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Change is in the air
Lions, Greetings from toasty Augusta, KS

August is one of my favorite months, not just because it is my birthday 
month, but because it signals change is 
coming.  Oh, there is plenty of hot Kansas 
weather left, but the days are getting shorter, 
and that is only one change that is on the 
way.

Teachers and students are getting ready 
to return to the classroom, and this is an 
excellent opportunity for Lions to involve 
themselves in service as Sight Screening vol-
unteers.  By the time this issue is posted, the 
Butler County Kid Sight Screening Team 
will have already conducted Sight Screen-
ings at at least one Back to School event.  I 
hope every Lion and every Club will take 
the opportunity to be of service to our chil-
dren (and teachers) by contacting your local 
school nurse about Sight Screening in your local schools.

August also brings opportunities for Service in our District and Multiple 
District.  The First State Council meeting is the weekend of August 10 in 
McPherson and the First District Cabinet meeting is on August 18 in Wel-
lington.  Information regarding both of these very important events is contained 
elsewhere in this newsletter.  Don’t forget to “Save the Dates” for the other im-
portant happenings upcoming this year that are in the newsletter.

Another chance to serve is coming early in September at the Kansas State 
Fair.  Lion Sylvia Reinhardt is still looking for volunteers to staff the Kansas 
Lions Mobile Screening Unit at the Fair.  If you or your Club want to provide  
a valuable service to Kansas Lions, this is the place for you.  Why not contact  
Lion Sylvia today?  Free Fair Admission is part of the reward.

Even though many Clubs in our District go “dark” during the summer 
months, the needs of our communities do not stop, but rather increase,  
especially during the summer and fall.  Your Leadership Team has been hard at 
work contacting clubs for visits, installing new club officers, and inducting new 
members into Lionism.  If you are having a fundraiser or other event, please 
invite us to come.  We love to see what our District 17N Lions are doing to 
“Serve” in their communities. Keep looking beyond the horizon for new ways  
to serve, and for new members to join us in that service.  Happy August!

DG Patrick



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KANSAS DISTRICT 17‐N 
DISTRICT CABINET MEETING  

August 18, 2018 
WELLINGTON  KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BUILDING 

201 East Harvey Street (Harvey & C Street) 
Wellington, Kansas 67152 

 
District Governor – Lion Patrick Laham 
 

        9:30 AM – 1:00 PM  Registration Opens 
10:00 – 12:00 PM  Lions Room Panhandle Railroad 

Museum Visit 425 E. Harvey, 
Wellington, KS 
Donations Appreciated 

        12:00 PM – 1:00 PM  Lunch  Buffett Cost $9.00 
(sandwiches, pasta salad, chips, relish plate 
and peach cobbler)  

        12:30 PM – 1:00 PM  PDG Club Meeting 
        1:00 ‐ 3:30 PM    Cabinet Meeting     
        3:30 PM      Adjourn 
 
 

Lunch reservations needed by August 10, 2018. 
Registration information: Lion Linda Metzen, phone or 
text 1‐316‐833‐6405, linda.metzen@gmail.com 

 
 

 

Just two 
blocks east  

of  K of  C 
building



Join us for our first cabinet meeting of the year!! 
CABINET MEETING – DISTRICT 17-N 

August 18, 2018 
WELLINGTON KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BUILDING 

201 East Harvey Street (Harvey & C Street) 
Wellington, Kansas 67152 

 
9:30 AM - 1:00 PM  Registration 
10:00 - 12:00 AM  Lions Room at the Panhandle Railroad Museum Open House 
   Admission is FREE (Donations Appreciated) 
12:00 - 1:00 PM  Lunch 
12:30 – 1:00 PM PDG Club meeting 
1:00 – 3:30 PM  Cabinet meeting 
 
Lunch will be Pasta salad, Sandwiches, Relish Plate, Chips, Peach Cobbler (with 
request for Ice Cream). 
Cost will be $9.00 per person. Make checks payable to Wellington Lions Club. 
Cash will also be accepted! 
Reservations should be made with: 

Lion Linda Metzen  
311 Skyline Drive, Mayfield, KS 67103 
Phone: (316)833-6405; E-mail: linda.metzen@gmail.com  

 
Reservations are due by August 10th! 
 
Club:  ______________________________________   
 
Contact person (Lion making reservation) 
____________________________________________ 
 
Names of Attendees & Office Held 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
 
Address of contact person 
______________________________________________________ 
 
Phone number of contact person ____________________________ 
 
Amount enclosed $ _______ Will pay at the door ____ 

NOTE: Registrations made but not paid will be billed to your club. 
 

See map on next 
page for directions 

to K of C Hall  
and Panhandle  

Railroad Museum



Order Peace Poster kits now
Lions it’s time to order your Peace Poster Kits. The 

theme for 2018 – 2019 is  “Kindness Matters.”
Kits are now available to order from LCI. The cost 

is $11.95 plus postage.  The 
deadline for ordering is October 
1 at midnight.

This is a great simple project 
that all clubs can participate 
in.We had about 17 entries last 

year. Let’s see if all clubs can hold a contest this year.
PDG Don Cunningham, Peace Poster Chair

Map data ©2018 Google 200 ft 

5 min
0.2 mile

via E Harvey Ave

Mostly at

Walk 0.2 mile, 5 min201 E Harvey Ave, Wellington, KS 67152 to Panhandle Railroad
Museum

Wellington Kansas - Knights of Columbus Hall, 201 E Harvey Ave., to 
Panhandle Railroad Museum

By Debra Funke
17N Global Service Team

The Global Service Framework gives Lions and 
Leos new opportunities to serve, new ways to unite 
service-minded men and women around the world, 
and new ways to meet the challenges of the next cen-

tury. Lions move forward through service by focusing 
our efforts in five areas—diabetes, vision, hunger, en-
vironment, and childhood cancer—with Lions Clubs 
International’s goal to change 200 million lives per 
year by 2021 within the new framework.

 The first focus and push of the new framework is 
combating the worldwide diabetes epidemic by help-
ing to prevent diabetes and improve the quality of life 
for those diagnosed with the disease.

LCI’s goals include:
• Educate ourselves and our communities.
• Create environments that inspire and support 

healthy lifestyles.
• Increase access to diabetes care, medication and 

diagnostic equipment.

• Help implement national diabetes policies and 
plans.

 Lions and Leos will begin to achieve these goals 
by striving to control the global diabetes epidemic and 
assisting those affected by the disease. As the largest 
service organization in the world, we can empower 
each other to fight this disease.  

 As Kansas Lions join the fight against diabetes, Li-
ons Clubs International’s platform will revolve around 
three basic strategies of prevention, control/manage-
ment, and research.

There’s information and ideas for diabetes-aware-
ness projects on the LCI website.  

Diabetes is first focus of Global Service Initiative



Lions of District 17-N,
As of June 15, 2018, District 17-N reported 

$16,971.00 in donations for Lions year 2017-2018. 
Our goal was $12,500.00. Therefore, we have met 
135.8% of our goal. We had 36 
of our 78 clubs make a donation 
to Lions Clubs International 
(LCIF).

With 2018 being LCIF’s 
50th anniversary, we are asking 
each club to think about pre-
senting a Melvin Jones Fellow-
ship.  I would encourage all District 17-N Lions Club 
to consider honoring a Lion or a community LCIF 
supporter with a Melvin Jones Fellowship. 

The following District 17-N Lions Clubs have at 
least $1,000 (amount required for one MJF) in “un-
named” money in their LCIF Installment account: 

Augusta, Benton, Burlington, Chanute, Coffeyeville 
Daylight Defenders, Columbus, Independence, Inman, 
Kincaid, Madison, Maize, Park City, and Pleasant Val-
ley.

LCIF is still recruiting Club LCIF Coordinators. 
If you would like to serve in this position for your club 
for the 2018-2019 year, tell your club president today!

Think about all that LCIF has given our state in 
grants and natural disaster assistance and please give 
back to LCIF.  LCIF has awarded a $10,000 disas-
ter relief grant to District 17-N for the Eureka, KS 
tornado relief effort. Please consider a club or personal 
donation to LCIF. Clubs can mark its donation for a 
future MJF fellow to be named.

Thank you,
PDG Bill Kincaid

District LCIF Coordinator

New Lions Clubs International Foundation Campaign

Empowering Global Service
As challenges facing our world expand, so must 

our capacity to combat them. To build a future 
promising even greater service impact, Lions Clubs 
International Foundation (LCIF) – your foundation 
– proudly introduces Campaign 100: LCIF Em-
powering Service.

The most ambitious fundraising effort in LCIF’s 
history, Campaign 100 will span three years and seek 
to raise US$300 million by June 30, 2021. Cam-
paign 100 will empower Lions to serve 200+ million 

people a year by:
• Increasing service impact
• Fighting diabetes
• Expanding global causes
These are not things that any one Lion, club or 

district can do alone.  But together, we can. Together, 
our work and personal financial gifts to our founda-
tion will ensure a brighter future for the next 100 years 
– and beyond. Bookmark LCIF.org/BE100 to stay 
up-to-date on our new initiative.

District tops LCIF Goal for 2017-2018

Hello Lions of District 17 N. I am returning as 
your Global Membership Team Coordinator for 
Lions Year 2018-2019. I support District Governor 
Patrick and all the District N Leadership Team in all 
of their efforts to provide “more hands for more ser-
vice” throughout our great District 17 N.

A great way to serve our communities is our Lions 
KIDSIGHT USA child vision screening. Is your 
Lions Club providing FREE child vision screening in 
your community? If your club is not then you should 
contact me to find out the details for this great pro-
gram which impacts everyone in your community in 

a positive way. If you are unsure just what this is all 
about please contact me.

Later this summer the 2018-
19 Leadership Directories will be 
available with my contact informa-
tion but until then my cellphone 
number is 620-490-1461. I am 
available by both phone call and 
text message I do not know every-
thing but I do know where to find answers to ques-
tions. WE SERVE 

Lion Terry Weldin

Terry Weldin returns in GMT and KIDSIGHT roles



Club news and notes
What’s happening around District 17N

Send your club news to the newsletter editor at rfunke3@cox.net.  
Deadline is always the 20th of the month

The Columbus Lions Club has been busy at the 
grill. The club cooked hamburgers, cheeseburgers, pol-
ish sausages, and hotdogs for the city sesquicentennial 
and Fourth of July celebration. 

To close out the summer, they cooked from July  
24-28 at the Cherokee County Fair. 

*****
Burlington Lions Club was busy at the Coffey 

County Fair that same weekend, operating an ice 
cream booth —  a popular stop on hot summer days. 

****
Lion Rhanda Andrews of the Baxter Springs 

Lions Club came up with the idea of a Facebook sum-
mer photo contest to increase awareness of the Club.  

Categories are Animals/ Pet photography, Nature, 
Hometown Pride

Entries were posted on the club’s Facebook page 
and voters had to like the club page and then like the 
picture to vote.  Winners will be announced at the 
next meeting of the club in August.  The contest was 
open to anyone with a Facebook account.

The contest has drawn attention to the club page 
and increased followers.  Lion Rhanda is the First Vice 
President of the club for 2018-19.

****
How many Lions does it take to screw in a light-

bulb? Fredonia Lions answered that question recently, 
installing 105 lightbulbs in the new star and cross that 
will be lit on the south mound overlooking the com-
munity this holiday seasion (picture on page 9)

Wellington welcomed new Lion Joe Stewart (right) 
pictured with his sponsor Lenny Scheufler at a July 
meeting. 

Augusta’s Immediate Past President Judy Dryden 
was awarded a Plaque of Appreciation from the club 
by President Harry Stockwell. 



Lion President Lori Horton of the Pittsburg Lions 
Club recently dropped some groceries and books in 
the new blessing box near the Knights of Columbus/ 
Wesley House. They hope this will encourage oth-
ers to fill this space up! The Pittsburg Lions plan on 
bringing items every meeting to drop!  We Serve!

District Governor Patrick Laham presents the  
Century Silver pin to Gary O’Neal received in 
recognition of his new member sponsorship last year.

Fredonia Lion Kenny Steets (right), received his  
55-year membership pin, presented by Chuck  
England, zone chair, at the July 19 dinner meeting 
of the Fredonia club. New officers were installed and 
outgoing president Peggy Ogle presented certifi-
cates of appreciation to several club members. 

Humboldt Lion Darrell Krone was presented a  
Melvin Jones Fellowship by First Vice District 
Governor Marla Larison at a recent visit to the 
Humboldt club. The award recognizes Lion Darrell’s 
dedication to humanitarian service. Lion Darrell 
received a lapel pin, a special 50th Anniversary LCIF 
lapel pin, a plaque and a congratulatory letter.  The 
club also received a banner chevron recognizing 
Lion Darrell’s achievement. 



By DG Patrick Laham
Lion Merle and I joined an estimated 30,000 Lions 

from around the world for the 2018 Lions Clubs In-
ternational Convention in Las Vegas. 

The convention actually started with the DG school 
which began on Monday, June 25.  After pictures with 
incoming International President Gudrun Yngvadottir, 
and her husband Dr. Jon Bjarni Thorsteinsson, we were 
showered with many wonderful gifts.  In the evening, 
we attended a meet and greet with our Group Leader, 
PID Mike Molenda from Minnesota, and other 
DGE’s in our group.  Photos were taken at the event, 
and one is posted here.  The next three days were spent 
in extensive training even before the convention began. 
Notable personalities who presented motivational 
inspiration to the 750+ DGE’s, in addition to our 
International President, were Olympic Gold Medalist 
Nadia Comeneci and her training partner, Bart Con-
nor. 

A very inspirational talk was given by a young girl 
who had attended a Lions Diabetes Camp which was 
conducted by my very good friends, Lion Lidia Petrov-
Jones, and PDG Lion Mike Jones from California.

District Governor Patrick Laham (back row, second from right) joined District Governor candidates from 
across the United States for three days of District Governor Elect School, held in Las Vegas as part of the 
2018 Lions Club International Convention.  

The 101st Lions Clubs International Convention 
2018 officially began on Friday, June 29 with regis-
tration and seminars. The MGM Grand Hotel and 
Casino was the headquarters for the convention.  I was 
still in school on that day, so Merle and I had already 
picked up our registration packets. 

A formal celebration banquet for District Governor 
Elect School Graduates was held at the Mirage Hotel 
Ballroom on Friday evening. The Kansas Delegation 
had a buffet supper at the Luxor hotel that evening.

Saturday morning began with the International 
Parade. Kansas Lions marched in 104 degree heat 
with our sunflower umbrellas.  Upon returning to the 
MGM Grand, we attended the International Show 
featuring Cirque Dreams Jungle Fantasy.

Sunday began with entertainment by the Rat Pack, 
a Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin, Sammy Davis, Jr., trib-
ute group before the First Plenary session.  Dr. Sanjay 
Gupta, chief medical correspondent at CNN, spoke of 
his worldwide experience with the epidemic of diabe-
tes. He has launched an anti-obesity campaign called 

Continued on next page

Inspirational speakers, entertainment and  
training highlights of International Convention



Convention
Continued from previous page
“Fit Nation” to combat obesity, a major contributor to 
Type 2 diabetes.  

After the first plenary, I proudly cast my vote for 
my friend, PID Brian Sheehan 
from Minnesota, to be the As-
sociations Third Vice President.

On Monday, the second 
plenary entertainment was by 
Michael Cavanaugh, a piano 
artist who performed covers 
of Billy Joel, Elton John, and 
Jerry Lee Lewis.  Wynona Judd, 
now known just as Wynona, 
officially opened the session.  
President Bush 43 was our 
speaker for the morning.  He 
was interviewed by his former 
staff member, Ari Fleischer.  
Security was extra tight for 
this event with President Bush, 
and no one could enter or leave 
the arena after the doors were 
closed. No backpacks or other 
bags were allowed and a clear 
plastic bag was issued to each 
participant to carry personal be-
longings.  We were asked to not 
even wear Lions pins or other 
metallic objects.  

There were many parties and events on Sunday 
and Monday evening.  We attended a party hosted by 
Georgia Lions, and the Scandinavian Party with Inter-
national President Gudrun, and her husband, Dr. John.  

The final plenary began with Mr. Las Vegas, Wayne 
Newton, welcoming us by singing a couple of his hits 
including Danke Shoen. Wynona sang the invoca-
tion for the day. The election results were announced, 
and President Aggarwal welcomed new International 
President Gudrun Yngvadottir, who administered the 
oath of office to District Governors-elect.  The ribbons 
hanging from our name tags were removed, signifying 
that we were now full-fledged governors.  

Your 2018-2019 International Officers are:
3rd Vice President Brian Sheehan from Bird Is-

land, Minnesota USA
2nd Vice President Judge Haynes Townsend from 

Dalton, Georgia USA

Fredonia Lions are making progress restoring the 
lighted star and cross that shine over their commu-
nity from the “south mound” that is also home to the 
giant flag that can be seen from miles away. 

Lions Club International President Gudrun Yngvadottir (left center) and 
husband Dr. Jon Bjarni Thorsteinsson (left) with 17 N District Governor 
Patrick Laham (far right), and his wife, Lion Merle, at the International 
Convention, held in Las Vegas in June. 

1st Vice President Dr. Jung-Yul Choi, Republic of 
Korea, 

International President Gudrun Yngvadottir, 
Iceland

Next year the International Convention will be held 
in Milan, Italy.



Today ( July 26) we drove out to the Hutchinson Correctional Facility 
(HCF) to deliver supplies, and pick up their finished glasses. We picked up 
7 large shipper boxes of finished glasses, (500 pairs each) 3,500 pairs total.   
We met PDG  Randy St. Aubyn at the HCF, he had glasses for us to take 
back for recycling also.

We drove on to the State Office at Wichita, emptied the “Dropbox” on 
the front porch, cleaned up ALL of the containers of glasses that had been 
dropped off by area local clubs in the past month. We did get a LOAD. 

Drove on to Arkansas City to deliver supplies that are needed at the 
Winfield Correctional Facility (WCF). PDG Tim 
Hays stores the finished glasses and supplies in 
his warehouse in Arkansas City, as the WCF does 
not have adequate storage space available for these 
items.  We picked up nine large shipper boxes of 
finished glasses (500 pairs each) 4,500 pairs total.  
THANKS Lion Tim Hays for his generosity of al-
lowing the Lions of MD17 to use your facilities for 
storage.

We drove on to Augusta, meeting District Gov-
ernor Patrick there. He had several containers of glasses that he had received 
during recent club visits.  We also picked up several “New Member Kits” 
from Governor Patrick to deliver in Osage City to Zone Chair Gary Grif-
fith on the road home.

 After we finished sorting this load we realized 800 pairs of dark sun-
glasses; 2, 400 pairs of good reusable glasses that will be shipped to the pris-
ons soon;  two medium sized boxes of salvage glasses, parts and pieces, and a 
total of 16 large shipper boxes (500 pairs each) 8,000 pairs that are ready for 
immediate delivery to groups for mission trips to third world countries.  

We covered the 456 miles in 12 hours, tired and ready for some rest.
Respectfully In Lionism 

Viola and Bernard Lee

           

From Scranton to Winfield and back... 
picking up eyeglasses around the statl Save the 

Date
First State Council  

Meeting
August 10-12  

First District N  
Cabinet meeting
August 18, 2018,

Wellington Lions Club to 
host at Knights of  

Columbus Building in 
Wellington.  

Second State  
Council Meeting

October 26-28

Second District N  
Cabinet meeting

November 10, 2018 
Benton Lions Club to host 

Kansas Lions  
Mid Winter Rally   

January 25-27, 2019 
in Manhattan.  

Third District N  
Cabinet meeting:   
February 9, 2019 

Emporia Lions to host  
17N District Convention 

April 12 & 13  
in El Dorado 

Butler Community College
Kansas Lions State  

Convention  
100th Anniversary of  

Lions Clubs in Kansas
May 31-June 2, 2019 

in Lawrence.  
Final District N  

Cabinet meeting:   
June 8, 2019

Independence Lions  
to host 

New Lions 
Seven new Lions have joined clubs in District 17N 

 July 1 through July 26. 
New Lion Club Sponsor
Dianna Berry Caney Steven Berry
Timothy Clark Jr Garnett David Branton
Nicholas Reynolds Humboldt Chris Bauer
Brock Baxter Osage City Clinton Bosse
Scott Brenner Osage City Gary Griffith
Cierra D Taylor Parsons Deanna 
  Hollingsworth


