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Save the 
Date

Here’s the Cabinet 
Meeting dates for  

2019-2020
November 2, 2019 ................

2nd Cabinet Meeting
Burlington

February 8, 2020 ..................
3rd Cabinet Meeting

Yates Center 
April 17-18, 2020 .................

District Convention
Chanute 

June 13, 2020 ........................
4th Cabinet Meeting

Independence 
Follow us onFacebook:  
KansasLionsDistrict17N 

Twitter  
@kslions17n

District website:
kslions17n.org

Hello Lions of District 17 N!  We just returned home from the Firs 
State Lions Council Meeting in McPherson, 
over the weekend.  It was a great weekend of 
fun, fellowship, good food and lots of meet-
ings!  If you have never attended a State 
Council meeting its a great way to find out 
what the various committees and foundations 
are working on for this year. 

I would like to say a special thank you to 
the Lions of District N that helped out with 
the hospitality room at State Council.  The 
District spent very little providing this ha-
ven with coffee and cold ice water, fruit and 
vegetable trays, homemade cookies, brownies, 

cupcakes, cheese trays, pretzels and cinnamon rolls.  Thank you to 1VDG 
Chris & Carol Bauer, 2VDG Richard Caldwell, PDG Terry and Lion 
Wanda Weldin, PDG Gene and Lion Terry Allen, DistrictTreasurer John 
and  Lions Cindy and Michelle Scovill, PDG Dan and Becky Funke, 
Lion Lori Horton, District Governor Diane and PDG David Hentges 
and Mr. Hospitality PCC Jess Larison.  These folks pitched in and took 
care of what was needed to round out the hospitality room that provides 
a spot for Lions to gather to share stories and a snack.  A Lion can learn 
a lot hanging out in the Hospitality Room!  If I overlooked anyone that 
helped out I apologize — it was a busy place.

The DG team is busy visiting and scheduling club visits.  It would be 
great to have all official visits wrapped up before the holidays are upon us.  
If you have received an email requesting a club visit please respond and 
lets get these visits completed!  

Continued on page 3

Club visits, Council meeting and more 
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So far this summer, it has been a learning experience 
for me. I am gathering necessary ideas and facts to 
become a leader to serve District 17N. 

I am rather happy the summer has been not so busy 
with the clubs. Many members have either been gath-
ering in the crops, on vacation, or putting extra hours 
into their work with the extended summer hours. The 
Valley Center Lions requested me to induct their new-
ly elected officers for 2019-2020 on June 28. This was 
quite an honor for me since it was my first “duty” as a 
District 17 N Officer, and the club had the confidence 
to ask me.

My August and September appear to be busy.  I 
have visited or plan to visit Lions’ Clubs in Inman 
(August 11), Goddard (August 15), Hesston (August 
19), Augusta (August 20), Wichita Northwest Lions 
(September 5), Halstead (September 16), and Burrton 
(September 25). 

I attended the Kansas Lions’ State Council Meet-
ing in McPherson on August 10 and the District 17N 
Cabinet meeting in Parsons on August 17. With all 
these informative meetings, I will be attending addi-
tional training at the USA -Canada Forum in Spo-
kane, Washington from September 18-22. I’ll see what 
October-November bring for visits and meetings.

I hope by now clubs in the west part of District 17N 
have received word about training for Club Presidents, 
Secretaries, and Treasurers to be  held in Valley Center 
on Saturday, August 24 at the Valley Center Commu-

nity Center, 314 East Clay, from 9 am to noon. 
With the “My Lion” and its funny little quirks it 

would be a good idea for officers to attend especially 
for the secretaries. 

I have discovered the hard way the problems caused 
by lack of reporting from clubs and sometimes leader-
ship at all levels. Budgets for District 17 N and Lions 
Club International are set with what is reported by 
computer to LCI. In turn, 
planning for these budgets 
allow District 17N and Lions 
International to serve mem-
bership better. Even if clubs 
or individuals do not attend 
training, it is important to get 
monthly membership, service, 
and expense reports sent in by 
computer. 

If help is needed to work 
the way through “My Lion”, clubs and individuals are 
encouraged to contact LCI, State, or District for ad-
ditional help.

It is my wish to contact all District 17N Clubs 
through visits, meeting at District or State Conven-
tions, or attending Zone Meetings. Every member and 
Club  are  important in reinforcing the Lions’ motto of 
“WE SERVE”.  

Richard Caldwell
Second Vice District Governor 17N

We are in second year of the two year celebration of 
100 years of Lions Clubs in Kansas.  A brief history 
lesson: John H. Boys, a Wichita banker, was the char-
ter president of the Wichita Downtown Club which 

was the first Lions Club formed in 
Kansas December 4, 1919.  

In 1921, when the International 
Convention voted a redistricting 
plan, Kansas was separated from 
Oklahoma and became District 
17 and John Boys was appointed 
district governor.  Lion Boys was 
also the first International Director 

from Kansas, elected for the 1922-1925 term.  Un-
fortunately, he died in 1924 before he completed his 
term.

During year one of our Centennial Celebration, we 

focused on obtaining digital copies of photos, ban-
ners, and other information from the past 100 years of 
Kansas Lions.  At the Lions State Convention in May 
of this year we had a running slide presentation of 550 
photos which took about 47 minutes to view.

Now year two has started we are collecting and 
digitally archiving historical documents from the past 
100 years of Kansas Lionism.  Our plan is to assemble 
all the information into an electronic file covering the 
first 100 years of Kansas Lions. But to do that we need 
your help in gathering the material.  We would like 
to have copies of newspaper articles, newsletters and 
other items detailing the history of your club.  Other 
items of interest are event flyers/posters, club charters, 
banners, awards, photos, club pins, etc.

In addition since the last Kansas Lions history book
Continued on next page

Kansas Lions centennial project — year two

Learning on the road around the district
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Governor’s message
Continued from page 1

The new directories are out and we will have them 
for distribution at the Cabinet meeting and will be 
delivered in person or by mail to the clubs.

We have several clubs that have not paid their LCI 
dues that were sent out early in July.  Our District 
Treasurer John Scovill has prepared and sent invoices 
for District and State dues also.  If your club secretary 
or president has not received these invoices please let 
us know and we will get a copy out to you by actual 
mail if necessary.  Let’s get those paid as soon as pos-
sible so we can get the treasurer doing other things 
besides checking his mail box daily.  As the year begins 
our bills start arriving too, thank you for your prompt 
payments.

Please order new membership packets for use in-
ducting new members.  Packets with Dr. Choi’s signa-
ture are available.  Let’s be ready to induct members.

Don’t forget the upcoming officer training in Valley 
Center on August 24.

If there is anything I can do to help you or your club 
please don’t hesitate to contact me.  The contact infor-
mation is located on the front page of the newsletter 
for the District Governor team.  

We Work For You!
Marla Larison

District Governor 17 N

Lions history project
Continued from page 2

contained information up to 2000, no club data has 
been collected since then.  

The committee asks that you write up a short article 
telling about the major fundraisers and service projects 
your club held in the last 20 years; please include any 
photos.  And if you have a club banner and/or charter 
please take a picture of it and send it to: lionchris@
sbcglobal.net

Chris Bauer
First Vice District Governor 17N

It’s time to order Peace Poster Kits for the 2019-
2020 contest. Ordering on the Lions Club Interna-
tional website is a little different this year.  
Here’s the directions to find the kit online: 

1) Go to LCI Shop. 
2) In the menu go to Club Meeting Supplies.  
3) Down at the bottom of the list under Party Sup-

plies you will find Peace Poster Kits. 
4) They are $11.95 plus shipping, which is about $6. 
Remember you have to order a kit for each contest 

you hold. You can not make copies. Groups sponsored 
by your club such as Boy Scout, Leo Club are not 
eligible to participate in the contest. 

You can hold the contest through your school and 
members from your sponsored clubs (Leos, Boy 
Scouts, etc.) may participate though that contest. 

Please closely follow all the requirements. All win-
ning posters need to be postmarked by or delivered to 
me by November 15. 

I have ordered five extra kits and will have them for 
purchase after August 19. Several are already reserved, 
but contact me to see if I still have kits available. I’m 
also happy to answer questions about sponsoring a 
Peace Poster contest or need help please contact me at 
cunning98@yahoo.com or 620-

PDG Don Cunningham

Peace Poster kits available from LCI

What I learned at the Cabinet meeting—
So you think cabinet meetings and zone meetings 

are “must skip” events.  Here’s what I learned at the 
District 17N Cabinet meeting on Saturday, August 17:

• Hillsboro Lions purchased a new sight screener 
for use in the schools in Marion County, serving more 
than 400 students.  

• Cedar Vale Lions host an annual Labor Day pic-
nic.

• Walton Lions have a installed a new electronic 
sign along Highway 50 for community events.  

• Osage City Lions Club has been serving the com-
munity for 80 years!

• Twenty-five of the 74 clubs in District 17N 
contributed $14,446.44 for Lions Club International 
Foundation in 2018-2019 (far short of our $60,000 
goal). 

There’s more, but I am out of room!
Zone and cabinet meetings are a great way to share 

ideas and celebrate success. More on page 5. 
Lion Becky Funke, newsletter editor
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Happy Fall Y’all! Last newsletter I promised to ad-
dress the answer to the obvious question “What does 
the Lions Club DO?”

I’m sure many of you that are long time members 
might feel like this question 
needs no answer, everyone 
knows, right? 

Wrong! The younger folks 
are losing that connection to 
civic groups and volunteer 
organizations and they really 
don’t have any idea. Some 
may have heard the name Li-
ons Club from their parents 
or more likely grandparents, 
but they don’t know what 

that translates to in their life. 
Better question, what does YOUR Lions Club do? 

This answer will be different for every town, but I 
think everyone can have a short, concise, ready an-
swer. Something that not only briefly sums up what 
the international organization does but emphasizes 
how much of what we do stays local. Busy moms and 
grandmoms and aunts and everyone else need to know 
that their valuable time when given will be for a good 
purpose, not just to fundraise towards paying for more 
fundraising. 

I think women tend to be more pragmatic in this 
way and that’s why I am also always very upfront on 
dues. There’s nothing worse than getting interested in 
a club and then finding out that you just can’t afford to 
be a member right now. 

Some clubs serve a meal during meetings or meet at 
restaurants, this is a great social aspect, but it adds to 
the financial commitment of being a member. These 
may be some of  the things that we are hanging on to 
because we’ve always done it that way and that is not a 
good reason to continue anything in life. 

Once you have answered that question, the next 
Continued on next page

One of the New Voices in the Burlington 
Lions Club is Lion Kara Reynolds. Lion Kara is 
serving as 3rd Vice President and LCIF Coordi-
nator for Burlington Lions Club. Lion Kara is a 
busy leader in our community as the Director of 
Coffey County Public Transportation with a new 
expansion of the facilities and services available to 
the citizens of Coffey County.

Every Lions Club needs new members and 
leaders to best serve their community and the 
ever changing needs facing their club. Lion Kara 
was part of the Burlington Lions Club Ice Cream 
Booth at the Coffey County Fair.

Share the story of the New Voices in your club. 
Send a paragraph about the member and their 
photo to newsletter17N@cox.net.

Women’s membership

Share your club’s 
story to recruit 
new members
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New Voices: Make 
your club accessible
Continued from previous page
thing to do is invite a potential member to a meeting 
of course, but please don’t lead with, “We really need 
more women in our club.”

We need new, great members — women and men 
— with diverse backgrounds, ages and outlooks. 
People that will get excited about all the things that 
are on the horizon for Lions Clubs and who better to 
plan, organize and implement those things, than the 
women leaders of tomorrow! 

One good lesson we all need to learn is that we must 
meet people where they are. By that I mean, if you are 
a club that has always met at lunch, maybe you try an 
evening meeting because few have the luxury of a set 
lunch hour these days. Maybe try a different day of 
the week, school functions can be a deterrent to being 
able to attend a Thursday or Friday night meeting. We 
all should be willing to step out of our comfort zones 
and try something different, it may not work, but we’ll 
never know until we try! Next newsletter let’s talk 
about what kinds of service projects we can use to at-
tract those new voices!

Lori Horton, President and Membership Chairman, 
Pittsburg Lions Club Member since January 2016

Zone meetings on the calendar
•Zone 2 Zone Social/Meeting on September 

24 in Parsons Circle Park 
• Zone 13 Meeting on September 10 at the 

Pizza Hut in McPherson
• Zone 6 meeting, watch for date for Septem-

ber meeting at Goddard Pizza Hut 

The Zone Chair is responsible for supporting quality 
clubs within the zone. It is our responsibility to ensure 
that clubs meet the needs of both their members and 
their communities, function within the association’s 
constitution and policies, are aware of the support 
provided by the district and strive for excellence and 
continuous growth. 

As Zone Chairs we are charged to be a crucial link 
between the clubs in the zone and the district. We’re 
here to motivate, counsel and communicate and pro-
mote to clubs about district programs and activities. 
So please contact us for any help or support (Contact 
info also in the Multiple District Directory.)

From Zone 6 Chair PDG Dan Funke
Zone 1 ....................................................... Doug Gatewood

620-762-0076, e-mail: doug.gatew@gmail.com 
Clubs: Baxter Springs, Columbus, Galena Route 66, Girard, 
McCune, Pittsburg 

Zone 2 .........................................................Verlyn Bolinger 
H-620-421-6486, C-620-423-2743, e-mail: bolinger12@

yahoo.com 
Clubs: Altamont, Chanute, Humboldt, Oswego, Parsons

Zone 3 .........................................................Chuck England 
620-485-4284, e-mail: englandchuck44@gmail.com 
Clubs: Caney, Coffeyville, Coffeyville Daylight Defenders, 
Fredonia, Independence, Neodesha 

Zone 4 .......................................................... Marvin Shultz 
620-203-9216 (text message preferred), e-mail: marvinshultz@

gmail.com 
Clubs: Arkansas City, Arkansas City Early Bird, Cedar Vale, 
Sedan, Winfield

Zone 5 ............................................................... Frank Mull 
C-316-209-4488, e-mail: fmull@swbell.net 
Clubs: Belle Plaine, Derby Noon, Mulvane, Oxford, Welling-
ton 

Zone 6 ............................................................... Dan Funke
C-316-650-0737, e-mail: djfunke@cox.net 

Clubs: Clearwater, Colwich, Goddard, Viola 
Zone 7 ........................................................... Scott Helmke

316-239-1749 or 316-260-0081, e-mail: sdhelmke@hotmail.
com 

Clubs: Augusta, El Dorado, Maize, Park City, Wichita Down-
town, Wichita Northwest 

Zone 8 ..............................................................Jim Gregory 
316-755-2031, e-mail: jimgregory123@gmail.com 
Clubs: Bel Aire, Benton, Pleasant Valley, Potwin, Towanda, 
Valley Center, 

Zone 9 ..........................................................David Branton 
H-785-448-5405, C-785-448-5700, e-mail: drbranton3@

gmail.com 
Clubs: Burlington, Colony, Garnett, Kinkaid, Westphalia, Yates 
Center 

Zone 10  ....................................................Rosalie Voorhees
H-620-699-3879, e-mail: rosalievoorhees@yahoo.com 
Clubs: Carbondale, Lyndon, Osage City, Ottawa, Reading, 
Scranton 

Zone 11 ........................................................Ralph Rodgers
620-490-0066, e-mail: rodgersralph55@gmail.com 
Clubs: Emporia, Eureka, Lebo, Madison, Neosho Rapids, Olpe 

Zone12 .............................................................. Larry Funk
620-877-0092, e-mail: funktronicz@speednet.com 
Clubs: Burrton, Halstead, Hesston, Hillsboro, Newton, Walton, 
Whitewater 

Zone 13 ............................................................ Willie Tolle
H-620-345-8346, e-mail: tollehouse@mtelco.net 
Clubs: Canton, Inman, Lindsborg, Marquette, Moundridge, 
Windom

So what’s your zone? How knowing the answer can help!
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Club news and notes
What’s happening around District 17N

Send your club news to the newsletter editor at newsletter17N@cox.net 

Tom Henrichs of the Independence Lions Club spoke to fellow club members at a club picnic on Aug. 6 
about Kiddy Land — the playground area of Independence’s Riverside Park that has been a longstand-
ing project of the Independence club. Henrichs spoke about the upkeep and maintenance of the more 
than 50 structures at the Kiddy Land area. The club picnic also included presentation by District Governor 
Marla Larison.

Goddard Lions Club joined in the community’s National Night Out celebration serving up ice cold water-
melon and providing entertainment for the younger set with it’s barrel train. 
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Japanese exchange student Haruka Yamakawa 
from Kyoto, Japan, along with her host Lion Lor-
raine and PCC Harry Stockwell, helped out at the 
Augusta Lions Club Lemonade Stand at a recent 
car show.

Coming Up —
August 25 Oxford Lions Golf Classic, Quail Ridge Golf Course. Contact Nick Ruyle, 620-440-8170 

or Kevin Ruyle, 620-218-2508.
September 7, Oxford Watermelon Festival, 8 am to 11 pm, Napawalla Park: Watermelon Festival in 

Oxford. Full day of activities: craft booths, Lions Club hamburger feed, parade at 2 pm, and more. See the 
poster at Oxford Lions or District 17N Facebook page. 

September 8: Osage City Lions Club Golf Tournament. 8:30 am Shotgun start. 4 man scamble. Con-
tact Gary Griffith at 785-220-1668. 

September 14, Inman Lions Club Hamburger/Hot Dog feed. 5-7:30 pm, Lambert Park. All proceeds 
benefit a local family affected by ALS (Lou Gerhig’s Disease)

September 21, Hillsboro Lions food concessions at 50th Annual Hillsboro Craft Fair. We will again 
be serving all our delicious food including Tater Twisters, bierocks and funnel cakes along with a new 
twist—Tater Toppers for additional flavoring on your Tater Twisters.  

September 27 Valley Center Lions Club Car Show. 4:30 to 9 pm on Main Street. Enjoy a “Famous 
Lions All-Beef Frank & Drink meal.”

December 4 Wichita Downtown Centennial Celebration at Rolling Hills Country Club.   Lions Club 
International  First Vice President Judge Haynes H. Townsend is guest speaker. Watch for more details.

Bel Aire Lion Larry hands a snow cone to a grateful 
recipient during the Bel Aire National Night Out on 
August 6. 

Want to share  
your club’s news and events?  

Send information to the
newsletter editor  

by the 10th of month for the  
next newsletter at 

newsletter17N @cox.net
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Global Action Team —Service

Diabetes kits for schools an easy service project

Have you paid your  
district, state dues?

Club presidents and treasurers, how are you 
answering the question posed in the headline.  
District treasurer John Scovill said about half of 
you can answer “yes.” 

As of the District Cabinet meeting 39 of the 
74 clubs in the distict had paid their dues. 

Invoices were sent via email. If you did not get 
your invoice, please contact Lion John Scovill at 
jscovill1@cox.net for another copy. 

If your club is looking for an 
easy and relatively inexpensive 
service project for Diabetes 
Awareness, borrow this idea from 
District A.

These Emergency Diabetic kits 
are a shoe-box 
sized kit for 
classrooms 
(regular 
class-
rooms 
and 
specials 
(e.g. art, 
music, physical 
education, science, computer lab) 
that have one or more students 
who could experience an emer-
gency during a school lockdown 
or other times that a school nurse 
might not be available. 

Kits include a bottle of water, a 
variety of high glucose snacks and 
instructions for the teacher on 
how to best help the student in a 
diabetic emergency. 

Organizers in District A have 
offered some helpful tips:

• Contact your school nurse and 
ask for their support. To preserve 

World Sight Day is traditionally held in 
October during Vision Awareness Month. Does 
your club have an activity planned? Check out the 
Resource Center at lionsclubs.org for ideas. 

confidentiality, the school nurse 
can be a liason between the par-
ents, students and building staff. 

• With the help of the school 
nurse, determine how many kits 
are needed  — and be sure to 
include all grade levels, from pre-
school to high school. 

• Assemble the kits (inexpensive 
shoebox-size plastic  contain-
ers with a snap-on lid are good) 
with stickers that say EMER-
GENCY DIABETES KIT and 

sponsored by _________ Lions 
Club. Fill the kit with bottled 
water, a tube of gel frosting, pack-
aged cookies, fruit snacks, fruit 
juce (boxed or bottled) and mints 
(Lion’s Mints are a great choice). 
Be sure to check expiration dates 
so items can be replaced after the 
expiration dates. 

For more information about 
this project, contact Debra Funke, 
17N Global Service Chair at dl-
funke@hotmail.com or 316-650-
7613 or PDG Carleen Rajala, 
17A Global Service Chair, who 
originated this project at 913-
481-7328 or lioncarleen@gmail.
com
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Announcing 
Club Officer Training 

For Presidents,1st and 2nd Vice-Pres., Secretaries and Treasurers 
Saturday, August 24 - 9:00 AM to 12:00 Noon 

Valley Center Community Center 
314 East Clay, Valley Center, KS 

If you are coming in from the south you will see Pizza Hut on east side of Meridian, turn right on Clay 
Street and go 1 blk to the Valley Center Community Center at 314 East Clay, Valley Center Kansas 

Pizza Hut is on Meridian which the main street that comes into town from the south. 

Doors open at 8:30 AM with Rolls and Drinks 

General Session for all officers 
 Organizational structure of Lions Club 

International, MD 17, your district and 
zone 

 Club reporting that is required by federal 
and state governments and LCI 

 Strategic Planning – Why it is important 
for your club 

 Membership 

 Community Involvement 
 Projects that effect your community 
 Changing of officers and what is 

required and suggested 
 The move from LCI Website to mobile 

app.  We will make sure you are 
connected and logged in.

 

President Training 
 Planning the year with your Board of 

Directors 
 Mapping and planning your year as 

President 
 More discussion on why it is important 

to do strategic planning and how to 
conduct effective club meetings 

 Communication – The key to a 
successful club 

 Membership growth - Why 
 

Secretary Training 
 What records do I keep and where do I 

keep them? 
 Communicating to club members 

 What things do I need reflected in club 
minutes? 

 Attendance records and different key 
and membership awards 

 What reports must the club file to 
federal, state and LCI and when are 
they due? 

 

Treasurer Training 
 Financial Records – What is required? 
 Reports that should be given to club and 

Finance Committee if used 
 Payment of bills and receipts 
 Bank requirements for signatures 
 Yearly Audit 
 990’s, Articles of Incorporation and 

sales tax exemption
Please register by going to https://kslions17n.org/officer-training/ and 
filling out the form for this event.  Registration deadline is Wednesday 
August 21, 2019.  Questions – Call Helen LeBlanc at 316-644-0168, 
District Leadership Chair 

  


