
Greetings fellow Lions, 
Fall is upon us even though the temperatures aren’t exactly showing it 

yet.  The District Governor team has been busy visiting clubs.  As of Sep-
tember 1 we had completed 27 club visits with an additional 41 scheduled 

in September and October.  If you have not 
been contacted to schedule a club visit please 
let us know.  We have reached out to all the 
clubs but still have a few unconfirmed.

During the time I have been visiting clubs 
we all have a common theme, a lot of our clubs 
are looking for members and new projects.  It 
can be done and we have clubs working to 
grow membership.  Wear your pin and don’t be 
surprised if someone asks about Lions Club.  
At that time you need a short speech to share 
with them and follow that up with an invita-

tion to attend one of your events or meetings.  There are many times when 
the inquiry is made as to why they don’t belong to Lions Club the answer 
is because they were never asked.  Any organization that is going to grow 
has to make changes along the way and adapt to the “times.” Members 
can be of very diverse backgrounds

And with that diversity comes new ideas. We need to allow those ideas 
to grow and become our new projects of the future.  I won’t say this is 
easy but nothing worth having is.  At these visits it is always obvious that 
Lions care and just want to continue to serve their communities.  If the 
district leadership team can help you in any way, please contact us.  

Continued on page 3
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Save the 
Date

November 2, 2019 ................
2nd Cabinet Meeting

Burlington
February 8, 2020 ..................

3rd Cabinet Meeting
Yates Center 

April 17-18, 2020 .................
District Convention

Chanute 
Guest: PID Anne and 

Lion Tom Smarsh
 June 13, 2020 ........................

4th Cabinet Meeting
Independence 

Follow us onFacebook:  
KansasLionsDistrict17N 

Twitter  
@kslions17n

District website:
kslions17n.org

New members, new service a 
common theme for district clubs
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Greetings Lions of District 17-N.  I have had a busy 
couple months visiting clubs.  To date I have visited 14 
of the 22 clubs assigned to me.  

In addition to attending the first state council meet-
ing and the first district cabinet 
meeting, in July, I attended the 
Great Plains Lions Leadership 
Institute in Maryville, MO.  What 
a fantastic experience that was!  I 
strongly urge every Lion to con-
sider attending the GPLLI.  

Currently I’m getting ready to 
attend the USA/Canada Forum 

in Spokane, WA.; another opportunity to learn more 
about this great organization we belong to.  

I’ve been working on a project to identify every pin 

associated with Kansas Lions.  And what better time 
to do this than the 100th Anniversary of Lions in 
Kansas.  My goal is to identify every Kansas pin ever 
made.  

I need photos and information about Kansas themed 
pins including State and District Pins, Club Pins, An-
niversary Pins, Leadership Pins, Training Pins, DG/
PDG Pins, Award Pins, Convention Pins, Personal 
Pins, Membership Pins, Sponsor Pins, Band Pins, 
Donation Pins, Fundraiser Pins, ID/PID Pins, Cam-
paign Pins, Pin Trader Club Pins, Promotional Pins, 
and more.  

Please contact me with any pin information at lion-
chris@sbcglobal.net.  Thanks, 

Chris Bauer
First Vice District Governor

I started off the month of August with quite a 
schedule. I visited the Lions Club in Inman on August 
12. Though small in numbers, they have very good 
ideas and should be an example of service with their 
upcoming projects with their support of a community 
member suffering from a serious illness. 

On August 15, I visited Goddard Lions and was 
asked to install their upcoming officers. What an 
honor, since I think highly of this club with their 
leadership, membership, service, and money-making 
projects.  I visited the Hesston Club on August 19. 
They were organizing for a pancake feed. I stopped in 
Augusta on August 20. That club is quite a traditional 
club that gave me a great lesson in being a Lion and 
service while treating me to a great meal.

The month of September has thus far proved to be a 
busy one with fewer club visits but much travel. I trav-
eled on a family trip in early September with enough 
time at home for laundry and packing again to travel 
to Spokane for the USA-Canada Forum.  

I ran into date conflicts with the Halstead Club and 
the Northwest Club but will eventually look at Oc-
tober/November to meeting with the Lions Clubs in 
Burrton, Wichita Northwest Lions, Colwich, Derby 
Noon, Viola, Benton, Lindsborg, Park City, Mound-
ridge, Marquette, and Towanda.  

I sometimes believe that as Lions we need to take 

a breather and consider some points that are either 
forgotten or put aside. In my presentation to my clubs, 
I remind members that all Lions are joining a Com-
munity of Good. People like them have decided to 
take action and serve others. I always think about the 
little blurb I read on  
Facebook: “Volunteering is  
the ultimate exercise in  
Democracy. You vote in  
elections once a year but  
when you volunteer, you vote 
every day about the kind of 
community you want to live 
in.” 

Also, Lions is a great place  
to develop skills and put them 
in action by training from 
the Global Association and fellow Lions. A member 
can develop as they believe and desire to develop as a 
leader. As a member of Lions, members have access to 
a global support system that provides tools to enhance 
their service and their leadership. 

Lastly, as a Lion there is a great feeling that of Ser-
vice that that can be spread and have a positive impact 
on their lives and how they approach the world.

Richard Caldwell
Second Vice District Governor

Lions part of a ‘Community of Good’

On the road and looking for historical pins
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It’s time to order Peace Poster Kits for the 2019-
2020 contest. Ordering on the Lions Club Interna-
tional website is a little different this year.  
Here’s the directions to find the kit online: 

1) Go to LCI Shop. 
2) In the menu go to Club Meeting Supplies.  
3) Down at the bottom of the list under Party Sup-

plies you will find Peace Poster Kits. 
4) They are $11.95 plus shipping, which is about $6. 
Remember you have to order a kit for each contest 

you hold. You can not make copies. Groups sponsored 
by your club such as Boy Scout troops, Leo Club are 
not eligible to participate in the contest. 

You can hold the contest through your school and 
members from your sponsored clubs (Leos, Boy 
Scouts, etc.) may participate though that contest. 

Please closely follow all the requirements. All win-
ning posters need to be postmarked by or delivered to 
me by November 15. 

I have several Peace Poster kits available — con-
tact me via the e-mail or phone listed below if you 
would like to purchase one or more.  I’m also happy 
to answer questions about sponsoring a Peace Poster 
contest or need help please contact me at cunning98@
yahoo.com or 620-421-8047

PDG Don Cunningham

Peace Poster kits available from LCI

Governor’s message
Continued from page 1 

Lions Clubs International has designated the follow-
ing months of our Lions calendar: 

September and October:
Vision Awareness Month
Lions Membership Growth Month
Leo’s Membership Growth Month
We should pay special attention to these three items 

all year, but often during fall more opportunities exist 
to get out there and promote your club and its projects.  
All members should be proud of what your club does 
for its community and promote it whenever they have 
an opportunity.

 November:
 Diabetes Awareness Month
 World Diabetes Day

This is a great opportunity to schedule a diabetes 
awareness event in your community and take part in a 
world wide event.  

The Second State Council meeting will be held Oc-
tober 26-27 in McPherson, registration details will be 
out soon.  Please make an effort to attend these meet-
ings to learn more about what is going on in Lions at 
the state level.  It’s a wonderful opportunity to meet 
other Lions from across the state and share ideas. 

District N’s Second Cabinet meeting will be held in 
Burlington on November 2.  Please make plans now to 
attend.  Information will be coming out in October for 
registration details.

We would like to see more news shared so other Li-
ons have the option of attending your events .  Please 
send your information to: newsletter17n@cox.net.

Marla Larison
District Governor

Disasters can devastate lives in an instant. Hur-
ricane Dorian struck the Bahamas with 130 mile-
per-hour winds and heavy rain, destroying homes, 
flooding communities and 
impacting countless fami-
lies. The threat continued 
as it headed towards the 
east coast of the United 
States. This is a time when 
many people have nowhere 
to turn. That’s why we are 

Lions.
Lions Clubs International Foundation is work-

ing with Lions to provide immediate relief to 
the families who are struggling get back on their 
feet after this devastating hurricane. You can help 
them.

Your generous donation to LCIF will help 
us respond to Hurricane Dorian and wherever 
we’re needed around the world. Together, we can 
rebuild lives when disaster strikes.  

-International President Jung Yul Choi

LCIF helping with Hurricane Dorian relief
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Well, here we are again. Is anyone asking themselves 
where did this summer go? It seemed to fly by and 
now we are rolling into a season that for many clubs 
means fundraisers, fundraisers, fundraisers! I know my 
members in the Pittsburg Club are gearing up for our 

Fall Bake Sale. These events 
always remind us that we can 
never have too many “Hands 
to Service!”

 As many of you can prob-
ably relate, we always have 
faithful members that are at 
every meeting, serve at every 
event and you can really rely 
on. Then there are the mem-
bers that maybe miss a meet-
ing now and then because 

of a busy schedule, or can work a fundraiser one day 
but not both due to a previous engagement. Are both 
members equally important? Heck yeah! As long as 
the faithful know there are back-up members to fill 
here or there, they will be happy to continue to serve, 
and while the fill-in member may not bank as many 
hours, they are just as important to fill those gaps 
when needed and feel like they have contributed. 

Over time as we all know, life changes, schedules 
change, our physical ability to work changes, and those 
fill-in members will find that they may gradually be-
come the faithful member as they grow in Lions.

But, if they are made to feel bad for not being always 
available or undervalued for the hours they are able to 
contribute, then they will not continue to make the 
effort to contribute that time. 

On that note, what type of service projects may be 
attractive to our new members? Busy women and moms 
in particular, may be looking for something that is 
family-friendly, where they can bring the kids and start 
to teach them about the importance of helping their 
community. This would mean a short project, maybe 
ringing the bell for the Salvation Army for a couple of 
hours or boxing meals for the local food pantry. Even 
collecting food to fill the Blessing Boxes or books for 

Continued on next page

One of the New Voices in the Goddard Lions 
Club is Lion Debra Funke. Lion Debra joined 
Lions just about three years ago and immediately 
made an impact in our club. She saw a need — 
and had heard it discussed for several years — 
that the club wanted to sponsor a Leo Club. 

With her involvement with the Goddard High 
School Band/Color Guard and her work with 
youth at the Goddard Public Library, she recruit-
ed enough young people to charter a Leo Club in 
January 2018. 

Although her work schedule makes it difficult 
to attend many meetings, Lion Debra is almost 
always available when it comes time for club 
projects. 

Lion Debra also serves as the District N 
Global Service Team (GST) representative. 

Share the story of the New Voices in your club. 
Send a paragraph about the member and their 
photo to newsletter17N@cox.net.

Women’s membership

Do your  club’s service  
projects help attract new 
voices, new members
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Women’s membership
Continued from previous page
a Little Blue Library. These are projects that require 
little financial commitment, a minimum time commit-
ment and can have a big impact on those in need. 

The big projects are just as important, but don’t be 
afraid to work in a few small things that a new mem-
ber could easily take the lead on and complete with-
out a lot of planning. Many new members are asking 
“What can I do?” and if they are still working and 
every event doesn’t fit their schedule, the answer of 
“nothing” is not very fulfilling! Next month, let’s talk 
about what it means to be a mentor to a new or poten-
tial member, that can be the difference between joiner 
and a true member!

Lori Horton, President and Membership Chairman, 
Pittsburg Lions Club

Member since January 2016.
 

       2019-2020 
          MD-17 Environmental Photo Contest 

                Name:  

          Club:  

       E-mail:   

     District:       K      A      N 

                                  Please specify category 
          Animal life 
          Plant life 
          Urban or Natural landscape 
          Weather phenomenon 
         Special Theme:       
             Environmental Service projects 
         The last category can have persons in picture 
 

               NOTE: All photo(s) must be taken in Kansas 
 
                    Please submit one form per entry 

           Contest photos become the property of Kansas Lions 

Do you have an award-
winning snapshot ?
Get your cameras out — or have your cell 

phone at the ready — to take an award-winning 
photo in the annual Kansas Lions Environmental 
Photo Contest. 

Categories are on the entry form below. Pho-
tos should be original and unaltered and taken 
in your area this calendar year. Photos should 
measure 8’’ x 10’’ and printed borderless on high 
quality photo paper. 

Lions Clubs and Leo Clubs are invited to sub-
mit one photo in each category to Cindy Scovill,  
District N Environmental Chair by January 1, 
2020. The photographer should specify which 
category they want their photo entered.

For more information, contact Lion Cindy at 
cscovill@cox.net or 620-228-0860.  Mail entries 
to her at PO Box 73, Humboldt KS 66748.
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Club news and notes
What’s happening around District 17N

Send your club news to the newsletter editor at newsletter17N@cox.net 

Each school year, the Humboldt Lions Club pro-
vides a personalized dictionary to each third grade 
student in the Humboldt school system.  

The Lions hope that having their own personal dic-
tionary will aid the students to become better writers, 
imaginative thinkers, and resourceful learners.  

Humboldt Lions present dictionaries
This is the fifth year the club has participated in 

“The Dictionary Project.” Lion Chris Bauer later had 
a mother of one of the students tell him about her son 
arriving home after school.  He excitedly showed her 
the dictionary and proclaimed proudly “I have my own 
dictionary and it has my name printed in the front.  
The Lions were at school today handing them out.  
You know they’re the ones who test our eyes.”

Remember Lions do make a difference – “We Serve.”

Humboldt Lions Club President Darrell Krone 
hands a dictionary to a third grade student 

During her August 19 
visit to the Humboldt 
Lions Club, DG Marla 
Larison presented 
Lion Jerry Middendorf 
a Diamond Centennial 
Award for bringing in 
now three year mem-
ber, Lion Bob Johnson

Valley Center Lions Club co-sponsored an Artists 
and Authors event August 8.  Approximately 200 
people turned out to visit with seven authors and 
14 artists who live in the city. This was the first 
time such an event was held in Valley Center. KPTS 
will air a segment about this event on September 
20 on its show Positively Kansas. 
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Coming Up —
September 21: Wichita Northwest Lions Club Pancake & Sausage Breakfast,  7-11 am, Westlink 

Christian Church, 10035 W Central, Wichita. Benefits Boy Scout Troop 450. $10/adults, $5 kids 3 to 10,  
all you can eat pancakes & sausage, coffee, milk, and orange juice. 

September 21: Hillsboro Lions food concessions at the 50th Annual Hillsboro Craft Fair. We will 
again be serving all our delicious food including Tater Twisters, bierocks and funnel cakes along with a new 
twist—Tater Toppers for additional flavoring on your Tater Twisters. 

 September 27: Valley Center Lions Club Car Show. 4:30 to 9 pm on Main Street. Enjoy a “Famous 
Lions All-Beef Frank & Drink meal” and see classics, street rods, and more. 

Sept. 28: Girard Lions Club Pancake Feed, 7- 9:30 a.m., Girard High School Cafeteria, $5 per person 
all you can eat.

September 29:  McCune Lions Benefit Clay Pigeon Shoot, 12:30 pm, 1231 W 510 Ave., McCune. 25 
rounds for $20 or 50 rounds for $30. Lunch available. 50/50 raffle and prizes.Proceeds benefit the Osage 
Township Volunteer Fire Department Building Fund.  

October 4 & 5: Goddard Fall Festival. Lions Club will host bingo both Friday & Saturday night at  
7 pm in the Community Center and serve breakfast Saturday, 7 to 10 am. Come for the parade (on Main 
Street) Saturday at 10:30 am.  Lions Club Car show at Means Park (just south of downtown, on the east 
side of Main Street), craft & vendor fair, kid’s games, carnival rides, live music, food trucks and more.

October 12: Canton Lions Auto Tour. First annual event, starts at Canton United Methodist Church, 
stops include Exit 14 Restaurant (lunch on your own) in Gypsum, Rex’s Antique Car Museum in Mentor, 
Salemsborg Lutheran Church, Smolan, and The White Peacock, A Creative Cafe, Lindsborg. There will be a 
grand prize drawing of $100 at the conclusion of the Auto Tour. $25/person; all proceeds from the tour go to 
the Canton-Galva Ministerial Alliance. For more information call or text Gary Boesker, 620-654-7390.

October 12, 19 and 16: Neosho Rapids Lions Club Haunted House, 6 to 11 pm, starts with hayrack 
ride from Neosho Rapids Community Center, concessions available. Admission $9; $1 off with canned 
food donation.

October 25 & 26: Pittsburg Lions Club will hold its annual Fall Bake Sale at Meadowbrook Mall, 202 
E. Centennial, Pittsburg, from 10 am to 2 pm both days. This is one of our two big fundraisers for the year 
and everyone is welcome to come check out all the yummy treats!!

December 4:  Wichita Downtown Centennial Celebration at Rolling Hills Country Club.   Lions 
Club International  First Vice President Judge Haynes H. Townsend is guest speaker. Watch for details.

The Pittsburg Club just replaced two 
highway signs on south and east en-
trances to town with brand new signs!
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Global Action Team —Membership

JUST ASK!  It sounds so simple but it works  
Lions Clubs International President Choi has sug-

gested that we ask the newly retired to join us.  Some 
of the recently retired workers and empty nesters now 
have free time.  

Branch clubs can be started with as few as 5 mem-
bers and become their own entity with their own 
members.   This will get them started with help from 
established Lions but have their own projects and 
goals.  Diversity is the goal, many groups have their 
own focus.  Smaller clubs and organizations can 
benefit from what Lions International has to offer.  
Liability insurance is one benefit that is normally too 
expensive for a small group to afford.  

The cost of dues is a stumbling block for new mem-
bers and there are several ways to handle this.  We 
have entrance dues that can be waived for Veterans 
and the club can bill dues 6 months at a time instead 
of a yearly basis.  

Be proud to wear your Lions pin and be prepared 
to give a short explanation of what Lions do for their 
community.  Remember JUST ASK!

District N GMT Jess Larison
(Global Membership Team)

620-674-1517

The Wichita Downtown Lions Club was organized 
in 1919 and has served the people of Wichita and 
surrounding communities by raising funds for and 
contributing time to vision impaired persons, youth 
groups, including the YMCA Camp Hyde and other 
organizations, including the Salvation Army Christ-
mas Bell Ringers Project.

The Wichita Downtown Lions are celebrating their 
100th anniversary all year long.  They began partying 
in January by giving their ownership interest in Camp 
Hyde to the Greater Wichita YMCA.  The Wichita 
Downtown Lions Club and the YMCA had jointly 
owned Camp Hyde for 95 years.  The gift was hon-
ored by the YMCA at the YMCA annual gala held in 
Andover, attended by about 600 people.  That gift does 
not, of course, end the Club’s interest in or support of 
Camp Hyde, which will continue as one of its primary 
service projects.

In March the club celebrated by participating in 
the St. Patrick’s Day parade in the Delano district of 
Wichita.  The Club float was proudly preceded by a 
banner heralding the 100th anniversary.

In April, the 100th anniversary was further celebrat-
ed in conjunction with the 61st annual Pancake Day 
fundraiser, held in Century II in downtown Wichita.  
The Mayor of Wichita, Jeff Longwell, and other city 
council members attended and even the Wichita 
mascots joined the fun. The mascots were “Barry the 
Bison”, representing the Wichita Parks and Recreation 
department; “Sparky” the dog, representing the Wich-

Wichita Downtown Lions:  100 years and still roaring
ita Fire department and “Sargent Justice,” the eagle, 
representing the Wichita Police Department.  A good 
time was had by all

As part of the promotion for Pancake Day and high-
lighting of the 100th anniversary, Lions Club mem-
bers were interviewed on radio station Power 93.5 in 
Wichita and on television station KSCW, Channel 5 
in Wichita.  In addition, Lions Club members took 
to the streets in front of Century II, on the two days 
before Pancake Day, to pass out brochures, inviting 
workers in downtown Wichita to join in the centenni-
al celebration by eating the best pancakes ever flipped. 

In June, the Downtown Lions were again on the 
march as they participated in the Wichita River Festi-
val Parade through the streets of downtown Wichita.  
That parade on opening night of the Festival was 
attended by an estimated 45,000 people.  This time, 
the club float was preceded by not only a banner, but 
also three foot balloons in the shape of numbers one, 
zero, zero.  The crowds lining the streets that evening 
expressed much appreciation with their applause as the 
club float and Lions passed by.

This year of celebration will culminate with a ban-
quet on Dec. 4, 2019 (the charter date for the Wichita 
Downtown Lions Club).  The banquet will be held 
at the Rolling Hills Country Club, Wichita, Kansas, 
which will be beautifully and sumptuously decorated 
for the Christmas Season.

Continued on next page
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Wichita Downtown 
reaches milestone
Continued from previous page

The speaker and guest of honor will be His Honor, 
Judge Haynes Townsend, First Vice President of 
Lions Clubs International.  Even more importantly, 
Lion Townsend’s wife, Donna, will be present.  Lion 
Townsend, in his spare time (his non-Lions club time) 
is chief magistrate Judge of Whitfield County, Geor-
gia.

The fun, fellowship and food awaiting the Lions, 
families and friends on Dec. 4, 2019, is what judges 
and lawyers call “sine qua non” (Latino – something 
essential).

In other words, do not miss this opportunity to enjoy 
an evening with the International Vice President, cel-
ebrating the first club in Kansas to reach the venerable 
and vibrant age of 100.

Quilt fundaiser for 
new sight screener

PDG Terry Weldin is chairing a fundraiser to 
replace a Welch Allyn Spot Vision screener used 
extensively by clubs in the eastern part of the district.  
Weldin hopes to raise $6,600 by the end of the year to 
purchase a new screener. For details on how you can 
help, contact PDG Terry at weldicat@hotmail.com or 
620-490-1461.

Wellington Lions Lion Don Rager, left, and Perry 
Wiley staff a ticket booth at a recent Wellington 
High School Football game.

Augusta Lions recently sponsored a breakfast to 
support the Augusta Senior Center
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“Next to doing the right thing, the most important thing is to 
let people know you are doing the right thing.”  

John D. Rockefeller 

Originality      10 

Content:      5  
Meeting Place & Time 5 

Recent Posts     10  
Videos Posted  10 

Training Posted    10 
# of Pages Listed  10 

# of Links  10 
# of Groups  5 

# of Followers  5 
Events Listed   10 

Active Comments       10 
Positive/Upbeat Posts  5 

TOTAL POINTS:  100 

All entries must be emailed to:  
LionDianaB@yahoo.com 

FACEBOOK CONTEST 

Use of Logos and Emblems 5

Information About Your Club: 15  
History (3) 

Service Activites (3) 
Meeting Time & Location (3) 

Contact e-mail (3) 
Club Executive Members Listed (3) 

Message From the Club President    5

Regular Updates (Current) 15

Pictures & Captions 10

Over All Appearance  15
Use of Font & Font Styles (7.5) 

Layout (7.5) 

Text Accuracy (Spelling/Grammar) 10

Easy to Navigate 10

Working Links 10

General Lions Information or Links  5 

TOTAL POINTS:  100 
All entries must be emailed to:  

LionDianaB@yahoo.com

WEBPAGE CONTEST 

Content quality, including 
timeliness, clarity, and impact 

(30%) 

• Presentation (30%)

• Design (30%)

• Lions Training/Development
(10%) 

The newsletter must have been 
published and clearly dated

between August 1, 2019 
and April 15, 2020. 

Only one newsletter issue per 
club may be submitted. 

All entries must be emailed to:  
LionDianaB@yahoo.com 

Or printed and sent via postal 
mail to Diana Baumann,  

2005 Northglen Lane, 
Hays, KS 67601,  

and received no later than  
April 15, 2019.   

NEWSLETTER CONTEST 

Helpful Tips: 
https://lionsclubs.org/en/blog/fac

ebook-tip-share-your-photos  

https://lionsclubs.org/en/blog/ho
w-to-set-up-a-facebook-page-for-

your-lions-club 

PR/Media should be informative and generate enthusiasm, all while 
contributing to membership recruitment and retention, and Lions updates. 

The MD 17 PR/Media Contests encourages clubs to establish a strong PR 
program aimed at increasing awareness about ongoing projects, programs, 

events, and issues that affect clubs, members and communities. 


