
See you in Burlington for  
second  17N Cabinet Meeting
Greetings Lions,

We Need You to attend the Second District Cabinet Meeting on Nov. 2 
in Burlington.  The cabinet meeting will be held at the Burlington Chris-
tian Church, 1401 Cross St.  Registration will begin at 9:30 with bubble 

bread and fruit available.  Cabinet Meeting 
will begin at 10 a.m.

We have a special guest to speak to us for a 
few minutes just prior to lunch.  Most of you 
should remember Cross Burchett and his story 
that melted our hearts when he described 
what he was able to see after he got his glasses 
following a screening years ago.  His grandfa-
ther Lion Al Keithley plans on attending and 
will give us an update on Cross at this time! 

Lunch will be soups, sandwiches, pie and 
drinks for $10 each. For meal reservations call 

PDG Terry Weldin 620-490-1461 by 10-28-19 or email reservations to 
weldicat@hotmail.com.  

We need your attendance to make these meetings successful and have 
some fun too! A tentative agenda is posted in the newsletter.

The month of September has been a whirlwind with club visits and 
attending the USA/Canada Forum in Spokane, WA.  The Forum was 
filled with seminars to attend on many topics, subjects were informative 
and it was great to visit with other Lions from across the United States 
and Canada. Next year will be in Louisville, KY so start planning now to 
attend.  

Continued on page 3
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Greetings Lions of District 17-N,
In September, I joined twenty-one other Lions from 

Kansas at the USA/ Canada Forum in Spokane, WA.  
What a great learning experience that was.  I strongly 
urge all Lions to consider going to Louisville, KY for 
next year’s forum.  If that’s too far to travel, then you 
must definitely pencil in September 2021 when it will 
be in De Moines, IA.  

In addition to attending numerous seminars, I had 
the privilege of being a Moderator for Nancy Walt-
Durant as she presented on “Time Management“- a 
subject I certainly need!   

All three Kansas First Vice District Governors 
attended the meet and greet session with the First 
International Vice President Haynes Townsend.  This 
session provided us with more information about the 
FVDG/DGE Training next February and our final 
training at the International Convention in Singapore.  

My highlight of the forum was the graduation cer-
emony of the Lions University.  Among the 200 plus 
graduates were four from Kansas.  From District A 
were Eric Stimple and Eric Tweedy who received their 
Bachelor’s Certificates and Carleen Rajala who had 
a busy year receiving both her Bachelor and Masters 
Certificates.  I had the honor of being the First Kansas 
Lion to receive a Doctorate Certificate from Lions 
University.

Since the forum, I have settled back into visiting 
clubs.  While visiting the Burlington Lions Club I 
had the pleasure of inducting their newest member, 

JoAnn Harritos.  In mid-October, I will be attending 
the first Midwest Faculty Development Institute for 
training.  Then back to club visits and at the end of the 
month I will go to the 2nd MD-17 Council Meeting 
in McPherson.  

Thanks for your service.
1st Vice District Governor Chris Bauer

I accomplished one of my items on my personal 
Lions’ Bucket List when I attended the USA-Canada 
Forum in Spokane, Washington, September 19-21. 
Though a personal expense, attending this Forum 
should be on the agenda of any Lion who wishes to 
extend their Lionism to a higher level, or any level. 

I had an opportunity to listen to many top-notch 
presenters who gave pointers in such areas of member-
ship, service, technology, and club unity. 

I had an opportunity to listen to Lions’ International 
President, Dr. Jung-Yul Choi. He spoke of his main 
focus centered on Service with Diversity where all 

Lions, no matter of national-
ity, race, gender, or economic 
status can be important in the 
Service Lions provide to local, 
national, and international 
needs. 

The other keynote speak-
ers centered around ways to 
attract new membership and 
revitalize clubs.  I also “hob-
nobbed” with the many past and present directors of 

Continued on page 3

My USA- Canada Forum experience

Dr. Haynes Townsend (left), Lions Club Internation-
al First Vice President,  presenting Chris Bauer, 17N 
First Vice District Governor with his Doctorate from 
Lions University.

You can call me Dr. Chris — 

I’ve earned my doctorate in Lionism
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Want to share your club’s  
events and news? Send information  

to the newsletter editor by the  
10th of month for the next newsletter at  

newsletter17n@cox.net

Governor’s message
Continued from page 1

The District Membership is remaining pretty steady 
at 1512.  We are down a little since July 1 but we have 
a long way to go this Lions year.  We need to ask oth-
ers to become Lions and help us increase our service.

The 2019-2020 New Voices Initiative promotes 
gender parity and diversity and seeks to increase the 
number of women, young adults and underrepresented 
populations within our association. It features a di-
verse group of Lions who strive for excellence in one 
of four areas: Service, Membership, Leadership, and 
Marketing.- To learn more about the program: https://
weserve.org/newvoices/  These New Voices will be 
helping lead our district in the future and we need to 
recognize and identify them.

I need your input on New Voices in our district.  

VDG Caldwell at Forum
Continued from page 2

Lions International and found them very receptive 
to my conversation. 

I visited the vendors present at the Forum and dis-
covered service they could supply to Lions in the way 

Being a Lion isn’t about recognition for most people 
but I don’t know anyone that doesn’t appreciate a pat 
on the back for doing an outstanding job.  Please send 
their picture and a short description of what they are 
doing for your club to Lion Becky Funke: newslet-
ter17n@cox.net 

Service reporting is down from last year and I know 
we have projects happening but are not being entered.  
If it’s a reporting problem we can help get that done.  
MyLion has had some issues but most have been cor-
rected and unless we hear about any problems we can’t 
work to make it better.  Let us hear about your projects 
and share them with the district clubs. November is 
Diabetes Awareness Month and we all need to sched-
ule an event to promote awareness in our communities.

I hope to see a lot of you at the Cabinet meeting in 
Burlington on Nov. 2.

District Governor Marla Larison

of service and membership. I also became acquainted 
with Lions from many states and many from Canada.

While some of these clubs are large in respect with 
what is in Kansas, they share the same goals and chal-
lenges. Listening to some of their conversations, I 
discovered all Lions are centered in the area of service 
and maintaining club unity.

Perhaps the two presentations that meant much 
to me were the ones that were involved with attract-
ing the new members in the younger generation and 
club unity. In the concern of attracting those poten-
tial members in the “Millennial Generation,” it was 
stressed that clubs need to understand their way of 
thinking is different than the older generation that are 
present in many clubs. 

Another important presentation hit home with me 
in my personal experiences. Clubs gain new members 
but need to gain perspective in keeping them in the 
Club after joining. This mainly dealt with how Clubs 
are perceived by the new members, and how they are 
accepted as members of the Club. Pointers were given 
on how to maintain these new members and how to 
respect their new, fresh, ideas. 

Second Vice District Governor Richard Caldwell

Peace Poster deadline near
The deadline for submitting Peace Poster en-

tries for the district contest is coming up soon. 
Please review and follow all the requirements 

for entries as required for the Lions Club Inter-
national contest: make sure all entries are com-
plete with the entrants, name, address, and other 
contact information. 

 All winning posters need to be postmarked by or 
delivered to me by November 15. 

The winning poster for the district will be 
forwarded to the state contest and the entrant 
and family will be invited to the awards luncheon 
at Mid Winter Rally in Manhattan. The winning 
entrant and family will also be invited to the Dis-
trict Convention in Chanute in March. 

I’m happy to answer questions about the Peace 
Poster contest; please contact me be email at cun-
ning98@yahoo.com or  phone at 620-421-8047.

PDG Don Cunningham
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Laurel Anderson
Valley Center Lions Club

President Laurel Anderson of the 85-member 
strong Valley Center Lions Club.  Lion Lau-
rel has only been a member since 2016 but was 
elected to serve as President for the 2019-2020 
year.  

She recently coordinated the Peace Poster con-
test for the club and picked up 88 posters for the 
club to judge.  Thank you for your service! 

Share the story of the New Voices in your club. 
Send a paragraph about the member and their 
photo to newsletter17N@cox.net.

Your Global Action Team is committed to provid-
ing your clubs with the resources they need to not 
only survive, but thrive. Our challenge is to assist your 
clubs in an effort to validate the goals submitted by the 
district governor.

We have now finished the first quarter. And to be 
honest, while we’re not where we want to land, we are 
trending in a positive direction. In Constitutional Area 
1 (CA 1), which is comprised of the United States, 
Bermuda, Bahamas and the islands of the Caribbean, 
we added more new members and dropped fewer 
members than we did in the past year. And leadership 
opportunities have increased.

How can you, as a club president, continue to be part 
of the success of Lions clubs in CA1?

December drops will occur. On average, a club 
will drop two members in December. To offset 
this, please consider adding three new members 
in October and November. A helpful resource is 
the Membership Growth Event Toolbox.

Service is our product. I am confident that 
Lions continue to serve in exciting and impactful 
ways. While we are all a little frustrated with our 
new reporting system, improvements are being 
made daily. Please encourage your club officers to 
try again to report. You’ll find a useful, step-by-
step guide to reporting on MyLion here.

LCIF – Campaign 100: Thank you to the 
clubs who have participated in Campaign 100 so 
far this year. We are 14% away from hitting our 
goal of 33% of clubs contributing to LCIF this 
quarter. Will your club consider making a con-
tribution today to hit our quarterly benchmark? 
Consider honoring a member with a Melvin 
Jones Fellowship or hosting a fundraising event 
dedicated to Campaign 100. Donate Here.

Once again, the Global Action Team is here for you 
and your club. Please let us know how we can help!

And thank you for your outstanding service to oth-
ers.

PID Jerome Thompson
Global Action Team Leader, Constitutional Area 1

A message from LCI  for club presidents

You play a key role in  
the success of your clubs
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District 17-N Second District Cabinet Meeting
November 2, 2019-Christian Church, 1401 Cross Street, Burlington Ks.

Meeting Schedule
9:30 am Registration Opens (Bubble Bread and Fruit) 
10 to 11:50 am Cabinet Meeting 
*Special Guest Lion Al Keithley, Update on Grandson Cross Burchett
Noon-12:30 pm Lunch of  Soups, Sandwiches, Pie and Drinks- $10/person
Meal reservations by 10-28-19 to PDG Terry Weldin  at 620-490-1461 or email to weldicat@hotmail.com 
12:30-1 pm PDG Meeting 
2:30-3 pm Adjournment of Cabinet Meeting- 2:30-3 p.m.

Meeting Agenda
Welcome:  Burlington Mayor Stan Luke
Call to Order: DG Marla Larison
Flag Salute: 1VDG Chris Bauer
Invocation: PDG Terry Weldin
Roll Call: Secretary PCC Helen LeBlanc
Parliamentarian’s Report- 1VDG Chris Bauer
Adoption of Agenda- DG Marla Larison
Treasurer’s Report- Treasurer John Scovill
DG Report- DG Marla Larison
VDG Reports-    1VDG Chris Bauer           2VDG Richard Caldwell
Zone Chairperson Report (3-4 min.each)
Zone 1  Doug Gatewood Zone 6 Dan Funke Zone 11  Ralph Rodgers
Zone 2 Verlyn Bollinger Zone 7 Scott Helmke Zone 12  Larry Funk
Zone 3 Chuck England Zone 8 Jim Gregory Zone 13  Willie Tolle
Zone 4 Marvin Shultz Zone 9  David Branton
Zone 5  Frank Mull Zone 10  Rosalie Voorhees
Region Chair Report- Region Chair Don Cunningham (2-3 min)
*Special Fundraiser Auction Item-Terry Weldin
Chairperson reports-(2-3 min)
Alert Program Historian  Long Range Planning
Constitution and Bylaws IT & Website  Newsletter/PR
Diabetes Awareness K I  Nominations Chair
District Convention Ks. Lions Band Foundation  Parliamentarian
Environmental Ks. Lions Foundation  Pin Sales - DG team 
Eyeglass Collection Ks. Lions Sight Foundation  Past Dist. Governors  
Eyeglass Recycling Leader Dog/KSDS  Peace Poster 
Global Leadership Leo’s/Lions Quest  Vision Screening
Global Membership LCIF  Women’s Membership
Global Service 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
NEW BUSINESS
ANNOUNCEMENTS - Next Meeting Feb. 8, 2020 in Yates Center.



October 2019 Page 6

Club news and notes
What’s happening around District 17N

Send your club news to the newsletter editor at newsletter17N@cox.net 

New Lion — JoAnn Harritos (center) is the newest 
member of the Burlington Club. She is pictured 
with sponsor PDG Terry Weldin (left) and First Vice 
District Governor Chris Bauer, who inducted her at 
a recent meeting. 

Lions across the district are busy doing vi-
sion screenings in schools and pre-schools. 

Top photo: Ottawa Lion Jim Pickett is 
screening. The young man is using the back 
of the chair to steady himself to help the 
screening. 

Bottom photo is Osage City Lions with 
School Nurse Crettol printing results.

Lion Scott Helmke demonstrates his pancake-flip-
ping prowess at a recent Wichita Northwest club’s 
Pancake Feed to benefit the Boy Scout troop the 
club sponsors.

A screening we will go...
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Coming Up —
October 19 and 26: Neosho Rapids Lions Club Haunted House, 6 to 11 pm, starts with hayrack ride 

from Neosho Rapids Community Center, concessions available. Admission $9; $1 off with canned food 
donation.

October 25 & 26: Pittsburg Lions Club Fall Bake Sale at Meadowbrook Mall, 202 E. Centennial, 
Pittsburg, from 10 am to 2 pm both days. This is one of our two big fundraisers for the year and everyone is 
welcome to come check out all the yummy treats!!

October 26: Augusta Lions Pancake Feed, 7 am to noon at the United Methodist Church, 2420 N 
Ohio, southwest entrance. All-you-can-eat panckes, served with sausage, orange juice or coffee. $6 adults 
(age 10 and older; $4 children. Children are free with Halloween costume.  

October 31: Newton Lions Halloween  Walk, 5 to 7 pm. Trick-or-treating in a safe environment in 
downtown Newton.                                     

November 2: Eureka Lions Pancake Breakfast,  6:30-10:30 am Eureka Memorial Hall, All you can eat 
pancakes, serving of sausage. $6/person, ages 5 and under free. 

November 2: Parsons Lions Club Turkey & Noodle Dinner,  11 am to 2 pm and 4 to 7 pm, Municipal 
Building Basement, 112 S, 17th St., $8/plate; homemade dessert, $2. 

November 2: Indpendence Lions Club Bean Feed. 11 am to 2:30 pm at Wesley Center, 200 S. Penn. 
Ham & beans or vegetable soup. Free admission to Highland-Independence Community College football 
game.  $7/person; $4/children 12 and younger.

November 9 : Taste of Italy hosted by Bel Aire Lions,  4 to 7 pm at Gospel Assembly Church, 4230 N 
Oliver, Bel Aire. Authentic southern Italian fare including handmade meatballs, homemade sauce, authen-
tic Sicilian salad, toasted garlic bread, and dessert. $10 adults/$5 children age 3-10. 

December 4:  Wichita Downtown Centennial Celebration at Rolling Hills Country Club.   Lions 
Club International  First Vice President Judge Haynes H. Townsend is guest speaker. Reservation form on 
page 9.

Independence Lions Club President Andy Taylor recognized Independence High School band members, 
Collin Wheeler and Jozlynn Gray, at the Lions Club Night at the IHS Football game. Wheeler and Gray 
represented Independence at the 2019 Kansas Lions Summer Band Camp. 
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What is leadership?  Mr. Webster says it is the 
“action of leading a group of people or an organiza-
tion. I am the district chair of the Global Leadership 
Team (GLT). It is my job to provide Lions in District 
N with leadership and the opportunity to learn 
the ins and outs of positions such as Club 
President, Secretary, Treasurer, Zone Chair, 
Membership Chair, etc. My hope is that I 
can help you serve in these positions to the 
best of your ability.

We usually hold training seminars in the 
spring and summer months.  First VDG 
Chris Bauer and PDG Don Cunningham offer 
their help and do the training for the east half of the 
district and PDG Dan Funke helps me do training for 
the west half of the district.  

If more training is requested, we can do additional 
sessions, whether it will be divided in each half, for 
several clubs together, or helping one club. 

If anyone in District N has question or would like 
information about how to do something, when to do 
something, or how to do something within our Lions 
organization, I am available to answer those questions. 
If there is something I do not know, I will find the 
answer and get back to you.

International has been updating the website for a 
while, and I know many of you have found the new 
My Lion rather confusing (me too). Second VDG 

Global Action Team — Leadership

Richard Caldwell presented a wonderful session on 
My Lions usage at our training held in August.

If anyone would like some help, please let me know 
and we can work together on becoming more familiar 

with My Lion. 
The International website has tons of infor-
mation to help with training in many areas, 
project ideas and much more. I suggest you 
log on to their website (mylion.org).  This 
site will guide you on how to log on via 
computer or download an app for your smart 

phone. 
We also have a state website (kansaslions.

org) which has a lot of information about the each 
of the three districts (K, A, N), our three foundations 
(Foundation, Sight, and Band), and other topics which 
pertain to our Lions in the state of Kansas.

The District website, kslions17n.org, provides a link 
to a lot of helpful information, current and past news-
letters, and more. 

I encourage each of you to browse through these 
websites and become more familiar with information 
that pertains to our Clubs, District, State and Interna-
tional Lions. Please remember, no question is silly, the 
more you know, the better Lion you can be.

PCC Helen LeBlanc
Hleblanc1953@gmail.com or 

 316-644-0168

Questions about leadership roles? We have answers

Oxford Lions have a big role as sponsor of the an-
nual Watermelon Festival  in their community in 
early September, including organizing the parade. 

Oxford Lions at the Watermelon Festival
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You are cordially invited to the 
Wichita Downtown Lions Club 
100th  Anniversary Celebration

Special Guest Speaker
 1st International Vice President 
VP Judge Haynes H. Townsend

Wednesday, December 4, 2019
6:30 pm Reception – 7:00 pm dinner

Rolling Hills Country Club,  
223 S Westlink, Wichita Kansas

RESERVATION FORM
Name _______________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________
Club _______________________________________________________

Name  ______________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________
Club _______________________________________________________________

Price is $26.00 per person
Please send check for your reservation to:

Wichita Downtown Lions Club
10 W Rolling Hills Dr • Wichita, KS  67212

 RSVP by November 27, 2019
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 It is that time of year again. November is World 
Diabetes Month, and November 14 is World Dia-
betes Day.  As you all know it is one of  Lions Clubs 
International’s five Global Causes, and, in fact, the 
number one listed priority:

• Diabetes Awareness • Vision
• Hunger  • Environment • Childhood Cancer
It is a mission of Lions Clubs International to con-

duct and support local and large scale efforts leading to 
the control and treatment of diabetes and it’s compli-
cations through education, prevention, and research. 

Diabetes is a chronic 
disease that occurs 
when the body does 
not produce or effec-
tively use the insulin 
it produces to regulate 
blood sugar. 

The complications 
associated with diabe-
tes are numerous and 
can lead to serious 
body damage or death. 
As the number of 
people with diabetes 
continues to increase 
in every country, costs 

related to the disease are substantial and rise at a rapid 
pace.
The Numbers Define the Need

Lions are helping educate the world on the need for 
diabetes-related study, research, programs and initiatives. 
Our goal is to bring these statistics down in the coming 
years through action, investment, and kindness.

• Every 17 seconds someone is diagnosed with dia-
betes

• Half of the people with diabetes do not know they 
have it 

• The onset of childhood diabetes is occurring at an 
earlier age 

• The number of people with diabetes is projected to 
increase from 371 million to 552 million by 2030 

• 25.8 million American children and adults are liv-
ing with Type 1, Type 2, or gestational diabetes. 

• Half of the people who die from diabetes are under 
the age of 60 

• More than 80% of diabetes deaths occur in low and 
middle-income countries 

• Diabetes is predicted to be the 7th leading cause of 
death in 2030 

• Diabetes kills more people than breast cancer and 
AIDS combined each year.

• By 2050, 1 in 3 American adults will have diabetes.
• Over 422 million people are living with diabetes
• Diabetes contributes to more than 5 million deaths 

each year and is the 8th leading cause of death in the 
world

• Medical experts and diabetes advocates agree that 
some of the greatest challenges associated with diabe-
tes include identifying those with the disease, prevent-
ing onset diabetes and reducing disabilities caused by 
related complications. 
Diabetes and Sight Loss

As Lions, we all know that it is one of our primary 
goals, to become “knights of the blind” and that help-
ing with sight-related disabilities is one of our fore-
most missions. 

People with diabetes are at risk of losing sight due to 
a condition called diabetic retinopathy. It is the leading 
cause of vision loss in adults of working age (20 to 65 
years) in industrialized countries. About 74% of people 
who have diabetes for 10 years or more will develop 
some form of diabetic retinopathy. All people with 
diabetes—both Type 1 and Type 2—are at risk. That’s 
why everyone with diabetes should get a comprehen-
sive dilated eye exam at least once a year. 

Please plan to have a diabetes related program or 
event in your Club during the month of November, 
and remember to share your activities on LCI social 
media platforms and post them in the MyLion Service 
Activity Report.

In years past, we have focused our efforts on finding 
those who already have diabetes, but may not know it 
by giving a Diabetes Risk Test. This year LCI is focus-
ing on finding those with pre-diabetes.  More than 84 
Million Americans have pre-diabetes.  Are you one of 
them?  To find out, take a simple prediabetes risk test 
at the following web site:  DoIHavePrediabetes.org

This is why we are Lions. We Care. We Serve. We 
accomplish.

Council Chair Patrick Laham
Distict N Diabetes Awareness 

November is diabetes awareness month

Why your club should support this global cause
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Welcome to the Pride —  
New Lions July through September

 New Lion Sponsor
Bel Aire
 Ty Lasher Gary O’Neal
 Vivian Otuonye Andy Horner
Burlington
 Bill Brooks Terry Weldin
 Darren Daugherty Terry Weldin
Derby Noon
 Keil Mangus Jean Epperson
Fredonia
 Janet Blue Shannon Thomas
 Rebekah Peitz Deb Myers
Kincaid
 Ron Rohr 
Neodesha
 Robert Morgan James Jackson
Osage City
 Anthony Ancheta Joe Humerckhouse
 Joseph Punches Gary Whalen
Park City
 Jamie Hickok Carol Oldham
Parsons
 Kenneth Elliott Doug Baty
Pittsburg
 Robert Casino Jon Burchfield
Pleasant Valley — Wichita
 Stephen Duque Sally Deque
 Diana Wendling Kathleen Gutowski
Valley Center
 John Gruenbacher Seferino Ortiz
Wellington
 Jeff Guy Daniel Yonash
Wichita Downtown
 Jason Carmichael Raymond Mengelkoch
 Benjamin Cranford Raymond Mengelkoch
 Samuel Stuart Raymond Mengelkoch 

Kiddyland, part of Riverside Park and the Ralph 
Mitchell Zoo in Independence is a major commu-
nity service project for the Independence Lions 
Club. Proceeds from the club’s annual Bean Feed 
(see page 7) will provide much-needed financial 
support.

Goddard Leos helped out the Kansas Lions Foun-
dation by cleaning out and organizing the ALERT 
trailer and storage at the Kansas Lions office. 


