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Save the Date
June 6 ..................... Virtual State Convention
 ....................................... Details on page 11
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Follow us on Facebook:  
KansasLionsDistrict17N 

Twitter: @kslions17n 
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kslions17n.org

The show must go on: Lions 
adapt to virtual convention

Hello Lions,  I hope this finds you all ready to start slowly emerging 
from your homes and being safe. We should all have the utmost admira-
tion for those that have had “essential” jobs that they have been reporting 
to daily.  This has been the most unusual spring so far, we have experi-
enced all temperatures and weather patterns in a very short period of 
time.  Gardens are being planted and in danger of frost even after the first 

of May.  
As Lions we have learned to go with the flow. 

Since current guidelines wouldn’t permit hold-
ing the District Convention in April we held the 
1st 17N Virtual Convention Meeting on May 9.  
Our guest was Past International Director Anne 
Smarsh.  She gave an informative presentation 
about the USA/Canada Forum and helped me 
present awards a little later in the program.  The 
meeting was recorded and is available on You-
Tube (link on page 3)

 I really appreciated the attendance we had and our guests from District 
K and District A.

We were able to hold our District Election the week prior and the re-
sults were given during the meeting by Nominations Chair Doug Gate-
wood.  A complete list will be posted in the newsletter but I would like to 
congratulate all the newly elected Lions to their posts.  Congratulations 
DGE Chris Bauer and First VDGE Richard Caldwell.  Although we did 
not have a Second VDG listed on the ballot a plan is in place and was 
announced at the meeting that Lion Lori Horton will be able to fill that 
post for the district in a few months.

The 4th District Cabinet meeting will not be held in Independence.  
We will have a virtual meeting to conduct end of year business on the 
same date of June 13, 2020.  The time will be 2 p.m. and invitations to at-
tend will be sent out by email.  To register please email DGE Chris Bauer.
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Convention, elections over; it’s time to look forward

Governor’s Message
Continued from page 1

We will conduct official business and need year end 
reports from the Cabinet members to be sent to Secre-
tary Helen LeBlanc for her records.  Secretary Helen 
will be contacting Cabinet members shortly.  Please 
respond as soon as you can.  

We will need to approve a resolution concerning the 
Treasurer and banking information for next year.  Lion 
John Scovill will be serving in that position again but 
needs to be officially approved.  Thank you Lion John 
for your service.

It is the time of year to enter your officers for the 
2020-2021.  At the time of this article we have 32 
clubs that still need to enter their incoming officers.  
These officers have to be entered on MyLCI whether 
there are any changes or not.  If you are having trouble 
entering them please let us know and we can help.  We 
will be contacting those clubs that have not gotten 
those entered because we need accurate and updated 
information for the directory.  Please update any 
emails for your members that need changed.  When 
we need to contact members especially since we 
haven’t been meeting regularly the last few months 
having outdated information is very frustrating.  
Thank you for your attention to this matter.  Officers 
were due to be entered by April 15 so we need to get 
these entered as soon as possible.

I would like to urge any clubs that have not made an 
annual donation to Lions Clubs International Foun-
dation to please do so.  Anything helps and is needed.  
LCIF is making grants to help with Covid 19 relief 
along with any other necessary problems that may 
arise.  Now is the time to get that done for 2019-2020! 

Please don’t forget to remember your Kansas foun-
dations with a donation this year.  Kansas Lions Sight 
Foundation, Kansas Lions Foundation and Kansas 
Lions Band Foundation all need your assistance.  I 
know fundraisers have been unable to be completed in 
the last few months but please remember them with 
what you can.

Lastly, we will be running some ads in the newslet-
ter the next two months.  These advertisers had paid 
for ads to be placed in the convention booklet and we 
want to recognize them for their support.  Since those 
ads were solicited some of these businesses have been 
closed for several weeks so please share their names 
and support them as we return to life as normal as we 
can.  The funds donated will help defray expenses we 
had already incurred toward the 2020 convention and 
help toward next year’s convention in 2021.

Thank you all for your service and please share those 
projects with us and enter them online so other Lions 
can see what Kansas Lions of District N have been 
doing these last few months.  If there is anything I can 
do to assist you please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Marla Larison, 17N District Governor

My accolades to DG Marla on a very successful 
first ever District 17-N Virtual Convention.  Thanks 
to visiting PID Anne Smarsh who updated us on this 
year’s USA/Canada Forum to 
be held in Louisville, Kentucky.  
Congratulations to the Peace 
Poster winners, Environmental 
Photo Contest winners, and 
Special Thank You to those 
that were recognized for their 
contributions to District 17-N 
this past year.  

I’d like to thank all the Lions 
of District 17-N for giving me the opportunity to 
serve you in 2020-21.  It’s an honor to be elected as 
your next District Governor.  I will endeavor to serve 
District 17-N, MD-17 and Lions Clubs International 

as best as I can.  
Congratulations to Lion Richard Caldwell from the 

Bel Aire Club for being elected as 1st Vice District 
Governor.  Although we didn’t have a 2nd Vice Dis-
trict Governor candidate this year, we do have a plan.  
Lion Lori Horton from the Pittsburg Club has agreed 
to serve in that position.  To be recognized by Lions 
Clubs International, Lion Lori will have to serve first 
as a Zone Chairperson.  Once she has completed a 
major portion of her term she then can be appointed 
to the position.  Congratulations also to our district 
representatives who were elected to the three Lions 
foundations of Kansas.

Our Lions year of 2020-21 is quickly approaching!  
Please report your club’s new officers as soon as they 
are elected.  Reporting new officers is extremely 

Continued on page 3
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The Lions of District 17N had a great convention on 
May 9 with its first digital experience using Zoom. The 
last report I heard was that 70 attendees were present.

District Governor Marla organized an effective 
agenda that covered all the necessary business in a very 
timely manner. Officers elected 
for the Lions’ Year 2020-2021 
were Lion Chris Bauer as 
District Governor and Lion 
Richard Caldwell as First Vice-
Governor 

The internet distribution and 
the resulting elections went as 
smooth as possible. Among 
those in attendance were mem-
bers from this and other districts.  Past International 
Director Anne Smarsh,  from her home in Wash-
ington state,  gave important information about the 
upcoming USA-Canada Lions Leadership Forum in 
Louisville, Kentucky,  as well as happening in Lions 
International. 

The good points of a digital convention should be 
considered: Less travel time for the attendees, no ad-
ditional overnight stays onsite, mileage stipends were 
not paid from the District to those required to attend, 
there was no luncheon the District had to arrange and 
the attendees had to pay, and use of a venue. 

Much research and common sense kept the official 
decorum of the Convention with this unconventional 
circumstance. The most noticeable downside of this 
experience was the apparent lack of interaction of 
Lions in attendance, which is a very important part of 
such events. 

The same process will be utilized by the Kansas 
Lions in their State Convention and also District 17N 
Fourth Cabinet meeting, both occurring in June. 

This event was probably in the crosshairs of other 
Districts to determine the success and/or problems 
with conducting an important meeting like this. 

The Lions in attendance at the District Convention 
and the upcoming State Convention Fourth Cabinet 
meeting are and will be appreciated.

 As a note of what awaits District 17N, the most 
important thing to note that Lions will be expected to 
serve more than they have in the past after this mad-
ness is over. DG Chris and First VDG Richard will 
be attempting to organize and lead in very unusual 
circumstances. The importance of the Clubs of Dis-
trict 17N and their members will be asked to help the 
leadership to get back to a Lions’ normal. I know that 
it can and will be done. 

Richard M. Caldwell
17 N First Vice District-Elect

The convention and a little of what’s ahead

Bauer: Are your reports current?
Continued from page 2
important to ensure that the new officers receive the 
information and material they will need for the up-
coming year.  Please use the MyLCI Website for your 
reports.  If some positions remain the same for next 
year they still have to be reported.  If you have any 
problems please contact me at lionchris@sbcglobal.net 
and I can guide you through the process or if needed, 
I can enter the information for you.  When you report 
your officers on MyLCI, the information is immedi-
ately available to our district and to our Kansas Lions 
State Office.  The state office uses this information to 
compile the Kansas Lions State Directory, so up-to-
date information is needed. 

While you’re on the MyLCI Website this is also the 
perfect time to:

1) Verify your new officers’ contact information, 
2) Confirm your meeting location, date and time, 

3) Update your club members’ contact informa-
tion and Add your club’s website address to your club 
information.

I’m looking forward to serving you in 2020-21. 
Chris Bauer

17 N District Governor-Elect

District Convention 
on YouTube

Want to be informed abou the business of 
District 17N but missed our “Zoom” Convention?

A recording of the convention, including 
encouraging words from PID Anne Smarsh, an-
nouncement of several Presidential Awards and 
much more is available on YouTube at https://
youtu.be/TVUlFclJVrI
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Our thanks to these  
supporters of District 17N

620-431-2265 www.mybankcnb.com
Like us on

SERVING YOUR 
LOCAL COMMUNITY

Ark City 
Arma 

Augusta 
Benton 
Burns 
Caney 

Carthage, MO 
Chanute 

Cherryvale 
Coffeyville 

Edna 
El Dorado 

El Dorado Springs, MO 
Emporia 
Eureka

Fredonia 
Frontenac 

Girard 
Humboldt 

Independence 
Iola 

Lamar, MO 
Neodesha 

Nevada, MO 
Newkirk, OK 

Newton 
Parsons 
Pittsburg 

Ponca City, OK 
Winfield

www.mybankcnb.com
Member
FDIC

The Bel Aire  
Lions Club

Welcomes  
Past International Director 

Anne Smarsh

Supports  
First Vice Distrcit Governor-Elect

Richard Caldwell

The Galena Rt. 66 
Lions Club
Congratulates

District Governor Marla Larison  
& all the Cabinet

on a successful  
2019-2020 Lions Club Year!

Clubs of  17N Zone 3
“We Serve”

Serving their communities and the world 
with 491 years of  combined service

Caney 
Chartered October 1944

Coffeyville 
Chartered February 1921

Coffeyville Daylight Defenders
Chartered January 1984

Fredonia
Chartered February 1936

Independence
Chartered April 1922

Neodesha
Chartered December 1922

Chuck England, Zone Chair



Page 5 May 2020

������������������������
�����������

•Whole Farm Planning and Scouting
•Custom Application

•Fuel Services
•Grain Marketing
•Crop Protection

•Precision Agriculture
•Seed

•Fertilizer
•Feed

Follow us on Facebook
@midwestfertilizerinc

Follow us on Twitter
@MWFertilizer
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1-620-432-8648
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Thomas F. Robrahn
Attorney-At-Law

206 N Third Street • PO Box 44
Burlington, KS 6683900044

Phone/Fax: 620-364-5409
email: robrahnlawoffice@terraworld.net

Our thanks to these  
supporters of District 17N
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Grant Gastineau DDS, LLC
32 West Main • Chanute, KS 

620-431-4823
email: appointments@gastineaudds.com

website: www.gastineaudentist.com

Charlene Riley
Agency Owner
Charlene Riley Agency
420 E Main St • Chanute

Office 620-431-4560 • Cell 620-433-0909
criley@farmersagent.com

Sleepygirls Furniture & More
Proud supporters of the Lions of District 17N

1021 Military • Baxter Springs
629-856-0211

sleepgirlbooks@gmail.com
Find us on Facebook

Craig & Dawn 
Member of the Baxter Springs Lions Club

We are a family owned business, located in the heart of 
Kansas, with a passion to inspire people by allowing  

growth and development through leadership. As a working 
salt mine 650 feet below the Kansas prairie, Hutchinson 

Salt Company strives to work diligently and safely to  
offer the highest quality of rock salt for road deicing  

as well as for agricultural needs.
CORPORATE OFFICE:

136 West 12th • Baxter Springs • www.hutchinsonsalt.com
Andy Bingham is a 15 year Baxter Springs Lion

	  

MEMBER FDIC

Burlington • 620-364-8472 
Osage City • 785-528-3133

Waverly • 785-733-2564

“Your Bank of a Lifetime”
24 Hours a Day/7 Days a Week • www.fnbofks.com

Supports the 17-N District Sure Sight Vision  
Screening Program and welcomes  

all Lions to enjoy the convenience 
of their locations in Burlington,  

Osage City and Waverly
Our Goal: No Child Left Unscreened

The Lions of District 17N thank these supporters

There were 92 ballots sent out with a total of 67 
ballots returned which is a 73% turnout of eligible 
delegates voting in the first election to be held voting 
remotely.

Newly elected officers for District 17N are: District 
Governor, Chris Bauer; First VDG, Richard Caldwell;  
Sight Foundation, Marla Larison and Gene Allen; 
Band Foundation, Harry Stockwell and Jami Messner, 

and Kansas Lions Foundation Dan Funke and Helen 
LeBlanc.  

Congratulations to the newly elected officers as we 
look forward to many new opportunities to serve in 
2020/2021! 

Doug Gatewood
District 17 N Nominations Chair 

 

District officers elected on successful electronic ballot
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We Serve
Lions across the district found ways to serve despite stay-at-home orders and partial shut-

downs due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  Newton Lions Club held a “Cruise for Food” to 
benefit the Harvey County Salvation Army food pantry. (Pictured at right)

Goddard Lions Club loaded up three pickup with food - spending more than $3,000 for 
nonperishables for a community food pantry. (Pictured below left).

District Governor Marla Larison fired up her 
1950’s Singer Featherweight to make masks for health 
care providers in her community and beyond. (Pictured 
below right).

Dennis Webb a 50-year member of the Baxter 
Springs Club appeared on a Facebook video reading 
a children’s book with a re-assuring message. (See the 
video on the District Facebook page)

Please share how your club has continued to serve 
during this challenging time. Send photos and news to 
newsletter 17N@cox.net

Eyeglass Recycling Columbus Lions   — and a senior Leo have counted 
and boxed  eyeglasses  — 6,734 pair to be exact!!
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Environmental Photo Contest Winners
Photographs in four categories -- plant life, flowers, 

landscape and environmental projects -- were selected 
as winners in the District 17N Environmental Photo 
Contest.  

DG-Elect Chris Bauer earned statewide recogni-
tion with his photo (at right) of the Humboldt Lions 
Environment Service project. 

Animal Life: Lion Merle Laham, Augusta Lions Club Plant Life : DGE Chris Bauer, Humboldt Lions Club

Natural Landscape: PDG Terry Weldin, Burlington 
Lions Club. 

Weather Phenomenon: Rhonda Gilbert, Burlington 
Lions Club.
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2019-2020 District Peace Poster Winners 

First Place 
 Kashiana Stallings  

Age 13 
8th grade 

Mayberry Middle School  
Sponsored by  

Wichita Northwest Lions

Second Place 
Quinan Jones 

Age 12 
7th grade 

Coleman Middle School 
Sponsored by Bel Aire Lions 

Third Place 
Ema Lutz   

Age 11 
6th grade 

Valley Center Middle School. 
Sponsored by the  

Valley Center Lions Club 

Peace Poster kits for 2020-2021 contest 
are available online from Lions Club 

International. The theme is  
Peace Through Service
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Four leaders in District 17N were recognized with 
New Voices awards during the District Convention on 
Saturday, May 9. 

 The New Voices Initiative promotes gender par-
ity and diversity and seeks to increase the number of 
women, young adults and underrepresented popula-
tions within our association. It features a diverse group 
of Lions who strive for excellence in one of four areas: 
Service, Membership, Leadership, and Marketing. 

The recognition is given upon the recommendation 
of District Governor Marla Larison.  Those recognized 
were: 
Lion Lori Horton- Membership

Pittsburg Lions President has revitalized the club 
that was in serious danger of failing.  The spark she 
provided has energized all the members in her club.  
She has stepped up in several different roles and shown 
them how to get the job done and has served as Dis-
trict Women’s Membership Chair this year.

Lion Debra Funke- Service 
Lion Debra works with the Leo Club she was 

instrumental in forming in Goddard.  She has also 
served as District Global Service Chair and is aspiring 
to bring the Leo Clubs in Dist. N together to form a 
Leo District to help all the Leo’s work together.  
Lion Laurel Anderson- Leadership

Lion Laurel hasn’t been a Lion for a long time but 
has taken on a large leadership role in one of the big-
gest clubs in the district.  She is currently serving as 
President of the Valley Center Lions Club.  
Lion Rhanda Andrews- Marketing

Lion Rhanda is currently serving as President of 
the Baxter Springs Lions Club and is trying to bring 
our club forward using social media, inviting younger 
prospective members to join us and is always looking 
for new projects and ways to get us out there in the 
community.

Lions recognized with New Voices awards

Two Lions were recognized with Presidential Certi-
fications of Appreciation during the District Conven-
tion. The fourth highest award to be presented in the 
Lions organization, it is an opportunity for the District 
Governor to recognize Lions that have given exem-
plary service. 

Here’s what DG Marla said about this year’s honor-
ees:

Thanks aren’t quite enough for 
everything this Lion has done the 
past few years serving in many 
capacities as a District Lion.  

He has served as a KLF trea-
surer, Internet Technology person, 
Convention Chair and District 
Treasurer.  The past several years 
Lion John Scovill has been a sounding board on good 
days and a few less than perfect days.  This year he 
saved me just before we left for convention last year 
when we needed to make a change in our treasurer 
for the district.  John accepted the additional position 
without reservation and got everything changed over 
and we were good to go.  

As Convention Co-Chairs John and Cindy have 
worked on the plans for our convention for the last 
year and a half.  The planning was under control to 
have an affordable weekend for us all to enjoy.  The 

world situation changed all that and I just want both 
of them to know that I appreciate all their efforts.

I can only say thank you for stepping up to help and 
supporting me throughout this journey as District 
Governor. 

This individual has played a part in mentoring many 
Lions and is always helpful when it comes to accom-
plishing tasks.  In the past 10 years 
he has been helpful in a variety of 
situations and always ready to of-
fer an opinion.  Those of you that 
know PDG Terry Weldin know 
this to be a fact.

Ten years ago, as District Gov-
ernor he appeared one evening 
at a Baxter Springs Lions Club 
meeting to induct a new member, and walked in con-
gratulating the Lions for welcoming their new female 
member.  Some of the members were a little taken 
aback because it was a bit of a surprise for them.

District Governor Terry inducted me that evening 
and now you know the rest of the story.  He has been 
a mentor to me, offering advice and suggestions along 
the way.  I want to express my appreciation to him 
for taking the time to recognize back then the future 
of Lions would have to involve everyone.  We Serve 
through Diversity!

Presidential Certificates recognize two district leaders
It is an opportunity for the current Dis-

trict Governor to recognize Lions that have 
performed in an exemplary fashion or served 
as great help to the DG over their year or 
previous years as a Lion.  It is the 4th highest 
award to be presented in the Lions Organiza-
tion.
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Editor’s Note: The following news item submitted by 
Pittsburg Lions Club president made the front page of 
the Pittsburg Morning Sun.

The Pittsburg Lions Club has been facing the same 
challenges as many service clubs during this pandemic. 
How do they serve the community when they cannot 
even hold a meeting? The club itself is quickly ap-
proaching it’s 100th birthday and is always looking to 
the future of service so it has decided to embrace the 
technology that many businesses have been using for a 
while and hold virtual meetings! 

The first one was held on May 12 
and had a modest attendance of 16 
members and guests, but it was very 
important to see faces and laugh with 
fellow members that had not been 
together since early February. 

The annual Spring fundraising event 
had to be cancelled and members were 
feeling a little disconnected, so enter 
the ZOOM app! Without a doubt, 
this is the first meeting ever held with 
members at work, on the treadmill, 
doing chores and physically being in 
at least 3 different cities. 

The next Virtual meeting will be 
open and welcome to all in the com-
munity to attend. This can be done 
with a smartphone, on any type of 

Pittsburg Lions innovate through challenges
computer or tablet or even by calling to listen and chat 
on the phone. It will be held on Tuesday, May 26 at 
6pm and all the information and links you will need 
can be sent to you via email. Just contact the club at 
PittsburgLionsClub@gmail.com or find us on Face-
book for details.

PR tip of the month: Never assume that the service you 
are doing in your community isn’t important enough to 
share. Lion Lori sent a simple email to the paper and got 
front page coverage. 

Fourth State Cabinet Meeting goes virtual
The Council of Governors has set 10 a.m. on 

Saturday,  June 6 for a virtual Fourth State Coun-
cil Meeting to conclude the Lionistic business for 
2019-2020. The meeting will be conducted via 
Zoom. 

Note: This time was chosen to allow Kansas 
Lions to participate in the Lions Club Interna-
tional Symposium webinar offered during that 
afternoon. 

All Lions are welcome to participate via com-
puter, tablet or smart phone.

For an invitation to participate and informa-
tion on how to join the meeting, send an email 
to PDG Chris Bauer at md17convention@gmail.

com. Registration deadline is May 29.
There is an amendment to the MD- 17 Con-

stitution and By-Laws to be voted on this year. 
Voting on the amendment will take place by 
electronic ballot on June 1-4. Voting is by certi-
fied delegates.  Results will be announced during 
the cabinet meeting. 

Information on registering delegates has been 
sent to all club presidents and secretaries. For 
more information, contact your club president or 
secretary or PDG Bauer at md17election@ gmail.
com.

The by-laws amendment and agenda were pub-
lished in the recent Kansas Lions News. 
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Virtual District N 4th Cabinet Meeting
June 13, 2020 @ 2 p.m. via Zoom

Agenda
Call to order- DG Marla Larison
Flag Salute- DGE Chris Bauer
Prayer- 1VDGE Richard Caldwell
Roll Call: Secretary PCC Helen LeBlanc
Parliamentarian’s Report- 1VDG Chris Bauer 
Adoption of Agenda- DG Marla Larison
Minutes of Last Meeting- PCC Helen LeBlanc
*Approval of Minutes 
Treasurer’s Report- Treasurer John Scovill
*Approval of Treasurer’s Report
*Resolution- Approve Treasurer and banking changes
*Resolution- Dealing with electronic meetings
DG Report- DG Marla Larison
VDG Reports-    1VDG Chris Bauer           2VDG Richard Caldwell
(All Zone and Committee Chair Reports to be sent to 
Secretary Helen prior to meeting)
Zone Chairperson reports 
Region Chair report
Chairperson reports
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
NEW BUSINESS 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Adjournment of Cabinet Meeting 

*These items will be sent to voting members prior to the meeting to review and vote on these 
items of business so they can be presented at the meeting and entered into the minutes.
Lions: In the interest of time during the meeting and lack of activity during this quarter we 
do not expect a lot of content in your zone and committee reports. We would like to hear 
from you and those that have something they need to share will be given that opportunity.  
Reports will be made available on the website and emailed to you if requested.

If you want an invitation to the meeting please contact  
DGe Chris Bauer at: lionchris@sbcglobal.net.


