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Hello Lions of District N,
I am sure all of you have been staying in, staying safe and practicing 

social distancing unless you have one of the “essential” jobs.  It’s odd that 
two months ago none of these terms were a part of our daily conversa-
tions.  There have been so many things that have changed and so many 
cancellations of events and activities.  My hope is that within a couple 

weeks we are looking at a “soft re-opening” 
of businesses and let our employees return to 
normal.  I won’t use any more terms to describe 
what is happening but we will have to do things 
a little differently from now on after living 
through COVID 19 and all it has changed.

All of you should know by now that we have 
cancelled our in-person District Convention but 
I have issued a “Call to Convention” for a virtual 
convention meeting via Zoom on Saturday,  
May 9, 2020 at 2 pm.

In order to maintain security for the meeting, invitations have to be 
sent by email and will include a meeting id and a password. Most of you 
should be able to click on that link and it will take you directly to the 
meeting.  First Vice District Governor Chris Bauer will be sending out 
information concerning how we will handle elections for the district of-
ficers for 2020-2021.  This is very new but it should work and allow us 
to conduct our business.  If you have questions please don’t hesitate to 
contact any of us.  The contact information for the DG team is listed in 
the yellow box at the right of this article and in your directories.

Our guest for convention was to be Past International Director Anne and 
Lion Tom Smarsh.  PID Anne will be in attendance for the virtual meeting 
and give a short presentation about the USA/Canada Forum in September.  
I would urge any of our Kansas Lions to attend the Forum.  It’s

Continued on page 2

Governor’s message

'Zooming’ into the future



Page 2 April 2020

DG’s message
Continued from page one

a very relaxed format, close enough to drive to 
Louisville and lots of learning and interaction with 
fellow Lions. 

Please RSVP and attend this virtual convention. 
We will do our best to get our business done and 
share some information at the same time.  

Please enter your projects on MyLion that you 
have been able to complete during this time and 
send any items to newsletter17N@cox.net.

Thank you for all you do and providing service in 
your communities.

Marla Larison, District Governor 17-N

As the quote goes,” Where there is a need, there is 
a Lion.” Our organization was founded on this prem-
ise starting in 1917. If history serves me correctly, the 
United States entered World War I about the same 
time when Melvin Jones heroically organized the 
Lions. American society changed during that time 
with what was comfortable and acceptable faced a 
challenge. This fledgling organization could have given 
up and disbanded. Instead there was a need to serve 
communities, families, individuals, soldiers and later 
returning veterans during this time of turmoil. 

To put into the mix the 
deadly Spanish Influenza Pan-
demic showed its ugly head. The 
nation and Lions survived the 
war and the pandemic. Mov-
ing on to the Great Depression 
of the 1930’s, a need to again 
serve communities, individuals, 
unemployed, and families. Dur-
ing that time of turmoil, many 
Lions stepped up to serve and in fact, Lions numbers 
grew. 

Fast forward to World War II, with the advent 
of conflict all over the world and uncertainty at the 
beginning if this nation could win, Lions were there 
to serve again families, communities, individuals, and 
soldiers. The nation did survive and Lions became a 
stronger organization after the war.

At this time, we see cancellations and isolation that 
threaten the Lions as they try to stay organized. Un-
certainty of the economy and the uniting of Ameri-

cans to progress ahead adds more concern. 
This is an opportunity to carry on the tradition of 

service and the possible reorganization of Lions’ busi-
ness as usual. History has been a witness of the Lions’ 
progress during times of uncertainty with Lions grow-
ing and improving.

The future might appear dim right now. However, 
thanks to technology and the dedication of members, 
Lions will start to take on a new face.  Some commu-
nications, meetings, and trainings might be covered as 
well as business as usual held remotely. There will be a 
great need to help others as the recovery begins to take 
place after this period of uncertainty. A mission right 
now is to keep Lions functioning in a positive way. In 
fact, the need for such dedicated individuals, such as 
the Lions, will greatly multiply in this recovery period. 

Remember, historically the Lions reflect the survival 
mode as the United States has done in the past but 
with a new structure. To quit in this time of adversity 
will be missing out on the later opportunities. Do not 
forget “Where There is a Need, There is a Lion.” 

Richard M. Caldwell, Second VDG, 17-N

Lions, opportunities await you, your club

The following is excerpted from a letter from Dr. 
Jung-Yul Choi:

The Board of Directors has voted to cancel the 2020 
Lions International Convention due to concerns about 
the coronavirus (COVID-19). This means that the 
next International Convention will be held in 2021 in 
Montreal, Canada.

This decision was made with the health and safety of 
our Lions, staff and vendors in mind.

Canceling the International Convention for 2020 
impacts international officer continuity and candidate 
elections. After review of the International Constitu-
tion and By-Laws, this impact is outlined below:

 • Executive officers and international directors will 
continue in their respective positions until the 2021 
convention in Montreal. 

 • Barring any district election complaints, district 
governors, first vice district governors and second vice 
district governors elected during a convention of their 
respective districts will be accepted by Lions Interna-
tional. The International Board of Directors intends to 
authorize commencement of the DG terms beginning 
July 1, 2020.

LCI update on convention, officers
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Are your district, state dues current?
Club presidents and treasurers, how are you 

answering the question posed in the headline. 
Invoices were sent via email around February 

1. If you did not get your invoice, please contact 
Lion John Scovill at jscovill1@cox.net for an-
other copy. 

District 17N Convention 
voting goes online May 1

Due to this COVID-19 crises the District 17-N 
Convention will be held online using Zoom. The 
date of the convention will be  
Saturday May 9, 2020 beginning at 2 pm. 
Election of district officers and foundation direc-

tors will be via an electronic ballot in the week 
before the online convention.
 Club presidents and/or secretaries will receive 

details regarding certification of delegates and the 
procedure for the election.  
Each club needs to send names and e-mail  

addresses of their delegates to lionchris@sbcglobal.
net by April 28. Voting will start on May 1 at 7 am 
and will end on May 5 at 7 pm. 
Results will be shared with all at the May 9 virtual 

meeting.

Notice: Foundation  
positions open

In addition to electing District Governor and Vice-
District Governor, delegates for the convention will 
vote on 17-N representation on the three founda-
tions. A list of candidates is on the Call to Conven-
tion on page 4. 
There are two open seats that do not have declared 

candidates:
The Kansas Lions Foundation has one position 

open for a three-year term on its Board of Directors 
for 2020 to 2023.
The Kansas Lions Band Foundation has one posi-

tion open for a two-year term on its Board of Direc-
tors for 2020 to 2022.
If you are interested in either position please e-mail 

your name to Lion Doug Gatewood, nomination 
chairperson at doug.gatew@gmail.com
Deadline for nominations is Tuesday April 28 at 

noon.

Anne Smarsh, from Carnation, Washington, was 
elected to serve a two-year term as a director of Lions 
Clubs International at the association’s 92nd Interna-
tional Convention, held in Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
USA, July 6-10, 2009.

Past Director Anne was a Kansas Lion at the time of 
her election and service as International Director. 

Past Director Anne is a retired accounting director.
A member of the 

Renton Lions Club 
and a Lion since 1992, 
she has held many 
offices within the as-
sociation, including 
club president, zone 
chair, district gov-
ernor, council chair, 
district retention chair, 
district secretary/trea-
surer, multiple district 
budget chair, mul-
tiple district treasurer, 
LCIF/Alert chair and 
Leadership Institute faculty member. She has also 
presented at three USA/Canada Forums and served as 
the president and director of the Kansas Lions Foun-
dation.

In recognition of her service to the association, she 
has received numerous awards including the Lion of 
the Year Award, Committee Chair of the Year Award, 
Claude DeVorss Fellow, four International President’s 
Certificates of Appreciation, two International Presi-
dent’s Medals and the Ambassador of Good Will 
Award, the highest honor the association gives to its 
members. Director Smarsh is a Progressive Melvin 
Jones Fellow.

In addition to her Lions activities, Past Director 
Anne is active in numerous professional and commu-
nity organizations. She has served as member of the 
advisory board for YMCA Camp Hyde. She has also 
received an Excellence in Public Service Award from 
Sedgwick County, Kansas.

Past Director Anne and her husband, Tom, also a 
Lion and a Progressive Melvin Jones Fellow, have one 
daughter, a son-in-law and two grandchildren.

PID Anne Smarsh will 
‘Zoom In’ to convention
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CALL TO CONVENTION!
You are cordially invited to the

Kansas Lions District 17 N Virtual Convention
Saturday May 9, 2020 @ 2 p.m.              

via Zoom Meeting
Please RSVP to attend online via smart phone, tablet, or computer.   

We have District 17N elections to conduct  
in order to proceed to 2020-2021.   

Information will be sent to Club Presidents  
to explain the procedure we will need to use to  

certify delegates and conduct the election.  
This is a new venue for all of us so please bear with us  
and we will try to get everything done within 1 ½ hrs.

All District clubs will need their second half dues paid  
in order to participate in voting.   

Clubs that have not yet paid their dues will be contacted prior to the meeting.

For more information or to register to participate, contact one of the following:
  Marla Larison  Chris Bauer  John Scovill
  620-674-1517 620-473-2406 620-228-0860 
  lionmarlalarison@gmail.com lionchris@sbcglobal.net jscovill1@cox.net

If you are planning to participate via smartphone, please send a text message with your name, 
club and phone number to one of the organizers of the convention. 

The candidates for 2020-2021 District Officers are:
  District Governor CHRIS BAUER
  First Vice District Governor  VDG   RICHARD CALDWELL
  Second Vice District Governor   Open
  Kansas Lions Band Foundation         Harry Stockwell  and one open    
   (Jami Messner’s spot is open)
  Kansas Lions Sight Foundation         Gene Allen  and  Marla Larison
  Kansas Lions Foundation           Open  (Dan Funke’s spot is open)

Nominations accepted from the floor during the convention. 
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April 22 is Earth Day
Does your club have an environmental service project?

Looking for an easy way to make an impact on the 
environment on this 50th anniversary of Earth Day? 
You can re-use and recycle your wardrobe to help out 
our Environment

 On April 22, 1970, 20 million Americans — 10% of 
the U.S. population at the time — took to the streets, 
college campuses and hundreds of cities to protest en-
vironmental ignorance and demand a new way forward 
for our planet. 

The first Earth Day is credited with launching the 
modern environmental movement, and is now recog-
nized as the planet’s largest civic event.

For the past 50 years, Earth Day has been celebrated 
by billions of people around the globe, every April 22, 
to join together in promoting awareness for the health 
of our environment.

Though it may seem insignificant in the grand 
scheme of things, your closet and your shopping habits 
can actually have a negative effect on our environment. 
Some studies have shown that online shopping is bet-
ter for the environment because it takes about 30% less 
resources to sell items online. You could repair or re-
purpose the clothes you have. Or by buying thrifted or 
gently used outfits, new resources aren’t used to make 
more clothes that will eventually end up being repur-

posed, reused or in a landfill. Lions, there’s a whole 
world of new opportunities and you-can-do-anything 
confidence, waiting just for you! 

District Governor Marla and PCC Jess Larison 
have started to reduce their carbon footprint with the 
installation of solar panels.  The panels produce elec-
tricity that is sold back to the electric company and it 
reduces their bill by that amount.  

“We haven’t gotten off grid but we have definitely 
reduced what we are using.  Our hope is to have the 

electric company owe us at some point this year!  We 
will frame that one if it happens, said DG Marla. 

“ The panels were installed in December 2019 during 
the worst time of the year to have great sunny days but 
as the weather turns warmer and sunnier our percent-
age of power returned just keeps creeping up with each 
cloudless day.”

Practicing what you preach

Larisons install solar panels at their home

New Environmental Pins
The state Environmental Committee has a new pin 

to mark the 50th Anniversary of Earth Day. 
Pins are $5 each. For information on purchas-

ing a pin, contact committee chair Merle Laham at 
mc.laham@gmail.
com.

This is a “second 
edition” Kansas 
Environmental Pin. 
The first state envi-
ronmental pin was 
designed in 2006 in 
a contest under the 
direction of then state 
environmenal chair 
Gary Schneider. Our own ChrisBauer was winner of 
the contest with a triangle-shaped pin. 

The 2020 edition pin was designed by state environ-
mental chair Merle Laham.
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In the last several years, the saying “Where There’s 
a Need, There’s a Lion” became a mantra for Lions 
around the world. With the Covid-19 pandemic and 
the subsequent call for cloth masks, PCC Hans and 
Lion Shari Neihardt took that to heart. 

PCC Hans writes: 
So far we have completed 204 masks, of which we 

have sent/handed out 177 (leaving 27 ready if needed).  
We also have approximately 40 more cut out, ready to 
sew. Shari wanted to help out locally and within the 
state. There is no charge for the masks, but will accept 
donations to purchase more supplies.  

We provided 30 to our local Middle School so the 
teachers could hand out meals to parents for their 
children. Forty went to a nurse for her doctor’s of-
fice for staff use so they could provide their patients 
with the paper masks.  Our latest request of 17 masks 
came from DGE Diana, for a small hospital outside of 
Hays. 

Shari taught me how to use her sewing machine 
(and she said I broke it, so I had to replace it with a 
new one).   We each have several steps in the process.  
It has been a pleasure to serve as Lions in a small but 
new way. 

District Governor Marla Larison has also been busy 
at the sewing machine, making 100 masks. 

If you shared your sewing talents and made masks, 
please drop the newsletter editor an email at newslet-
ter17n@cox.net with how many and where they went.

We Serve: Answering the call for masks
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Well, what a difference a few weeks can make! If you 
had told me on January 1 that this is where I would be 
on April 1, I would have called you crazy! 

The current state of the world is literally unbeliev-
able. This virus has impacted every person in the world 
in some way, every business, every family, no matter 
the age, income, or address. Down here in Pittsburg, 
we have so many families that are barely getting by on 
the best of days, that the slightest change can have a 
huge impact on their daily lives. 

Sure, we all laugh about being stuck at home and en-
tertaining the kids and running out of movies to watch 
on Netflix, but the reality is that with the closing of 
schools, many families are worrying about how to feed 
their kids. Our schools have implemented delivery of 
lunches to drop off points in town and that is quite a 
feat, but for many, it’s just not enough. Churches have 
tried to step in as well, but I know many are falling 
through the cracks. 

Since I was elected Club President in 2018, I have 
encouraged our club to participate in stocking our 
“Blessing Boxes” in town. For those of you who are not 
familiar, we have four small food pantry boxes posted 
around town that are open to leave food and for any-
one to take what they need from them. Sadly, they are 
routinely empty, so we try to rotate between the four 
and always be filling them as best we can. Each mem-
ber has been doing this on their own as of late which 
is wonderful that they are dedicated to keeping the 
program going. 

This is not just our Lions project, the boxes were do-
nated by others in the community and there are many 

wonderful people in town that also fill those boxes, so 
we are just a cog in the wheel but hopefully it is mak-
ing a difference. 

I encourage all of you to seek out local food pan-
tries, find out if you may have “Blessing Boxes” and 
not know it or just leave a basket of a few essentials on 
the doorstep of a neighbor you know is in need. As we 
keep hearing over and over again, ‘WE ARE ALL IN 
THIS TOGETHER” and for heaven’s sake, KEEP 
WASHING YOUR HANDS!! 

Lori Horton, President and Membership Chairman, 
Pittsburg Lions Club Member since January 2016

 

Lion Lori stocking a Blessing Box in Pittsburg.  For 
information on Blessing Boxes in Kansas provided 
through one well-known program, go to www.pax-
tonsblessingbox.com.  Paxton’s Blessing Boxes can 
be found in Wichita and other Kansas communities. 

Help wherever you can in challenging times

The Arkansas City Early Bird Lions Club are 
extending helping hands to The People for People 
(a local non-profit group) to help prevent the 
spread of Covid19. 

During this difficult time both groups will 
extend their services and work together to de-
liver groceries and pick up medications for senior 
citizens and disabled persons, as well as continue 
the typical yard mowing services The People for 
People have offered in the past.  

Ark City Early Birds  
partner with non-profit

KLAT GRANT — PDG Dan Funke, center, presented 
a $500 gift from Kansas Lions Foundation KLAT pro-
gram to a Goddard-area woman who lost her home 
to a fire.  Funke worked with a local church who was 
helping the family begin to recover from the fire.
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WHAT GPLLI is an intensive, professional and valuable leadership skills program for  
  Lions who have not served as District Governor within the last five years. You  
  will learn skills for club, job, community and church, as well as personal   
  development. 
 
WHEN July 24-26, 2020.  Registration is from 9:00A.M. to 11:00 A.M. Friday, July 24.   
  Adjournment and checkout is by 3:P.M. Sunday, July 26, 2020.  Lunch on  
  Friday, July 24 is at 12:00 noon sharp. 
 
WHERE Northwest Missouri State University, Maryville Missouri 
 
COST  US$190 per attendee if received by the Registrar on or before May1, 2020.   
  Cost increases to US$210 beginning May 2, 2020. Registration covers double 
  occupancy room, seven meals, and all course materials.  Single occupancy rooms, 
  if available, require an additional US$40.  Any remaining costs will be covered  
  by funding from Lions Clubs International and contributions from participating 
   multiple districts. 
 
WHO  Any Lion, Lioness or Leo who has attained majority and who has not served 
  as a District Governor in the past five years  is eligible.  No previous  
  attendees are eligible without prior approval of the Institute Coordinator, PID  
  Ardie Klemish. 
 
This institute is being sponsored by Multiple Districts 9 (Iowa), 17 (Kansas), 26 (Missouri) and 
38 (Nebraska).  
 
 
Dynamic presenters from across the Great Plains will provide emerging Lion leaders with 
modules on communication skills, team building, delegation, time management, conflict 
management, project management, diversity, motivation, goal setting/action planning/personal  
mission statement and leading effective meetings. 
 
For additional information please contact Registrar PID Gary Fry at frygj35@msn.com 
 or 515-967-4645. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

18TH ANNUAL GREAT PLAINS LIONS LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE 

Plan now to attend the Institute 
Interested in developing leadership skills you can use with your  

Lions Club and more?  The PDG clubs of District N and Kansas have 
scholarship funds to help you attend. Contact 1st VDG Chris Bauer  

(lionchris@sbcglobal.net) for information
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Sponsored by the Lions of Multiple Districts 9, 17, 26 and 38 
Northwest Missouri State University 

Maryville, Missouri 
July 24-26, 2020 

 
 

REGISTRATION FORM (Please type or print legibly) 
 

NAME________________________________________ Badge Name__________         Gender ___ 
                        Last   First           Initial                    
ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  Street/PO Box      City   State/Province                    Zip/PC 
 
PHONE (    ) ___________________ (     ) __________________________ ______________________________ 
       Home                                      Bus/Cell                      Email 
 
Home Club. _________ ________________________  Sub District Number ______ LCI # ___________ 
Years in Lions _____Highest Office Held __________________________ 
 
Registration Fee is US$190 if received by the Registrar by May1, 2020, and must accompany the registration form.  
Beginning May 2, 2020, the base fee increases to US$210.  Make checks payable in US funds to GPLLI and, along 
with the registration form, mail to Registrar PID Gary Fry, PO Box 606, Mitchellville, IA 50169. Sorry, no refunds 
can be made for cancellations. 
 
Applications will not be accepted without full payment. 
 
Your registration fee includes seven meals, all Institute costs and dormitory rooms (double occupancy) at Northwest 
Missouri State.  Please note that the dormitories are smoke free.  A limited number of single occupancy rooms are 
available at an additional cost of US$40.  You are permitted to request a specific roommate.  Check in at the 
dormitory is permitted from 9:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. on Friday, July 24th and check out must be completed by 3:00 
P.M. on Sunday, July 26th.  We offer a souvenir shirt for an additional US$25.  Shirt size__________ (they run a 
little large). 
 
The following information must be completed before registration will be accepted. 
______ Single occupancy room requested (Add US$40. to registration fee) 
______ Diabetic Diet requested 
______ Vegetarian Diet requested 
______ Wheelchair Access required 
______ Vision Impaired (List what accommodation(s) are needed) 
______ Hearing Impaired (List what accommodation(s) are needed) 
 
Please list any other special requests________________________________________________________________ 
Questions about the Great Plains Lions Leadership Institute may be directed to: PID Gary Fry, Registrar, PO Box 
606 Mitchellville, IA 50169 or 515-967-4645 or frygj35@msn.com. 
 

EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

We are asking for the following information in case of an emergency arising during the 2016 Institute.  This 
information will be maintained until the close of the Institute and then shredded. 
 
Emergency Contact Name______________________________________Relationship________________________ 
 
Contact telephone: HOME____________________WORK_____________________CELL____________________ 
 
Medical information that needs to be shared with emergency responders: Please feel free to use the back. 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

18th Annual Great Plains Lions Leaderhip Institute
Sponsored by the Lions of Multiple Districts 9, 17, 26 and 38
Northwest Missouri State University | Maryville, Missouri

July 24-26, 2020 
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In her April newsletter, PIP Gudrun Yngvadottir, 
Chairperson, Lions Clubs International Foundation 
stated, in part:

“As the world collectively works to manage the 
spread of the coronavirus (COVID-19), communi-
ties throughout the world have been greatly affected. 
Although this pandemic connects us, so does some-
thing else- being part of a global community of Lions. 
We recognize these are challenging times for many. 
For those who need to take care of their health or the 
health of loved ones, this is your number one priority. 
For those who are doing their part by staying close to 
home through quarantine or social distancing, this can 
create its own set of challenges. 

Take solace knowing that during this time, LCIF is 
there. LCIF is giving priority consideration to support 
regions with extreme rates of confirmed COVID-19 
cases with emergency grants. The focus of these grants 
is on addressing the needs that exist within local 
medical and emergency management systems that are 
coordinating efforts with the World Health Organiza-

tion (WHO) and Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) guidelines. LCIF donations for 
our COVID-19 response are being accepted through 
LCIF’s General Disaster Fund.”

COVID-19 Frontline 
Relief Grant Update: 

 62 LCIF Grants 
Awarded Totaling 
US$1,839,943

($350,000 grant to 
Lions of Italy).

I know that many 
clubs in District 17-N 

had budgeted funds for activities that had to be can-
celled because of the COVID-19. I am challenging 
every club in District 17-N to make a donation to the 
LCIF disaster relief fund with some of these fund. I 
have already made a request to my club.

PDG Bill Kincaid, 
2019-2020 District 17-N LCIF Coordinator

LCI’s Global Action Team is looking for success 
stories about how Lions clubs are continuing to serve 
their communities while facing many coronavirus 
restrictions.

 How is your club staying in touch with members?  
If you have cancelled meet-
ings, are you staying in contact 
online?

 Are you able to continue 
with some of your recurring 
service projects?  If so, what 
adjustments are you having to 
make? 

 Are you starting any new 
service projects, especially any related to the coronavi-

rus?  If so, what are the projects? 
 Have you had any non-Lion members of the com-

munity volunteer to help you with your project(s)?
 How are you preparing for next year?  Are you using 

an alternate means of voting to elect officers for next 
year?

 Anything you are doing to continue to serve should 
be worth mentioning.  While the safety of ourselves 
and our families should be our primary responsibility, 
our communities still need us.

 If you wish to provide feedback on how your club is 
successfully coping with changes caused by the coro-
navirus, you can send your story to globalactionteam@
lionsclubs.org or to District Governor Marla Larison 
(contact info on page one) to be forwarded to LCI. 

LCIF helps as Covid-19 spreads around the world

Share stories of service, success during  
pandemic with LCI’s Global Action Team


