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Save the Date
July 25........................... Lions Surviving with Heart

Virtual seminar from Great Plains Lions  
Leadership Institute, details on page 8

August 8 ................... Virtual State Council Meeting
September  17-19......................USA Canada Forum
 ...................... Louisville, KY Info at lionsforum.org
January 22, 23 & 24 ...................... Mid-Winter Rally

Salina, Hilton Garden Inn

Follow us on Facebook:  
KansasLionsDistrict17N 

Twitter: @kslions17n  
District website: 
kslions17n.org

Governor’s Message

Winding up a historic year
Lions of 17N:  I have a hard time believing this is the final newsletter 

for my year as District Governor.  This has been a historic year, we went 
from discussing doing more online to having no choice but to learn the 
concept and get it done. Lions are resilient and I feel we have done well.

The District Governor team has managed to 
visit the majority of the clubs and meet with 
as many Lions as possible, we had planned on 
finishing up with a few visits this spring but that 
wasn’t meant to be. 

Despite the situation I have heard about and 
have seen Lions sewing masks and making mask 
extenders to help out our health care providers.  
There have been food drives to assist those that 
have needed extra help during this time as we 
try to return to a routine. We have participated 
in parades through town to honor graduating  

seniors and for our senior citizens in nursing homes to let them know 
how much we care about them.  

There are many other ways Lions have helped during the last several 
months and it’s just what Lions do.  #We Serve 

We had great attendance at our virtual District Convention in May and 
at our State Convention Meeting on Saturday, June 6.  It was good to see 
so many familiar faces.  Our fourth and final District N Cabinet Meeting 
was held on June 13. 

I want to thank the advertisers and sponsors that purchased ads for our 
District Convention booklet.  Since we had to alter our plans we are  
posting the ads in the May and June issues of the  newsletter.  We will 

Continued on page 3
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Congratulations to DG Marla who has had a fan-
tastic year in spite of the setback of dealing with 
Covid-19 Pandemic the final four months of her 
term.  She has proven that we 
can successfully meet online, 
having held both her district 
convention and final cabinet 
meeting using Zoom.  

In fact due to the positive 
reaction to the virtual meet-
ings, I’m planning on schedul-
ing my third cabinet meeting 
totally online.  This is tenta-
tively scheduled for Saturday, January 30, 2021.  This 
will serve two purposes: first it will give all Lions in 
our district an opportunity to attend a cabinet meet-
ing without traveling.  Second by not having to travel 
in January we will not have to worry about inclement 
weather.  

If I can get the proper technology mastered and 
equipment located I hope to have the other cabi-
net meetings live streamed on Facebook.  If not live 
streamed then perhaps recorded for viewing later.  The 
plan is if you are unable to attend one of our face-to-
face meetings you can view the meeting using your 
computer, laptop or smart phone.

Speaking of cabinet meetings, Augusta Lions Club 
will host our first cabinet meeting on Saturday, August 
15, 2020.  The state council has cancelled their face-to-

face meeting in August but will instead have a virtual 
meeting; however we are still planning on meeting in 
person.  The cabinet meeting will begin at 1:30 pm 
and there will be no meal.  We will be meeting in a 
large room where we can space tables for social dis-
tancing.  Our second cabinet meeting will be held on 
Saturday, November 7th hosted by the Independence 
Lions Club.  The District 17-N Convention will be 
held in Parsons at their newly constructed Conven-
tion Center.  So mark your calendar for April 16 and 
17, 2021.  The fourth and final cabinet meeting will 
be held on Saturday, June 12, 2021 and will be held in 
Humboldt.  If in person meetings have to be cancelled 
we will switch to online versions.

I happy to announce that Lion Becky Funke has 
agreed to continue as the District 17-N Newsletter 
Editor for 2020-2021.  Thanks Lion Becky!  Please 
send your club news and photos to our newsletter 
editor at newsletter17n@cox.net.  Let’s see which club 
in our district can submit the most newsletter articles 
this next year.  

First Vice District Governor-Elect Richard 
Caldwell, Zone Chair/Second Vice District Governor 
Appointee Lori Horton and I will soon be contact-
ing clubs to start setting up meeting dates.  We will 
be bringing news to you from the district, state, and 
international.  So stay turned there’s more to come!

Chris Bauer 
First Vice District Governor

Embracing change and looking forward

2021 State Pin sets available
The  2021 Kansas State and District pin sets 

are now available.  The cost is $7 for a two pin set.  
Reserve yours now.  Send DGE Chris Bauer an 
e-mail at lionchris@sbcglobal and let him know 
how many sets you want.  Supplies are limited so 
send your request today!

Smith Center Club 
selling parade float

The Smith Center Lions Club is offering for sale 
their parade Lion float (trailer and Lion) by sealed 
bids. This Lion float has been in many parades over 
the years and would continue to be a great addition to 
any Lions Club for club events, community gather-
ings, and parades for years to come. Submit sealed bids 
by July 31, 2020. For more information and to submit 
sealed bids, contact or send your bids to:

Smith Center Lions Club
C/O Lion Tim Bartley
9022 P Road
Smith Center, KS 66967
(785) 282-4721
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Want to share your club’s  
events and news? Send information  

to the newsletter editor by the  
10th of month for the next newsletter at  

newsletter17n@cox.net

Governor’s message
Continued from page 1
also promote those folks on our Facebook page and 
urge you all to thank them for supporting the Lions of 
District N.  These business owners need our support 
now so please make note and help those you can.

There aren’t enough words to thank everyone that 
has served this year in our district, whether you held 
an office or are a hardworking Lion, please know you 
are appreciated for all you do.  We have some excit-
ing things coming up next year and DG Chris Bauer, 
1VDG Richard Caldwell, 2VDG Lori Horton and 
the rest of the team will be there to help make it a 

I wish to thank the delegates who voted for my posi-
tion as First Vice District Governor for District 17N 
during the virtual convention held in May. This meet-
ing was a groundbreaking experience. I am sorry that I 
could not personally meet with members who attended. 

The convention was the second 
District in the state to hold 
such a meeting, following a few 
hours behind District 17A. I 
would like to think that with our 
advancing planning with this 
district, we gave them the idea. 

The State Convention for 
Multiple District 17 was held 
on June 6 in the same effective 
fashion. To further expound, the 4th District Cabinet 
meeting was held in the same virtual fashion on June 
13.

Who knows, this technology might be a more ef-
ficient way to draw members into the active operation 
of Lions with no travel involved, held in the comfort 
of the home, and taking less time away from personal 
time to attend. I hope committee meetings, planning 
sessions, and previews can be held this way. 

I do like the actual meeting of flesh and blood 
members during the actual District and State conven-
tions with the traditional activities associated with 
these gatherings.  I am also hoping Lions with such 
technology can share with those members who do not 
have such devices.

 With the upcoming Lions’ year, it will be a chal-
lenge to bring confidence back to clubs after the 

uncertainty of the Covid-19 Social Distancing. It has 
been appreciated by District Governor Marla, District 
Governor Elect Chris and me how clubs have shown 
their resiliency by continuing to elect club officers and 
paying dues.  I know clubs will continue to operate as 
restrictions ease and start doing what Lions are noted 
to do. I will be glad to get back on the road to meet 
with the clubs assigned to me and to personally visit 
all Lions I meet.

 I will be following the footsteps of District Gover-
nor-Elect Chris Bauer during the 2020-2021 Lions’ 
year. His experience and leadership will be good for 
the District as we begin to “dig” out of this isolation. 
He knows what needs to be done correctly and has the 
ability to convince Lions with his kind leadership.

This Lions’ year for 2020-2021 will be a pivotal one. 
All Lions need to support one another while providing 
service to clubs, community, district, state, and world. 
We can expect there will be struggle as we attempt to 
get back to normal. What we have known as normal 
has changed but can be a chance to start anew.

On the plate of upcoming plans is the interrupted 
plan of the North American Membership Initiative. 
This plan will be instrumental in reorganizing Lions 
membership in a more effective way. I know clubs will 
think of many ways to replace the service activities to 
their communities as well as communities looking to 
their local clubs to help them as they attempt to return 
to normal. In the recent words I hear,  “The Best is Yet 
to Come.”

Richard Caldwell
Second Vice District Governor

 

Looking forward: the best is yet to come!

great year.  I’ll still be around because Past District 
Governors don’t go away they just shift gears and try 
to be of service in another capacity.  Once again thank 
you so much for allowing me to serve District 17 N for 
2019-2020!

DG Marla Larison
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District Governor Marla  
and PCC Jess Larison

and the  
Baxter Springs Lions Club

salute all clubs in 17N  
for a successful year in  

the face of adversity

We Serve
Baxter Springs is the home club of

DG Marla and PCC Jess
Proud supporters of:

Kansas Lions Band 
Kansas Lions Foundation

Kansas Lions Sight Foundation
  5 Global Causes: 

Diabetes
Vision

Hunger
Environmental

Childhood Cancer

Our thanks to these  
supporters of District 17N

Burlington, Kansas

The 1,462 Lions in 72 clubs across the 
southeast third of Kansas  

thank these supporters
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Our thanks to these  
supporters of District 17N

Kent L Williams, DDS, PA
Chanute Family 

Dental
2607 S. Santa Fe

Chanute, Kansas
620-431-3000

JOHN AND LINDA BAKER
In with JB’s Electric • 414 E Main • Chanute • 620-433-2827  

jdbaker@wildblue.net  Like us on Facebook

Salutes the Lions of  
District N and across Kansas

 Locations in Burlington,  
Hillsboro and Marion

Member FDIC

The clubs of Zone 10  
celebrate another year  

of service in  
their communities

Carbondale
Lyndon

Osage City
Ottawa
Reading
Scranton

We Serve

Pittsburg Lions Club
Chartered June 2, 1922
Celebrating 98 years of  

service to our community

Host club for the  
2022 Kansas Lions  
State Convention

Lions of District N have served  at least 
21,826 people with 6, 710 volunteer hours  

We know those numbers could be much 
higher: only 27% of clubs reported.
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Happy June everyone! Just like everyone else, the 
year has managed to fly by and also move at a snails’ 
pace at the same time, I can’t 
quite figure it out! 

I had resolved myself to 
being too busy to submit an 
article this month, but this 
morning I was reading a story 
that inspired me to share 
with you. 

Some of you may be famil-
iar with the history of the 
Amazon army but for those 
of you who may not know of 
it here’s the Reader’s Digest breakdown. 

Deep shaft coal mining is the reason most towns in 
Southeast Kansas exist, it was dangerous work that 
didn’t pay well, but it was a guaranteed paycheck for 
families that needed it. By 1899 more than 60 men 
had been killed in disasters in mining towns around 
Pittsburg. 

These were men that had escaped Europe in the 
years leading up to the Balkan Wars and World War I 
and were new to this country but knew they were not 
being treated fairly and strikes were common for bet-
ter conditions. 

Only one year after gaining the right to vote, thou-
sands of wives, mothers, daughters and sisters of 
miners chose to act in solidarity to protest the un-
fair practices and labor laws that were affecting their 
families. For three days, from December 12-14, 1921, 
thousands of women met at Union Hall in Franklin, 
Kansas and marched to and closed three area mines. 
The New York Times named them “An Army of Ama-
zons.”

I can only hope that I can be as brave as those 
women I come from that stood together to make a 
change in their world. This is so relevant and impor-
tant right now, 100 years later because they may not 
have changed every state in the union or even the en-
tire state of Kansas at that moment, but they changed 
the place that was their home and that ripple grew and 
spread and inspired many more! 

Let’s remember that just like that “Amazon Army” 
we are a small stone that creates larger ripples and 
small acts of kindness and understanding are the soli-
darity that will be felt around the world. 

Here’s to our Lions New Year, let’s make it amazing 
and continue to Serve and Learn in the best way we 
know how. 

Respectfully submitted by Lori Horton.

We can learn from Kansas’ “Amazon Army”

McCune Lions Club members—along with help 
from friends and family—placed flags at the Mc-
Cune City Cemetery for Memorial Day
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We Serve Submit your club activities to newsletter17n@ cox. net.  
Deadline for the newsletter is always the 10th of the month

Blooming in Service
Augusta Lions Judy Dryden, Merle Laham, Sandi 
Lewis Williamson, Wendell Corneil, Patrick Laham, 
Mark Wagner and Bill Kincaid participated in plant-
ing the pots in front of Williamson Plumbing and 
Lion Bill Reed park flag pole planter.

The Bel Aire Lions finally met as a “Live” Club on 
June 10,2020. Jason Dean (left), Partnership Spe-
cialist of the Census 2020, presented a program 
concerning the process of the 2020 Census and 
answered question fielded by members of the club. 
Thanking Jason is Club President Kenny Fischer.

Ty Lasher (left), City Manager of Bel Aire, present-
ed a plaque to Bel Aire Lions Club for its financial 
support for activities of the City of Bel Aire during 
its 40th. anniversary. 
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a Virtual EVEnt
all lions, lEos and 
lionEss WElcomE
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District LCIF donations top last year, but still low
Donations to Lions Club International Foundation 

exceed last years total, according to PDG Bill Kin-
caid, district coordinator for Lions Club International 
Foundation reporting at the final cabinet meeting on 
June 13. 

Twenty-eight clubs 
have donated $16,989 
this year. In Lions year 
2018-2019, District 
17 N donated just over 
$14,000.

PDG Kinkcaid, who 
will return as district LCIF coordinator next year, 
observed that while the increase is encouraging, it 
comes from a small percentage of clubs in the district. 
He added that with clubs suspending regular meetings 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, he was not able 
to make as many club presentations, which likely has 
some impact on donations. 

He challenged clubs who may have had funds 
budgeted for activities that were cancelled due to 

COVID-19 to use to funds for an LCIF grant for 
disaster relief. 

PDG Kincaid reported that District N has reached 
only 22.5 percent of its goal for Campaign 100.  Be-
cause of the pandemic, LCIF is extending the term of 
Campagin 100 for another year and PDG Kincaid will 
return as LCIF chair for another year. 

As club meetings start up again and are in search 
program ideas — or for a program at a virtual meeting 
— contact PDG Kincaid at 316-303-7978 or by email 
at wbkincaid@ sbcglobal.net. 

CovID - 19 Response
Lions Club International Foundation has awarded 

more than $4.6 million in emergency grants for 
COVID-19 response, including a $10,000 grant to 
District K in Kansas. 

The focus of the grants is for focus addressing needs 
that exist within local medical and emergency man-
agement systems that are coordinating efforts with the 
World Health Organization (WHO) and Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) guidelines.

 We Serve
Lions-sponsored eye  

screening saves child’s vision
Heather Bolen and son Luke, celebrate great 
news at a recent eye exam —  
vision in his right eye, which was not seeing 
anything when he was screened at Burling-
ton Elementary School, is 20/25 after six 
months of intervention.

In a Facebook post Heather said “We are so 
grateful for the screenings that the Lions 
Club did at Burlington Elementary School.”

As Luke had perfect vision in his left eye 
which was compensating “we had never 
picked up on the fact that his right eye 
wasn’t seeing anything.

“The eye doctor said it was only due to the 
screening at school and quick action that 
saved Luke’s right eye for the long run.

“Thank you Lions Club and Burlington El-
ementary School.We are so grateful to you!


