Celebration in Chicago 
last July.  Joining our Centennial Service Challenge are 
two new areas: Pediatric Cancer and Diabetes.  

Before I joined the ranks of the District N Leader-
ship, I was District Diabetes Awareness Chair for four 
years.  This gave me an opportunity to raise awareness 
of diabetes and the related problems it brings to in-
dividuals who may not even know that they have this 
disease. 

Diabetes is one of the largest global health emergen-
cies of the 21st century.  One in 11 adults has diabetes, 
leading to many major health complications including 
vision problems.  More than one third will develop 
diabetic retinopathy and risk severe vision impairment.  

Diabetes is the eighth leading cause of death in the 
world and resulted in more than 5 million deaths in 
2015, and this number is expected to rise yearly. 

That is why we serve by performing blood sugar 
screenings at the Kansas Lions Mobile Screening Unit.  
Most of those walking around with diabetes do not 
even know they have it, and a simple screening by a 
finger stick could result in a referral that could change 
or even save someone’s life.  

The last report from the Mobile Screening Unit at 
the Kansas State Fair showed that 1,410 people were 

screened for blood sugars, 301 were above normal. 
That is nearly 22% of those screened!

Just a few short years ago when I was District Dia-
betes Awareness Chair, that number was half that, so 
you can see that this truly has become an epidemic 
worthy of our attention. 

In 2018 Lions will launch a new full service platform 
for diabetes including some new service programs, 
partnerships and LCIF grant opportunities.

November is Diabetes Awareness Month, and 
November 13-19 is a Worldwide Week of Service for 
Diabetes. Our District Leadership is encouraging all 
clubs to have a program or event to help raise aware-
ness of diabetes, especially during this week of service, 
or at least during the month of November.  

Don’t forget to report your Club’s activities or pro-
grams on the mylci web site so that we can all be 
inspired by what you are doing in your community to 
raise awareness of diabetes, and so that your service 
hours can be counted toward LCI’s Service Goal of 
200 million people served.  

Thank you all for what you do to support LCI’s new 
Service Framework, especially raising awareness of 
diabetes in our local communities.

Patrick Laham
First Vice District Governor 17-N

LCI focus: diabetes awareness month

Service dog organizations need Lions support
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Make reservations now for cabinet meeting  

The theme for 2017 – 2018 is “The Future of Peace”. 
It’s time to be finishing up our contests and hold your 
local club contests. 

When judging remember 
each poster is to be judged on 
artistic merrit,  expression of the 
theme and originality. Be sure 
contestants have followed the 
rules. Also make sure that each 
winning entry has a quote by the artist or description 
of their poster. All contact information needs to be ac-
curate and easy to read. Double check all information. 

Bring your winning poster to Parsons on November 

Meal reservations will be accepted until Wednes-
day, November 8, for the the second cabinet meeting 
of District 17N.  The meeting is at 10 am, Saturday, 
November 11 at the First Baptist Church, 1621 Main 
Street in Parsons. Registration opens at 9 am. Cost for 
the homemade meal is $10 per person

Please send your registration to Cabinet Secretary: 
PDG Chris Bauer, 924 North 11th, Humboldt, KS 
66748. Telephome: 620-473-2406 or by email to lion-
chris@sbcglobal.net

State and District Pin Sets will be available for sale 
at $3.50 each or $ 7.00 per set.

All cabinet officers are request-
ed to be present. Send reports to 
the cabinet secretary (email: lion-
chris@sbcglobal.net) and bring 
10 copies for distribution at the 
meeting.  Peace Posters will be 
judged at this meeting.

Peace Poster contest deadline is November 11
11. We will begin judging at 10 am. If you are mailing 
your poster, send to Don Cunningham, 315 S. 32nd, 
Parsons, KS 67357. Be sure if you are mailing that you 
mail in time for  me to receive it by Friday November 
10. 

The winning poster will be sent on to our state Peace 
Poster Chair. All other posters need to be picked up or 
arrangements made with someone coming to meeting 
to take with them at the end of the cabinet meeting. I 
will not mail your poster back to you.

PDG Don Cunningham
District 17 N Peace Poster Chair

Does your club use technology to best advantage? 
Help for District 17N club websites and Facebook groups/pages

Contact us at itchair@kslions17n.org if you would 
like more information.

In the meantime, visit our district website at  
www.kslions17n.org or go to our district Fa-
cebook group at https://www.facebook.com/
groups/446913942174177/

Have you visited the new District N website or 
Facebook Group or Facebook Page yet?  If your club 
is interested in getting setup on Facebook or getting a 
website or both.  District N is able to be of service in 
getting your club up and running with a website and/
or Facebook page.  

We plan to launch a program soon that will make 
your club website affordable and help you get it up and 
running.  Details are being worked out to determine 
the cost for the websites.  

In the meantime, here is what you need to start col-
lecting to get ready: (Club information and history, 
projects and fundraisers that you do to help fund those 
projects, club officers, club meeting time and place, 
pictures of your club doing any of these projects and 
fundraisers, other information that would help show 
others more about your club.)  

Facebook Tip: If you are in charge of your club’s FB 
page, there is a way to like other Lions Clubs’ pages 
and have it show up on your page. Go to another 
page, and click on the option that has 3 periods in the 
same line that says like. Select the “Like as Your Page” 
option. A box will pop up that asks what page do you 
want to like it as. Choose your page and press submit. 
When a visitor looks at your page, they can see what 
pages your page likes. This shows the Power of We.
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Club News & Notes
Share what’s happening in your club with Lions across the district by sending articles and  

pictures to rfunke3@cox.net.  Deadline for the next newsletter is September 20. 

Baxter Springs Lions Craig Heslin Sr., Cathy Bolek, Dennis Webb, Machelle Smith and Ray Hefley were 
busy in the kitchen at a recent pancake feed. 

The Power of We was put into action recently in 
Baxter Springs.  One of our members, Lion Danny 
Spaulding, suggested we dedicate the profits from our 
October Pancake Feed to send Baxter Springs High 
School band members to Kansas Lions State Band in 
June.  The club agreed and the plan was set in motion.

In cooperation with the Superintendent and the 
band instructor, Louis Morgan at USD 508, band 
members sold tickets along with the Leo members at 
the high school.  

Donations were accepted from community members 
for the project.  On October 14 it all came together 
and at this time the Baxter Springs Lions Club, BHS 
Band, Leo’s and community have raised enough funds 
to send 10 members to Kansas Lions State Band.

This is a perfect example of a community coming 
together behind a project to make it successful.  

Marla Larison
17N Second Vice Disrict Governor

Baxter Springs Lions and the Power of We 
may send 10 students to Lions Band in 2018

More than 20 students  — Baxter Springs High 
School Band members and Baxter Springs Leos — 
helped at an October pancake feed

The Columbus Lions fire truck continues to be an 
annual part of both the homecoming and Colum-
bus Day parades.
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Wichita club marks 15 years of service

Wichita Northwest Charter President Richard Darge 
(right) receives a Certificate of Appreciationtion 
from PID Ed McCormick.

From left, 2016-17 President Wanda Weldin, Cindy Cuffe, Martha Newk-
irk, Monica Mader, Brenda Klubek, Tommy Flannigan, 2017-18 Presi-
dent Gina Berry, Terry Weldin standing in the unleashing area part of 
the club’s Legacy Project.

Wichita Northwest Lions Club celebrated 15 years 
as a club at the regular meeting on October 5. We had 
Several special guests were in attendance.  

PID Ed McCormick was the guest speaker. He was 
the Guiding Lion for the club for two years and spoke 
of the joy of guiding the club in the beginning and 
seeing all of the great accomplishments of the club 
during the past 15 years. 

He awarded Certificates of Appreciation, the fourth 
highest honor for a Lion, to Charter President Rich-
ard Darge and current president Scott Helmke. 

District Governor Indra Phillips and his wife, 
Rasitha, attended and he share a few words of encour-
agement. 

Also attending were Charter member John Pool, the 
original Tail Twister,  and Dorothy Wunder, the wife 
of the founder of Wichita Northwest Lions Club and 
Past International President Dr. Bill Wunder. 

Fifteen years was a milestone for the club and they 
look to the future and many more years of service to 
the community.

Burlington’s legacy project benefits 4-legged friends
Our four footed citizens will 

enjoy the new concrete sidewalk 
and entryway at the Burlington 
Happy Tails Park. Burlington 
Lions Club and the City of Bur-
lington Parks and Street Depart-
ments have added the improve-
ment so that those citizens using 
the park will have an easier time 
entering and exiting the park.

The improvements at the park 
are Burlington Lions Clubs 
effort to leave a lasting legacy of 
service to our community. The 
first Lions Club was formed 
in Chicago in 1917 and Lions 
around the world are contributing 
Legacy projects to their commu-
nities to celebrate the long history 
of service.
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 Dear Lions,
 When service projects are too large for a club or a 

district to financially support, Lions Clubs Interna-
tional Foundation (LCIF) is there to assist. A great 
example of Lions and LCIF working together happens 
in the midst of disaster.

This summer, the world watched as natural disasters 
struck around the world. In South Asia, parts of India, 
Nepal and Bangladesh are experiencing devastating 
monsoon rains.  In Mumbai alone, over 1,000 people 
have been reported killed in the floods.  In the past 3 
months, LCIF has approved 20 emergency grants to 
South Asia, totaling US$125,000. In July, flooding in 
Japan took lives and destroyed homes. LCIF awarded 
a US$100,000 Major Catastrophe Grant to help the 
community recover.

 In August, Hurricane Harvey devastated the Texas 
coast stretching from the Houston area into Louisiana. 
During one of the worst natural disasters in Ameri-
can history, thousands of people lost their homes and 
everything they own. Some people lost family mem-
bers. LCIF immediately awarded a US$100,000 Major 
Catastrophe Grant to assist in reconstruction efforts. 
Within two weeks of Hurricane Harvey, Hurricane 
Irma struck Florida and other areas of the Southeast 
United States, and destroyed much of the islands in 
the western Atlantic Ocean and Caribbean Sea. At the 

The Club LCIF Coordinator is an ambassador for 
LCIF at the club level. This position is crucial to the 
promotion of our foundation. This Lion shares LCIF 
stories, motivates fellow Lions to support LCIF, and 
enables LCIF to advance its humanitarian work both 
locally and globally. 

Club LCIF Coordinators will be equipped with 
resources that will allow them to champion the goals 
of the foundation to Lions. This position is truly an 
exciting role and is of great importance to LCIF. 

If you would like to serve in this position for your 
club for the 2017-2018 year, tell your club president 
today!

Still recruiting Club 
LCIF Coordinators

When disaster strikes, Lions Clubs 
International Foundation responds

same time, Mexico was hit by its strongest earthquake 
in 100 years. LCIF has made funds available for two 
more US$100,000 grants to aid Lions assisting with 
Hurricane Irma and Mexico’s earthquake. Most re-
cently, LCIF awarded a US$100,000 grant to support 
Puerto Rico hurricane relief and reconstruction in the 
wake of Hurricane Maria.

 Our thoughts and prayers go out to the individuals 
affected by these and other natural disasters.  At the 
same time, LCIF issues a heartfelt thank you to our 
donors.  Please consider joining them and making a 
contribution. Donations will continue Lions’ relief ef-
forts around the world, and no gift is too small.

 Sincerely,
Chancellor Bob Corlew Chairman,  

Lions Clubs International Foundation

Does your club have a Melvin 
Jones Fellowship to award?
Multiple District 17 will be finalizing the Lions 

Clubs International Centennial Celebration by hav-
ing a special awards presentation at our Kansas Lions 
State Convention, May 31 - June 2, 2018. We plan to 
recognize all Lions who have become Melvin Jones 
Fellows during out Centennial Celebration. 

I would encourage all District 17N Lions Club to 
consider honoring a Lion or a community LCIF sup-
porter with a Melvin Jones Fellowship.

 The following District 17N Lions Clubs have at 
least $1,000 (amount required for one MJF) in “un-
named” money in their LCIF Installment account:

Arkansas City Arkansas City Early Bird
Augusta Benton
Chanute Coffeyeville Daylight Defenders
Columbus Emporia
Independence Inman
Kincaid Madison
Maize Newton
Park City Pleasant Valley
Valley Center Wichita Northwest

PDG Bill Kincaid
District 17N LCIF Coordinator
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Club President’s Checklist
•  Attend the Cabinet Meeting on November 11 

in Parsons
•  November 13 is WORLD DIABETES DAY. 

This is an LCI signature cause. Each club is 
encouraged to hold a Diabetes Awareness 
event on this day or in the month of Novem-
ber. Review the LCI  resources on the website 
for ideas.

•  November 14 to 19 is WORLDWIDE WEEK 
OF SERVICE. Schedule a special project to 
serve your communities during this time

•  Make sure your club’s 990 is filed with the IRS. 
•  Attend Zone Meetings. These meetings enable 

clubs to bond with each other, get to know 
what other clubs are doing and even explore 
the possibility of joint projects.

•  Plan NOW to attend the District Convention 
on March 2 and 3, 2018. Participate in the 
Banner Parade and receive special recognition 
from the Past International President.

Another month has whizzed by, and now we have 
only eight months before we pack our luggage and head 
for Las Vegas and the 101st Lions International Con-
vention. I have a bit more information for those who 
plan to attend, so here goes. This information is from 
LCI’s convention website, so you can look it up and 
read more there, if you wish. 

First of all, you need to register online or print and 
mail the registration form you will find at the LCI con-
vention site at http://lcicon.lionsclubs.org/EN/index.
php. This year, LCI has decided to handle our conven-
tion identification badges differently, so those badges 
will NOT be sent to you with your convention mailing. 
We must pick up the badges at our Kansas delegation 
hotel, the Luxor. There will be sites in each LCI hotel 
where they will be printing the convention badges as 
we arrive. You must wear your badge at all times when 
attending any convention event. In order to attend any 
part of the convention, you must be registered.

Las Vegas is said to have something for everyone. This 
includes excellent entertainment, great experiences in 

dining, and some very good shopping, and there are also 
the casinos for those who enjoy gambling. PID Jack 
Epperson is chairman of the Convention Host Com-
mittee, and he promises we will have a great time and 
a memorable convention. You can check out what the 
host committee has on its website by going to http://
lions2018lasvegas.org.

There are many things to see in this city. You can take 
tours. There will be educational opportunities at the 
convention, and the presentations are going to be inspir-
ing.  You can also sign up to do special Lions projects.

The actual convention hotel, the MGM Grand, is 
enormous and houses a convention center, five pools, 
many shops, night clubs, a huge casino, nine restaurants, 
the Grand Spa, and the MGM Grand Garden Arena. 

There are some things I found that you should be 
aware of concerning our hotel rooms. First, in order to 
book your hotel through LCI, you must stay at least two 
nights. If you want to have one or more additional per-
sons stay in your room, there will be additional charges. 
(See the LCI Hotel Rate Sheet for more info) If you 
have a preference for bed type, as in one or two beds in 
the room, there could be an additional charge. (Again, 
look at the Hotel Rate Sheet.) If you need to change 
your arrival or departure dates, you may go to registra-
tion@lionsclubs.org and make the necessary change, but 
you need to do so before May 1, 2018. Changes will be 
made subject to availability, so the earlier you can make 
your changes, the better chance you will have of getting 
what you want.

If you cancel your hotel and/or your convention regis-
tration, you will get a refund, but they will subtract the 
administration fees, and this is not negotiable.

There is also a “resort fee” of $18 per night, added to 
the room cost. It is usually $30.00/day, but with our 
reservations being made with LCI, we are getting a 
discount. 

The Lions parade will be in the morning because of 
the heat in Las Vegas, and they advise us to bring (and 
USE) plenty of sunscreen and to wear cool clothing. 
Las Vegas is a hot town (in more ways than one), so 
please do pay attention to their advice. The parade will 
be in what they term “Downtown” Las Vegas. It should 
be a spectacular event with all the 200-plus countries in 
their native dress. 

IPCC Fran Smith

Planning to attend the LCI Convention in Las Vegas? 
Here’s what  you need to know
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Out and about in the district
Members of the  
Columbus Leos dressed 
as princesses to help  
at the second annual  
fall harvest family  
celebration in  
conjunction with  
Columbus Days.

Shown are the children 
of Lion David Holmes as 
they took their picture 
with the princesses and 
received autographs.

Burlington Legacy project
Continued from page 5

Burlington Lions Club 2016-2017 President Wan-
da Weldin got this project started. Burlington Lions 
first suggested a project at the dog park last year and 
approached Kevin Boyce about what could be done at 
the Happy Tails Park to improve it for our four-footed 
citizens and their families. Kevin came to the Lions 
with the proposal of a concrete entryway and sidewalk 
along the fence coming into the park. It would be a 
joint project with the Burlington City Parks and Street 
Departments and Burlington Lions Club. The club 
would provide the concrete and signage to be placed at 
the site. The City of Burlington approved that place-
ment of the project and committed the city employees 

to coåmplete it. 
This project would not have been possible without 

the skills and talents that our city employees who 
provided the hands-on labor for preparing the site, 
building the forms, pouring concrete and putting the 
finishing touches on the project.

Visitors to the Happy Tails Park will see the gran-
ite insert in the entryway indicating that Burlington 
Lions Club made a significant contribution to this 
project. Many Lions club members played important 
roles in making this project part of our lasting legacy. 
Burlington Lions Club 2017-2018 President Gina 
Berry has kept it on track for completion during her 
term.

PDG Terry Weldin

Augusta Lions Don Ridgeway 
(a Lion since 1954) and Pat-
rick Laham collection dona-
tions at a recent Candy Day. 

Richard Burkdoll of 
the Osage City Lions 
Club presents a check 
with proceeds from 
a recent golf tourna-
ment to PID Gene 
Vogel, representing 
the Kansas Lions Sight 
Foundation. 


