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Save the Date
March 28 ................. Kansas Lions Leadership  
Round-up .............. Best Western, McPherson
April 17 & 18 ....................District Convention 
 ................. Mid-West Fertilizer, Inc., Chanute

Guest: PID Anne and Lion Tom Smarsh
 June 5 & 6 .............. State Convention, Topeka
June 13 ...4th Cabinet Meeting, Independence 

Food and eyeglasses —

Take up the challenges  
for District Convention

Happy February Lions of 17 N!  During the first week of the month we 
have been blessed with rain, snow and 70 degree 

temperatures; choosing what to wear on a 
given day has been a challenge. 

On February 8 at the Third District Cabi-
net meeting held in Yates Center we were 
happy to be greeted with sunshine that made 
it a wonderful day to get together with Lions 
from across the district for a great meeting and 
great food, hosted by the Yates Center Lions 
Club.  We had 45 in attendance and it was 
good to see everyone.

Lots of information was provided for  
attendees to take back and share with their 

clubs.  One item in particular was the upcoming District N Convention 
to be held in Chanute on April 17-18, 2020.  

We will be sharing information in this newsletter and more details in 
the March newsletter.  We expect to see great attendance from all the 
clubs. I believe you will find it will be reasonably priced and we are going 
to have a good time while sharing some information to help us all.

I would like to ask all Lions attending to bring an non-perishable food 
item to be donated to the Chanute Lions to help with local needs.  Hun-
ger is one of our major service challenges and Lions can help by coming 
together on this project. 

Continued on page 3

Follow us on Facebook:  
KansasLionsDistrict17N 

Twitter:  
@kslions17n 

District website: 
kslions17n.org
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On December 4 I had the honor of visiting with 
First International Vice President Haynes Townsend 
at the 100th Anniversary of the Wichita Downtown 
Club.  Unfortunately, 1st VP Haynes passed away 
unexpectedly two weeks later.  

The International Board of 
Directors selected PID Doug 
Alexander to fill the remainder of 
his term.  I first met PID Doug in 
March of 2012 during his tenure 
as an International Director.  He 
was the guest speaker at then DG 
Mel Greene’s District 17-S Dis-
trict Convention.  Some of you may remember PID 
Doug was also the keynote speaker at the 2013 Mid-
Winter Rally.

Things are getting busy: I left for the Chicago area 
February 10 where I attended a week of District Gov-

Since the middle of January, I have and/or will be 
attending Lions’ supper and pancake feeds as money-
making project for various services and donations by 
the host clubs. I was observing how these events were 
well organized and serving very delicious food. I saw 
activity that was embedded with leadership while 
those Lions working without constant supervision. 

At some of these events, I noticed that some of the 
workers were also volunteers ranging from college 
students, high school stu-
dents, and even a fire depart-
ment EMS team. What good 
example of involving Lions in 
collaboration with the com-
munity they serve. I am sure 
the projects will meet their 
goals of providing the service 
these Clubs provide to their 
community.

 While some clubs boast growth, some are losing 
members without attracting potential new New Lions. 
At Mid-Winter Rally a new initiative on member-
ship building, attraction, and retention was announced. 
The North American Membership Initiative (NAMI) 
involves the State, District, and individual clubs to 
rejuvenate districts with new clubs, revitalize clubs 

with new members, and to re-motivate existing Lions’ 
members. 

Each will consider their strengths, look into their 
weaknesses, view their opportunities, and examine 
what exist as threats. It will be a long time in duration, 
discussion, and training at the state and district level.  
The clubs should know they will be part of initiative in 
the future as the district and state officers are trained. 

I charge all Lions to help prevent this initiative to be 
one that becomes ineffective, like many past attempts. 

Personally, I see this initiative helping the state and 
districts to be attracting and training better leaders to 
meet the needs of the clubs, while the clubs can start 
bringing in new members and allowing their members 
to be more active in the mission of Lions.

Lastly, with the upcoming membership initiative 
there will be a need for leadership at all levels of the 
Lions Club. The upcoming Leadership Round-Up 
in McPherson on March 28 should at least be in the 
plans for ALL state, district, and local club leaders. 

The Round-Up will present a description of the 
North American Membership Initiative.  Also includ-
ed will be a session on how clubs can develop a plan of 
action that will serve people better. Another concept

Continued on page 3

ernor training.  
In the middle of March, all three of the First Vice 

District Governors will attend three days of training at 
the Kansas State Lions Office.  The following weekend 
is the MD-17 Leadership Roundup in McPherson.

Even if you have been to a Roundup before you 
don’t want to miss this year.  The Leadership Team is 
planning all new and exciting seminars.  Don’t forget 
to register to attend DG Marla’s District Convention 
April 17-18, conveniently located in Chanute.

I’m starting to work on my district cabinet and com-
mittee chairpersons – so if there is a position you really 
want to fill, please contact me at lionchris@sbcglobal.
net.  And remember “No” is not in your vocabulary.

If you have the time and some extra cash join me 
at the International Convention in Singapore the last 
week of June!

 17N First Vice District Governor Chris Bauer

In the air and on the road for training

New membership initiative will help clubs
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Want to share your club’s  
events and news? Send information  

to the newsletter editor by the  
10th of month for the next newsletter at  

newsletter17n@cox.net

VDG Caldwell
Continued from page 2
on the use of teaming and group think mitigation will 
be presented. Lastly, a jury will decide the fate of a 
president charged with the murder of a Lions Club. 

Look for a registration form in this newsletter and 
in e-mails from the Kansas Lions with more detailed 
information. 

I cannot expect miracles in attending but could be a 
step into providing ideas and information the needed 
improvement for the Lions of Kansas. I can promise 
free admission with free lunch being provided. 

17N Second Vice District Governor Richard Caldwell

Continued from page 1
 Vision is always on the forefront and eyeglass 

collection is an ongoing project.  We will have 
PDG Gene and Lion Terry Allen on hand to 
collect all the used eyeglasses.  Let’s load up the 
trailer.

Please encourage your members to attend, 
carpool over for the day or come spend Friday 
night and join in the reception to welcome PID 
Anne and Lion Tom Smarsh.  PID Anne will be 
addressing the group at our banquet Saturday at 
1 p.m.

Registrations are coming in for convention 
already so please come join the fun and let’s make 
this the largest 17 N Convention in SE Kansas in 
2020!

17N District Governor Marla Larison

DG’s message

Service reporting made simple with new system at LCI
Is your club behind on reporting their service 

for this year?
Good News! Lions Club International has 

made it easier then EVER to report your past 
service activities through MyLion with a new 
streamlined reporting system! The steps are 
SIMPLE!
•  Log into your MyLion Account
•  Click on “Report Past Activity” link in the top 

menu bar
•  Click the big orange “Report” button in the top 

right of the screen
•  Fill out the simplified single report page and 

click the “Report” button at the bottom right.
You can also save what you have entered and 

come back to it if you are missing a key piece of 
information! Don’t forget you can add photos of 
your event if you have them! 

Want to know more about the new and im-
proved features of MyLion? Check out this video 
of the webinar hosted earlier this year: https://
youtube/30nHCqi227g - Technology Embracing 
My Lion and Lions Learning Centers by NAMI 
34A Team.

You can also find step-by-step guides of how to 

report your service activities via MyLion Online 
and the MyLion Mobile App. 

Lion Debra Funke
17N Global Action Team - Service 
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CALL TO CONVENTION!
You are cordially invited to the

Kansas Lions District 17 N Convention
Friday evening & Saturday  

April 17 & 18, 2020
Mid-west Fertilizer Inc., Agronomy Center

3030 S. Santa Fe, Chanute, Ks
Please RSVP with the form on  

the opposite page
Or 

For more information contact
17 N Treasurer John or Lion Cindy Scovill

Convention Chairs
Phone:  620-228-0860

Or
Email:  jscovill1@cox.net

For complete information go to:
kslions17n.org

Registration and delegate forms are located
 on pages 5 and 6 of this newsletter
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Kansas Lions 17 N District Convention 2020 
“We Serve” 

Registration Form 
Mid-‐West	  Fertilizer,	  Inc.,	  Chanute	  Agronomy	  Center,	  3030	  S.	  Santa	  Fe,	  Chanute,	  Ks.	  66720	  

	  
Holiday	  Inn	  Express	  &	  Suites,	  3401	  Blue	  Comet	  Drive,	  Chanute,	  KS	  	  66720	  

Call	  620-‐431-‐0817	  for	  room	  reservation:	  	  
ask	  for	  KSLions	  Dist.	  17N	  rate	  ($90.00	  +	  tax)	  by	  April	  13,	  2020	  

 
Name ____________________________  (  ) Registrant   (  ) Delegate  ( ) Alternate (  ) Leo 
 
Address _____________________ City _______________________  ST ___  Zip_______ 
 
Lions or Leo Club __________________________________________________________ 
Guest Name ______________________ (  ) Registrant  (  ) Non-Lion 
Guest Club _______________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Choose separate activities OR select number of “PACKAGES” and place total on “Total Due to Lions Dist. 17-N” line. 

(Please indicate number attending each day for a proper meal or hors’devours count) 
                                                                                                               Number                  Amount                             

Registration Fee  Per Person: Must accompany registration form.           ___    @  included in pkg  
 
Friday April 17, 2020 Midwest Fertilizer, Chanute, Ks.       
6:30 pm Reception Past Intl. Director Anne Smarsh and Lion Tom Smarsh      
Special Entertainment  - (hors’devours, dessert, drinks)                                         ___    @  included in pkg  
 
Saturday April 18, 2020 Midwest Fertilizer, Chanute, Ks. 
8:30 Registration: Coffee, Water, Fruit and Pastry  
12 p.m. Banquet - Menu – BBQ style meat dinner 
1 p.m. -Special Guest Speaker PID Anne Smarsh-                        ___    @  included in pkg 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Package: Per person - all meals and registration included                         ___   @     $20.00 each 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Total Due to Lions Dist. 17-N (Make Checks payable to Lions Dist. 17-N)                         ___________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  
Send registration to : Treasurer John Scovill, PO Box 73, Humboldt, Ks. 

e-mail : jscovill1@cox.net          Phone: 620-228-0860 
Please make your meal reservation by April 5 so that we may have meal numbers. 
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The upcoming annual election 
will be held at the 17N District 
Convention on April 18 in Cha-
nute.  

On the bottom of this page is a 
form for voting delegates and al-
ternates.  Each club is allowed one 
delegate and one alternate per 10 
Club Members. PDGs are auto-
matic delegates and do not count 
against the number of delegates 
your club is allowed.  Clubs must 
be in good standing (all dues paid) 
in order to participate in the voting.  

Positions we will be voting on 
are, District Governor, First Vice 
District Governor and Second Vice 
District Governor, two seats on the 
Kansas Lions Band Foundation 
(KLBF), two seats on the Kansas 
Lions Sight Foundation (KLSF) 
and one seat on the Kansas Lions 
Foundation (KLF).  

Terms expiring on the KLF is 
PDG Dan Funke, on the KLSF are 

District Governor Marla Larison 
and Lion Jerry Snider.  The two 
positions expiring on the KLBF are 
PCC Harry Stockwell and Lion 
Jami Messner.

Candidates for these offices must 
have their names and the positions 
they are seeking turned in to me by 
March 18.  

Candidates for Governor, First 

Delegate Certification Form 
2020 District 17-N Convention 

 
Club Name __________________________ Lion ______________________________ 

This certifies that the above named person is a duly elected 
___Delegate             ___Alternate 

To the 2020 District 17-N Lions Convention at Chanute, Ks. on April 18, 2020 
And said Lion is in good standing with their club.  The Club President 

Or Secretary attests to this appointment. 
 

________________________                          _________________________ 
President or Secretary Signature                      Delegate/Alternate Signature 

NOTE: This form must be presented upon registration at the District Convention.  Per Lions 
Clubs International and District 17-N Constitutions and By-laws, all Clubs, in good standing with 
The Association, MD-17 and District 17-N, shall be entitled to one (1) voting delegate ad one (1) 
Alternate for each ten (10) members, or major fraction thereof, of their membership on March 1, 
2020.  All Past District Governors shall be entitled to full delegate privileges, independent of club 

delegates. 
***PLEASE HAVE THIS FORM COMPLETED AND BRING IT WITH YOU TO THE CONVENTION***  
**************************************************************************************************************** 

Delegate Certification Form 
2020 District 17-N Convention 

 
Club Name __________________________ Lion ______________________________ 

This certifies that the above named person is a duly elected 
___Delegate            ___Alternate 

To the 2020 District 17-N Lions Convention at Chanute, Ks. on April 18, 2020 
And said Lion is in good standing with their club.  The Club President 

Or Secretary attests to this appointment. 
 

________________________                          _________________________ 
President or Secretary Signature                      Delegate/Alternate Signature 

NOTE: This form must be presented upon registration at the District Convention.  Per Lions 
Clubs International and District 17-N Constitutions and By-laws, all Clubs, in good standing with 
The Association, MD-17 and District 17-N, shall be entitled to one (1) voting delegate ad one (1) 
Alternate for each ten (10) members, or major fraction thereof, of their membership on March 1, 
2020.  All Past District Governors shall be entitled to full delegate privileges, independent of club 

delegates. 
***PLEASE HAVE THIS FORM COMPLETED AND BRING IT WITH YOU TO THE CONVENTION***  

 

Vice District Governor and Sec-
ond Vice District Governor must 
also have a Letter of Endorsement 
from their Club and submit their 
required qualifications for those 
offices.  All Letters of Candidacy 
may be emailed to:  doug.gatew@
gmail.com

Lionly Yours,  
Nominations Chair Doug Gatewood 

DG team, foundation seats on the ballot

Can your club claim 
the convention  
attendance trophy?

The Lions of District N are going 
to recognize the club with the most 
members registered at District 
Convention in Chanute.  An award 
to present to the club has been 
donated and we are hoping the idea 
will carry over to upcoming years.
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Welcome to the Pride —  
New Lion Club Sponsor
Nancy Erickson Arkansas City Richard Erickson
Wesley Locke Arkansas City Buddy Kendrick
Tyson Mitchell Arkansas City Judy Mitchell
William Olson Arkansas City Kenneth Gilmore
Ethan Reimer Halstead Grant Williams
Jim Roupp Hesston Ken Schwanke
Rudolph Rottler Lyndon Jerry Bilyeu
Savannah Rottler Lyndon Pam Bilyeu
Amanda Graves Maize Rick Rudrow
Shawn Graves Maize Rick Rudrow
Fred Dewinkler Olpe Joseph Wendling
Mary Raley Ottawa Sarah Porter
Dennis Lamberd Scranton Larry Hulsopple
Jacob Maford Viola Chris Vancuren 
Carmen Altendorg Wellington Debbie Lutz
Mark Courtright Wichita Northwest Scott Helmke

New members —
Stephanie Doyel and Ty Lasher were inducted as 
new members of the Bel Aire Lions Club at the  
January 22 Membership meeting. Sponsor for 
Stephanie was proud stepfather Richard Stadtherr, 
while Lion Gary O’Neal sponsored Ty Lasher. Wel-
come to the Bel Aire Club!

Baxter Springs Lion Ron McCallister was recog-
nized for 20 years of service when Baxter Springs 
president Rhanda Andrews presented his 20-year 
chevron at a recent meeting. 
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Zone Chair and Kansas Lions 
Sight Foundation Director Scott 
Helmke developed an opportunity 
to share our efforts to provide free 
vision screening in Kansas with 
the KS-MO Conference of the 
Women of the Evangelical Luther-
an Church of America.  He spoke 
about Lions Vision Screening and 
how it benefited children and their 
families and that we were needing 

to raise funds to keep on doing the 
screenings. This was during their 
conference held in Wichita on 
August 17, 18 & 19, 2019 

When we provide vision screen-
ing for our youngest citizens so 
they can see the beautiful world our 
Lord has created we inspire oth-
ers to help us continue our efforts. 
Since his presentation the KS-MO 
Conference of the Women of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
America, has made several contri-
butions towards our District 17N 
SPOT Screener Fund.  The amount 
of contributions to our screener 
fund by this group is $1,069.95.
Luther

When we provide this valuable 
service we serve our communities 
and in my opinion, offer others the 
opportunity to become involved 
can help us gain new members.

When they do become involved 
by donating funds to help us 
continue our mission we need to 
express our appreciation for their 
donation. 

We should be and are encour-
aged by the donations of others to 
continue our efforts to screen every 
child before they enter school. In 
this way we can do our part to help 
each child have the best opportu-
nity to be successful in school.

PDG Terry Weldin, Kansas Lions 
Sight Foundation Director

Lutheran women’s group supports vision screening

A vision screening provided by Lions helped to find a vision problem 
for the little girl pictured above and at right. Pictured above is the 
happy mother of this little lady when she tried on frames for her 
expected glasses. The photo at right shows the little lady in her new 
glasses. See the big difference in her eyes between the two photos.
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Last month I talked about social media and how 
our willingness to accept change can make or break 
a club moving forward. I would like to spend a little 
more time on that subject this 
month! I know there are a 
lot of reasons to dislike social 
media like Facebook, Insta-
gram and others, but let’s be 
honest, they aren’t going away 
and they are a great outlet to 
reach those people that we are 
always saying we don’t know 
how to reach!

I will be brief and put a 
challenge out there to every club in our district to grab 
one member with a personal Facebook page and ask 
them to set up a page for your club. It’s not compli-
cated and if you need help you can reach out to me at 
celebrationsbyL@yahoo.com and I will be happy to 
help you.

This page will not only give you that outlet to post 
pictures of what your club is doing, but send instant 
reminders to your members that there is a meeting, or 
a cancellation due to bad weather, etc. It allows you to 
have an Inbox for messages that someone looking for a 
local club can use to contact you and there you have a 
new member! 

This is happening all over our district and if you are 
not jumping on this bandwagon, you truly are missing 
out on opportunity. The pages are free to set up, free 
to maintain and anyone with a smart phone can easily 
add information to it in the middle of your meeting or 
project! 

Check out Pittsburg’s page by searching Pittsburg 
Lions Club on Facebook and see what I mean, we 
have had people contact us via that page not only 
about membership but for help with eyeglasses and 
more. It is a good thing. Please let me see those pages 
pop up!

Respectfully submitted by Lori Horton, 
 President and Membership Chairman,  

Pittsburg Lions Club 
Member since January 2016

Will you take up the 
Facebook challenge

Coming Up — 
Baxter Springs Lions Club Cold Nose and 

Frozen Toes 5K, Saturday, February 29. 14th 
& Park. Sign-in and race start/finish at Baxter 
Springs Lions Clubhouse, 14th & Park. Registra-
tion from 10 to 11:30 am, race begins at noon.  
Pre-registration is $25; $30 day of race, includes 
long-sleeve Tech Shirt. Online registration at 
www.localraces.com/events/baxter-springs-ks/
cold-nose-and-frozen-toes. 

Emporia Lions Club Biscuit & Gravy Break-
fast, , Saturday, March 7, 7:30 to 11:30 am. Em-
poria Senior Center, 603 E 12th Ave. Advance 
tickets $6 adults ($7 at the door); $2.50 children 
under 10.  Call 620.343.7275 for tickets

Independence Lions Club  Famous Ham & 
Beans (andVegetable Soup), 11 am to 2:30pm, 
Saturday, March 7, at Wesley Center, 200 S. Penn, 
Independence. Delicious cornbread and home-
made pie available too.  $7 per person. Available 
at the door or from Independence Lions Club 
members. 

Pittsburg Lions Spring Bake Sale,  March 
20-21 at Meadowbrook Mall, 202 Centennial, 
Pittsburg from 10 am-2 pm both days. We are 
also holding a raffle for a Ring video doorbell, 
drawing at 2 pm on the March 21. Tickets are $1 
each or 6 for $5 and can be purchased ahead by 
emailing PittsburgLi0nsClub@gmail.com or dur-
ing the Bake Sale! 

Wichita Downtown Lions Pancake Day,   
Thursday, April  23  — new location this year — 
Villa Luna Venue by Blue Moon Catering, 8406 
W. Central (between Ridge and Tyler Road). 
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Club news and notes
What’s happening around District 17N

Send your club news to the newsletter editor at newsletter17N@cox.net 

We Serve- lots of food for fundraisers

Wichita Northwest Lions Chili Feed 

Viola Lions Sausage Supper
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Lyndon Lions soup supper

Clearwater Lions Pancake Feed El Dorado Lions Biscuit & Gravy breakfast

Hesston Pancake Breakfast — with a side of eggs
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Kansas Lions  
Leadership  
Round-Up!  

Comprehensive Leadership Seminars for All Lions 

Saturday, March 28, 2020 - 9 AM to 4 PM 

Best Western Conference Center, McPherson, KS 

Pre-Register by March 20, 2020 to qualify for Free Meal and Programs  

Build a Vision for a Better Lions Club — PDG 
Greg Gilliam, Global Action Team Area Leader 
You are personally being invited to join in a special 
session to discuss a new and exciting way that Li-
ons Clubs can meet the needs of their community.   
 
During the session you will discover the meaning 
of  IYADWYHADYWAGWYHAG and learn how to 
lead your club towards the development of a plan 
of action, which will lead your club toward serving 
more people, engaging more volunteers and identi-
fying Lions to assist in your quest to be a "Club 
Champion" 
 

Leadership Theory: Red Teaming and Group 
Think Mitigation in Lions - PCC Deb and Lion 
Ron Weaverling  Adapted from a highly rated 
presentation at USA/Canada Forum, PCC Deb and 
Lion Ron present the concept of Red Teaming and 
how to use it in your Lions Club. Red Teaming 
techniques help us ask better questions, challenge 
assumptions, and develop viable alternatives. 
 
The Murder of Anytown Lions Club – GMT Lion 
Margy Sundstrom  - Participate in the trial of the 
century when you, as the jury, decide the fate of 
the President of the Anytown Lions Club.  
 

 Registration Form - Kansas Lions Leadership Round-Up 
Name ____________________________________________  Club _______________________ Dist. ____ 

E-mail ____________________________________________ Phone _______________________________ 

Please Print Neatly—We don’t want to spell your name wrong! 

You can e-mail this information to Lion Becky Funke at rfunke3@cox.net, or  
mail to Kansas Leadership Conference,  9 Argon, Goddard, KS 67052.  

Notice:  Any Lion who registers and does not attend the leadership conference will 
have their club charged $20.00 unless they find a replacement.   

Registrations due no later than March 20. 

THE KANSAS LIONS LEADERSHIP ROUND-UP WILL GET YOUR CLUB HEADED 
IN THE DIRECTION FOR GROWTH WITH THESE TOPICS: 

EVER WONDER IF YOUR CLUB IS HEADING IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION? 


