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Governor’s Message

Allow me to introduce myself
Let me give you some background information on your new district 

governor.  I have been a member of the Humboldt Lions Club since 1977 
and have held most club positions multiple times.  I have been involved 

at the district level for over thirty years in 
numerous positions and at the state level 
for over twenty years having served on 
various state committees.  I’m a gradu-
ate of the USA/Canada Forum’s Lions 
University having received the Doctorate 
of Lions Certificate at the Spokane WA 
Forum.   I’m a FDI Certified trainer and 
just completed a course on Servant Lead-
ership.  I am also involved in numerous 
organizations in my community.  My wife 
Carol and I have three sons and eleven 
grandchildren.

This year’s path to district governor has 
been challenging.  Lions Clubs Interna-

tional First Vice President Haynes Townsend passed in December.  First 
VP Townsend’s theme was “Kindness Matters.” LCI’s Board of Directors 
appointed a new First Vice President, Doug Alexander.  

Continued on page 2

1st Vice  
District Governor
Richard Caldwell

Bel Aire Lions Club
4609 E Falcon Ct
Wichita KS 67220

316-461-8738
teacher.caldwell@gmail.com

Save the Dates
First District N Cabinet Meeting ..... Aug. 15, 2020

Augusta
Second District N Cabinet Meeting .... Nov. 7, 2020

Independence
Third District N Cabinet Meeting ......Jan. 30, 2021

Zoom Online
17-N District Convention ....... April 16 & 17, 2021 

Parsons
Final District N Cabinet meeting ......June 12, 2021

Humboldt

MD-17 Meetings
First State Council Meeting ...............Aug. 8, 2020 

Zoom Online
Second State Council Meeting .... Oct. 23-25, 2020

McPherson
Kansas Lions Mid-Winter Rally ... Jan. 22-24, 2021 

Salina
Kansas Lions State Convention .......June 4-6, 2021

Topeka
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Governor’s message
Continued from page 1

But another major change happened: Covid-19.  
With the cancellation of the International Convention 

that was to be held in Singapore there was no mecha-
nism to elect a new president.  The board of directors 
voted to keep the same President Dr. Jung-Yul Choi 
for another year.  IP Choi’s theme last year was “We 
Serve through Diversity,” which he combined the two 
themes together for “United in Kindness and Diver-
sity.” I selected “Beacon of Service” as my theme.  You 
will be hearing more about both themes as the year 
progresses.

Augusta Lions Club will host our first in person 
cabinet meeting on Saturday, August 15, 2020.  The 
cabinet meeting will begin at 1:30 pm and there will 
be no meal.  We will be meeting in a large room where 
we can space tables for social distancing.  We plan to 
have the meeting also available by zoom.  So if you are 
unable to be there in person you can content elec-
tronically.  Note: If we have to be cancel an in person 
meetings due to Cocid-19 we will switch to an online 
meeting.

Officer training is coming.  The three district gover-
nors have been working together on a brand new plan 
for training this year.  District A’s 1st Vice District 
Governor Vania Castro presented a plan to the gover-
nors for an online training platform.  We have assem-
bled writing teams, have a list of Faculty Development 
Institute trained instructors, and started the process.  
We hope to soon have on-line courses for President, 
Secretary and Treasurer.  Watch for more information 
and the announcement of the training dates.

I’m looking forward to an exciting but challenging 
year.  Stay tuned for more!

Chris Bauer
District Governor 17N

International President Dr. Jung-Yul Choi administering the official District Governor oath of office via 
Zoom to Incoming District Governor Chris Bauer.

We Serve in communities big and 

small. Responding to unique local needs is precisely 

what Lions do. It’s what we’ve done for over 100 

years. That’s why when the world is experiencing 

hardship, Lions are there. Through the vibrancy of 

our global membership, innovation and hard work, 

Lions everywhere are providing much needed hope 

to so many communities. We are proud to be

United in Kindness  
and Diversity.
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July 1, 2020 marked the beginning of the new Lions’ 
Year 2020-2021. It has opened with many challenges 
for members, clubs, district, and International. How-
ever, it also a time where Lions can start anew and 
begin to spread the good news that will be on the 
horizon once the events settle down. 

To be ready for this, it is important that clubs in 
District 17N begin the year with observing the Service 
they provide to the community. This begins by using 
the International Lions’ My Lion Program. There have 
been earlier bumps and grinds to My Lion, but the 
reporting formats have been made easier.

There are reasons to report service on My Lion. 
Presenting the data ensures people in need to know 
exactly where to go for help. The data helps people to 
understand the needs of others around the State, the 
Nation, and the World. Reporting paves the way for 
collaboration by proving tangible evidence to partners 
of Lions of the engagement and impact of the Clubs. 
A promoted project that is reported can be the begin-
ning of another, larger project. Sharing data online 
enables Lions International to identify practices that 
can be shared globally. Data measurement leads to in-
sights which sharps focus and set higher but reachable 

Why service reporting matters
goals. Data reporting can result in membership growth 
to provide visible engage to communities, since people 

want to participate in real, 
visible change. Data obtained 
through Service show how 
funds are being used to latter 
provide evidence to enhance 
Service through the applica-
tion of grants from Lions 
International. Lastly, when a 
Club reports Service they be-
come eligible for a number of 
Service awards from Interna-

tional Lions that recognize their hard work.
The reporting of service is not busy work, but an es-

sential component to Lions. Our Clubs do wonderful 
work, and there is a need to be recognized for it. Once 
the year begins there will be training to use My Lion 
Reporting by the District. In the meantime, I can 
gladly share any help to do this important task.  
E-Mail me at teacher.caldwell@gmail.com for ques-
tions.

Richard Caldwell
First Vice District Governor 17N

Well, here’s one more HAPPY NEW YEAR to 
you all! I hope you are all as 
excited as I am at the prospect 
of a new “Lion Year” and what 
amazing things we can accom-
plish with it! 

Personally, I feel like the 
possibilities are endless, let’s 
face it, we really have no where 
to go but up from here, right? 

I will keep this brief ex-
cept to say I am thrilled and 
humbled to find myself work-
ing with DG Chris and 1VDG Richard, I hope I will 
serve you all well and I welcome the opportunity to 
learn from the past and work toward the future to 
grow our clubs and our district in a meaningful way. 

I continue to challenge all the clubs in District N to 
try to embrace technology and recognize the valuable 

tool we are so blessed to have had in our hands during 
this critical moment in history. Without those virtual 
connections at a local, district, state and even interna-
tional level, our mission to Serve may have stumbled 
or worse yet, crumbled. 

But instead, we have risen to the challenge, clubs 
continue to Serve their communities however they 
can and we will find this a character building exorcise 
in how to overcome any block that is put in our path. 
Let’s make this year the best one yet!

Respectfully submitted, 
 Lori Horton

Acting Second vice District Governor 17N

New Lions year opens with endless possibilities
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Hi Lions,
I have said in the 

past, “There is nothing 
new in recruiting new 
members.” T his may be 
true, or not.  This year 
a new program is being 
introduced to reverse 
membership losses in 
the United States and 
Canada.  Statistics 
show a steady decline in 
both USA and Canada.  
That is also true in Kansas.

The new program is North American Membership 
Initiative (NAMI).  This program brings together the 
Membership, Leadership and Service teams at the 
district level to organize new clubs and support exist-
ing clubs in membership drives.

There are four teams designed for specific functions, 
although each supports the others.  The teams are: 

• New Club Team
• New Member Team
• Member Satisfaction Team 
• Leader Support Team
Each team is organized with a Team Leader and 

Team Members and has an action plan.
The New Club Team will locate communities where 

a new Lions Club would benefit that community.  
The team will contact potential club members, help 
the prospective club conduct either a service project 
or fundraising project in the community.  With the 
help of the other teams, the new club will be orga-
nized, club officers elected and trained.  Service and 
fundraising project suggestions will be available with 
best practices included.  Membership Orientation will 
educate the new club members on the history of Lions 
Clubs International, LCIF, Global Service, Kansas 
Lions history and projects in the state. Guiding Lions 
will continue to guide the club for a two-year period 
to ensure success of the club.

The New Member Team will work with existing 
Lions Clubs with emphasis on Member Satisfaction 
and Club Health.  The New Member Team will review 
the Club Analysis with the club officers and mem-
bers to develop a plan for invigorating the club.  This 
will include officer training, member orientation, club 

operations, service projects, fundraising projects, and 
member recognition programs.  

The Member Satisfaction Team will work in co-
ordination with the other teams to develop service 
projects and fundraising activities guidelines, includ-
ing best practices and tailored to specific club needs.  
Member recognition guidelines will also be developed 
for the club.

The Leader Support Team will develop officer 
training modules for all club officers and directors.  
Each module will be modified for the needs of the in-
dividual club.  A member orientation module will also 
be developed for presentation at club meetings.

To ensure success of the program, the Zone Chair 
for your zone will visit as early as possible in the 
new Lions year.  They will meet with the officers and 
members of the club to analyze the needs of the club.  
This analysis will be given to the Team Leaders for 
evaluation and an action plan developed for the club.  
A member of the team will visit the club to discuss the 
Action Plan.  When a final action plan is agreed on 
by the club and the team, the next step will to put the 
plan into action.

Marketing will also be a part of our plan in Kansas. 
I am asking the Public Relations committee to help 
clubs market through social media and local news 
organizations.

If you or your club would like to participate either 
as a team member or having a team member visit your 
club, please contact me.  My email is PIDGENE@
AOL.COM 

In Lions Service,
PID Gene Vogel 

MD17 Coordinator Global Membership Team

LCI program launches new tools for club growth 
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Lions Clubs of District 17-N:
As your new District 17-N Public Relations Chair, I 

want to encourage you to develop a strong relationship 
with your local media outlets.

For five generations, my family has been involved 
in the newspaper business in southeastern Kansas. So, 
the publication (for newspapers) or broadcasting (for 
radio) of news from local 4-H clubs, Boy Scouts and 
Girl Scouts, school organizations, church clubs, and, of 
course, civic clubs like the Lions Clubs, are the regular 
heartbeat of community journalism. Community news 
has been — and forever will be — our bread and but-
ter.

Here are some tips I would like to pass along to you:
• Know your media outlets. Get to know your 

newspaper editor, radio/TV announcer or social media 
handler. Go to their office, shake their hand, pick up 
their business card and ask them how best they can 
use news from your organization. In almost all cases, 
the media outlets are smaller-market entities, which 
know the importance of community news. So, I would 
anticipate that they would gladly accept information 
from your club. But, it starts by making that initial 
contact. 

• Keep your information simple. It’s best that you 
provide news that is important about upcoming events 
and activities. A story that reads like the standard min-
utes of a meeting (with all of the minutia about mo-
tions, seconded motions, votes, etc.) will not be widely 
read as would information about an upcoming activity 
or fundraiser.  

By “keeping it simple” . . . 
Keep the information as concise as possible. This 

means prioritizing the time, date, and location of your 
event. 

Always include the purpose of the event (for a 
fundraiser, tell how you plan to use your revenue; for a 
civic activity, explain the project and how and why the 
Lions Club got involved with it).

Refrain from cheerleading. You don’t need to be the 
cheerleader with the megaphone for your organization. 
The event itself, and the facts surrounding it, are what 
people care to know.

Always ask for the public’s help. All Lions Club ac-
tivities should encourage a public response. So, empha-
size in your information that the public is encouraged 

to attend (a fundraiser for example) or watch the civic 
project as it progresses.

• Take pictures:  If you have a good camera or a high 
resolution camera on your cell phone, take a photo of 
the event and ask if it can be included with publica-
tion of a story or posting to a news website. And, if 
you don’t send those photos to your media outlets, you 
should post the pictures to your social media site or 
webpage.

Strive for a strong photo. A wide-angle photo of 
people eating at a soup feed probably isn’t going to win 
any contests, but a photo of one of your Lions Club 
members at the stove with soup ladle in hand will 
probably have more effect.

• Use email: All media outlets are internet savvy. 
So, email the photo and information to the outlet.  
For newspapers, do not print a photo from an inkjet 
printer and then submit that photo for publication. If 
your image is digital ( JPEG format), it can be emailed 
to the editor. In media world, email is the preferred 
method of communication. 

• Radio programs: Many local radio stations have 
a designated time for a community spotlight or com-
munity feature. Ask if you can be interviewed on that 
radio show to promote an upcoming event or activ-
ity. Or, perhaps give a simple update to various Lions 
Club projects (scholarship recipients, spring projects, 
summer ball teams, etc.).

A periodic update from the local Lions Club (per-
haps two or three times per year) would be good for 
community knowledge and civic goodwill.

Should you have any difficulty in making contact 
with your local media outlets, feel free to contact me. 
We’ll work together to see if we can make inroads 
through your community media . . . and, hopefully, 
make your club stronger.

Andy Taylor
Public Relatons Chair,  District 17-N

andy@taylornews.org

Andy Taylor, president of the Independence Lions Club, 
serves as the District 17-N Public Relations Chair. Taylor is a 
fifth-generation newspaper editor from southeast Kansas and 
recently completed his term as president of the Kansas Press 
Association, which represents more than 200 newspapers across 
Kansas.  He can be contacted at andy@taylornews.org.

District PR Chair

Sharing the good news from your club
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Submit your club activities to newsletter17n@cox. net. Deadline is always the 10th of the month

Around the District

Emporia Lions and 
the Patriot Guard 
posted flags on a 
bridge over  
Interstate Highway 
35 just east of  
Emporia on Flag 
Day, June 14. 

Ark City Early Bird Lions, Lion Sue Lancaster and People to People were recognized as Cowley County 
Heros by Legacy Regional  Community Foundation for their work in the community. Lion Sue rallied vol-
unteers to reach out to community members —many elderly or disabled— that need assistance to main-
tain their properties by mowing, cleaning up limbs and leaves, and other tasks.   When the COVID-19 
pandemic crisis hit and the usual transportation services stopped, Sue and People for People expanded 
their mission to include rides home from the hospital for community members discharged with no other 
way home.  They provided this service not only in their hometown of Arkansas City, but countywide. 
Accepting the check are, from left, Lions Rex Riggs, Sue Lancaster, Ruben Garcia, Blanche Schmidt 
representing Legacy Community Foundation, Lions Mary Schneider, David Baxter, Mike Pudden, Mike 
Bergagnini, and Bob Mathews.
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New officers installed around the district

Ark City officers were installed by PCC Patrick 
Laham (back left), Past President Buddy Kendrick, 
Lions Park Co-Director Don Cheslic, Tail Twister 
Judy Mitchell, Director Ty Mitchell, President Bon-
nie Gilmore, Treasurer Ken Gilmore, Lions Park 
Co-Director and Club Director Bill Olson.Seated: 
Director Wes Locke, Nancy Erickson, and Director 
Richard Erickson.

Augusta officers are from left: Secretary PDG Bill 
Kincaid, Installing Officer PCC Patrick Laham, 
President Judy Dryden, First Vice President Dianne 
Buggeln, Second Vice President John Reid,  
Director Mark Wagner, Director Larry Boggs, Tail 
Twister Merle Laham, Director Sandi Williamson, 
Director Sherry Kincaid, Membership Chair Wendell 
Corneil, Treasurer Bill Buggeln.

PCC Patrick Laham installed the officers of the 
Bel Aire Lions  for 2020-2021. Lions pictured, from  
left: PCC Patrick Laham,  Membership Chair Andy 
Horner, President Gary O’Neal, Board members 
Larry Stawar, Grace Kneil, and Richard Caldwell, 
Tail Twister James Schmidt; LCIF Chair Ken Fis-
cher; Treasurer Jerald Peterson; First Vice Presi-
dent Rusty Peterson; Reporting Secretary Jackie 
O’Neal; and Recording Secretary Phil Shull.

Derby officers for 2020-2021 installed by PCC Pat-
rick Laham (left) are: Program Chair Jean Epperson, 
Vice President Kiel Mangus, President Brock  
Stuhlsatz, Past President/Club LCIF Coordinator 
Austin Lee.

Wichita Northwest Lions officers for 2020-2021 are: 
Scott Helmke, 1st Vice President; Tom Stewart, 
President; Bill Murphy, 2nd year Director; Mari-
lyn Murphy, Tail Twister; Shelia Stewart, 2nd year 
Director; Janice McClernon, 1st year Director; Jack 
Smith, 1st year Director;Sandra Childs, Secretary/
Treasurer; Jim Osborne, 2nd Vice President.

Installing Officer PCC Patrick Laham, First Vice 
President Betty Zeka, Treasurer Lenny Scheufler, 
Director Jane Cole, Secretary Larry Mangan, Third 
Vice President Dorothy Malsom, Second Vice Presi-
dent Chris Kennemore, President Tanya Chancellor, 
Lion Tamer Perry Wiley
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Derby Noon Lion Heather Bohaty recommended 
the club to consider partnership with USD 260 and 
the Derby Chamber of Commerce for the annual 
food drive, “Food Friday on a Thursday.” Derby 
Lions recruited 38 local businesses to “host” a food 
drive box for a week.  The successful drive contrib-
uted 1300 items for the Derby Community Family 
Services Food Pantry. In addition to recruiting busi-
ness, the club delivered and collected boxes. 

The Derby Noon Lions Club awarded a $1,000 
scholarship to Gabriel E. Connell, 2020 graduate of 
Derby High School. Connell plans to attend Emery-
Riddle Aeronautical University in Prescott, Ariz., 
to study Cyber Intelligence and Security. Connell 
submitted an essay that included examples of 
his pursuit of excellence in information technol-
ogy and service to others. Pictured with Connell is 
Derby Lion member Susan Thompson.

Anna Huffman received the Wichita Northwest 
Lions Club scholarship, presented by Lion Scott 
Helmke. Anna graduated from Bishop Carroll and 
in the fall will attend K-State studying to become a 
nurse. 

Wichita Northwest Lions Sandra Childs and Marjie 
Helmke were recognized with Melvin Jones Fellow-
ships, presented by PDG Laura Olson-Oxley, at the 
club’s annual Recognition Banquet. 
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 BURLINGTON — Since be-
ing chartered 25 years ago, 
the Burlington Lions Club has 
made a noticeable difference in 
the Burlington community and 
beyond.
 A story in the Monday, 
March 13, 1995, edition of Cof-
fey County Today recounted 
the Burlington Lions Club 
Charter Night. Terry Weldin 
was installed as the first presi-
dent, a position he now holds 
25 years later, along with other 
club officers.
 The Westphalia Lions Club 
sponsored the Burlington Li-
ons Club, which required 25 
members in order to be char-
tered. International First Vice 
President Dr. William Wunder 
offered encouraging words at 
charter night. 
 “As a new club, I urge you to 
look in your immediate com-
munity — look around your 
neighborhood, identify some 
needs and jump on them,” 
Wunder said. “Jump on and 
tell your stories to the mem-
bers and the citizens of your 
community. When you truly 
become a Lion is when you 
understand how good it feels 
when you help someone. That 
says it all, Keep that Lion spirit 
and you will grow and make 
this community a better place 
to live in and work — YOU will 
make a difference.”
 Burlington Lions have fol-
lowed the Lions Club motto, 
“We Serve.” Local Lions Club 
programs, including the Bur-
lington Lions Club, include 
sight conservation, hearing 
and speech conservation, dia-
betes awareness, youth out-
reach, international relations, 
environmental issues and 
many other programs.

Community Service
 The Burlington Lions Club 
is known for providing free 
vision screenings to children 
at Coffey County schools, day-
cares and at community cel-
ebrations. In several cases, the 
screenings helped detect vision 
problems that were able to be 
corrected at an early age.
 Burlington Lions recently 
concluded a major fundraiser 
to purchase new vision screen-
ing equipment. “Coffey County 
really showed up with support 
for the vision equipment,” 
Weldin said. “We appreciate all 
the support from the commu-
nity for those who need help.”
 Internationally, Lions clubs 
have been involved in prevent-
ing blindness and conserv-
ing eyesight since 1924, when 
Helen Keller challenged Lions 
Club International “to become 
the knights of the blind in the 
crusade against darkness.” Li-
ons are involved in providing 
free or low cost eyeglasses to 
those in need. 
 In the fall of 2017, the Bur-
lington Lions Club marked 
the 100th anniversary of the 
international organization by 
dedicating its Legacy project at 
the City of Burlington’s newly 
established Happy Tails dog 
park, located east of Second and 

Des Moines streets. With help 
from the City of Burlington 
Parks Department, Burlington 
Lions provided the concrete for 
a sidewalk and entryway at the 
park and incorporated a stone 
with the Lions logo.
 Burlington Lions offer ice 
cream annually at the Cof-
fey County Fair. They provide 
musical opportunities by send-
ing students to the Lions Club 
State Band. They support af-
ter prom at Burlington High 
School and sponsor motorcycle 
safety courses to raise funds 
for After Prom events. 
 Since 1995, Lions have vol-
unteered to run the baseball/
softball concession stand. They 
also have provided a meal/
breakfast at the Burlington 
High School Wrestling Invita-
tional Tournament for about 10 
years. 

Members Share
 Weldin explained how he 
first became involved with 
Burlington Lions Club. “As a 
young man in my hometown, 
Colony, Lions Club sponsored 
the local baseball teams and I 
enjoyed that a lot,” he said.
 After moving to Burlington, 
Weldin learned in the fall of 
1994 that Past District Gover-
nor Sol Evans sought to orga-
nize a new Burlington Lions 

Club. “I wanted to have a posi-
tive influence on someone else; 
I helped to recruit members,” 
Weldin said.
 Others became members af-
ter accepting invitations, in-
cluding Ronda Gilbert. “I had 
recently moved back to the 
community and decided to see 
what it was all about,” Gilbert 
said.
 Brenda Klubek was invited 
to join the Lions Club by anoth-
er lender at Central National 
Bank.
 Another member, Dale Rein, 
has been involved in Lions 
Club for 30 years. He trans-
ferred his membership from 
the Council Grove Lions Club.
 “I think the biggest accom-
plishments for our club have 
been the dog park, providing 
all the requests for eyeglasses, 
sending students to Lions Band 
with our fundraisers, the Mel-
vin Jones awards our club has 
received and our vision screen-
ing,” Gilbert said. “I would like 
to see a scholarship award set 

up for the future.”
 Klubek would like to see 
younger people become in-
volved in Lions Club in order 
to “have a strong club for the 
next 25 years and beyond.” 
Rein concurred.

Learn More
 “Lions clubs have always 
been service organizations 
filled with service community 
members both men and wom-

en,” Weldin said.
 The 2021 Lions Club theme, 
“Kindness Matters,” starts 
July 1. Burlington Lions Club 
welcomes new members to be-
come involved in the club and 
its service projects. “There is 
no shortage of good things that 
can be done in our communi-
ty,” Weldin said.
 To learn more about the Bur-
lington Lions Club, call (620) 
490-1461 or visit their Facebook 
page.
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Burlington Lions Club  
celebrates 25th anniversary

File photo
Officers installed during the Burlington Lions Club Charter Night were, from left, Terry Weldin, president; Scott 
Porter, second vice president; Bob Trendel, Lion tamer; Patty Sanborn, director; Gordon Van Zile, director; Jim 
Pede, director; Don St. Clair, tail twister; Rick Schmidt, first vice president; and Gen Pede, third vice president.

File photo
International First Vice President 
Dr. William Wunder spoke 25 
years ago at the Burlington Lions 
Club Charter Night.

File photo
A stone with the Lions International logo Commemorates the Burlington Lions Club Legacy project at the 
Happy Tails dog park in Burlington.

File photo
Burlington Lions Club President Terry Weldin gives a speech after ac-
cepting the club’s charter.

Burlington 
Lions mark 
25 years  
of service

The Burlington Lions 
Club marked 25 years of 
service to the community 
this year. The Coffey County 
Republican devoted a page 
to the Lions Club  — re-
printed at right. 

The front page of the same 
issue included a picture of 
club president Terry Weldin 
holding the charter from 
February 1995. If you look 
closely at the reprint, you 
will see that PDG Terry was 
also the Charter President 
of the Burlington Lions. 

Reprinted with  
permission of the  

Coffey County Republican
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I wanted to put together a list from District 17-N 
clubs if they were meeting in person, via Zoom or 
not at all.  So, I reached out to Club Officers for their 
input on how they were doing.  Below are some of the 
responses I received.  Thanks, DG Chris Bauer

Pleasant Valley Lions Club has been updating the 
building we own, Pleasant Valley Lions Club Youth 
Activity Center, that is used by one of the scout troops 
we sponsor.  The other troop we sponsor is currently 
meeting via zoom.  We have also donated money to 
the Kansas Food Bank to help them out during this 
pandemic.  Also, we ran a fireworks stand, which is our 
main fundraiser of the year, during the latter part of 
June until early July.  We will meet in August.  Lion 
Chris Smith, Secretary

Madison Lions Club Madison typically doesn’t 
meet in June, July, and Aug.  It will be interesting 
when Sept comes around and meeting decisions will 
be made then.  Lion Mary Meyer, Secretary

Parsons Lions Club meets 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of 
the month at the Baptist Church all spread out social 
distant at its finest!  Bring sack lunch.  We also met 
with our scholarship recipient that picture is on our 
Facebook had a board - budget meeting at Kitchen 
Pass on June 23rd.  I gave a program on the new mask 
ordinance in Parsons on July 7th.  Working on sev-
eral eye glass for people needing help.  Lion Verlyn 
Bolinger, President - Parsons Lions Club 

Cedar Vale Lions Club have not met since March.  
Our next meeting is scheduled August 17.  As of now, 
it is planned to meet in person; if possible, in order to 
make plans for the Cedar Vale Labor Day Activities 
– concessions stand – if it is held.  In March, Cedar 
Vale Lions had a fund raiser by providing a hamburger 
supper for the Caney Valley Electric Cooperative 
Annual Meeting.  In April, the Lions sponsored its 
annual Cedar Vale High School Academic Honors 
Recognition Event.  Normally, a banquet is held.  This 
year, it was held by computer Zoom technology that 
included a Cedar Vale HS graduate’s presentation, and 
gift cards for the students from the local convenience 
store.   Three long-time Lions members have recently 
passed, who were military veterans.  The Lions began 
an organized community-wide effort to honor those 
Lions members, along with other Cedar Vale veter-
ans in a new gazebo in the city’s memorial park.  The 
Lions made a substantial contribution towards the 
project.  Lion Allen Zadorozny, Treasurer

Halstead Lions Club are going to try and meet at 
noon on the fourth Fridays as of right now.  The meet-
ings are at a restaurant so if restrictions come back 
those would probably be canceled.  We had our best 
year ever with our fireworks stand so funds are in good 
shape.  I believe Halstead has canceled the Old Set-
tlers weekend so we will miss having our Bingo fund-
raising but that is usually not a large amount.  Lion 
Ron Auernheimer, Secretary/Treasurer

Arkansas City Early Bird Lions Club are meeting 
in person install July 18 of officers 1 new 1 prospective 
member.  Lion Don Sefers, President

Altamont Lions Club have not had a meeting 
since the stay at home order.  It is impossible for us to 
decide what we are going to do in the future.  Zoom 
doesn’t seem to work for all the members. Lion Kent 
Peterson, Secretary-Treasurer

Arkansas City Lions Club is trying to keep meeting 
in person, but available spaces are non-existent, and 
many members do not feel secure in meeting/eating at 
the local restaurant we use.  It is an ongoing problem.  
Since so few of us have computers, and if we did, we 
wouldn’t know how to “Zoom”.  We are all older.  We 
are so disappointed that this is our 100th year anniver-
sary and are unable to have a big celebration.  We have 
cancelled some meetings and just play it by ear as to 
what we will do for each.  Lion Paula Plush, Secretary

Wellington Lions Club’s meeting place had an em-
ployee test positive for COVID-19 and has shut down 
for two weeks, so we suspended in-person meetings 
until further notice.  Lion Larry Mangan, Secretary

Inman Lions Club will meet in person for regularly 
scheduled meetings in July and August.  We meet once 
a month on the second Monday of the month.  While 
we canceled meetings in March April and May we 
did have a June meeting and plan to continue regular 
meetings in person at this time.  We are planning to 
hold our annual fishing derby for youth on September 
26 pending any changes in the pandemic shutdown 
orders.  Lion Kris Lindenberger, Secretary

Columbus Lions Club run the Lions Shack serving 
hamburgers, polish, hot dogs, French fries, and drinks 
during our county fair.  That runs July 21-25.  We usu-
ally don’t have an official meeting until later in August.  
We’ve been meeting outside these last few weeks to 
prepare for the fair and will be working with a skeleton 
crew.  I’m not sure when we will return to meeting in-

Continued on next page

Clubs find ways to serve even during a pandemic
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side, but time will tell if things spike up or trend down.  
Lion Regina Jameson

Moundridge Lions Club missed meetings in April 
and May.  We had planned to have our annual Omelet 
Feed in April but had to cancel.  During the summer 
( June, July, August) we only meet on the 3rd Tuesday 
of the month.  As of this time we had our meeting in 
June and are looking forward to the July meeting.  We 
do meet in person since we are a small group.  Lion 
Karen Tolle, Secretary-Treasurer

Bel Aire Lions Club’s board passed a policy at our 
lunch meetings to continue social distancing, unmask 
for lunch, encourage masks but optional as long as 
social distancing is maintained after lunch.  We also 
canceled the Lions Wellness Trailer at our Fall Festi-
val here in Bel Aire in October.  We reserved it again 
for next fall.  Our Club served hot dogs, snow cones, 
chips, etc., at the Bel Aire 40th Anniversary celebra-
tion, which was held outdoors at City Hall, on the 
lawn.  Many games were played, and a huge fireworks 
display was the grand finale that evening.  That was 
our first fundraising opportunity since last November.  
We missed the whole month of June selling conces-
sions at the ball fields this year.  Our next fundraiser is 
scheduled for November at our Taste of Italy dinner, 
depending on coronavirus issues at that time.  Gary 
O’Neal, President

Eureka Lions Club are not meeting on a regular 
basis.  Summer meetings are mostly social with little 
business.  The Copper Kettle is closed due to restric-
tions.  We held one meeting just to clean up a few 
loose ends.  No meetings are planned in the near 
future.  Lion Stanley Porter, Secretary-Treasurer

Newton Lions Club has been an active time, includ-
ing a cruise-main-fundraiser for the local food pantry.  
We did one in-person meeting in June.  We have a 
bowling social planned for July, but times have become 
uncertain so I’m really not sure we have answers yet.  
Lion Greg Nickel, President

Augusta Lions Club is attempting to meet during 
July, August, and September.  We have had an “in per-
son” meeting July 7 and had our installation of officers.  
We plan to meet in person July 21 when we will host 
1st VDG Richard.  We are planning on hosting the 
District Cabinet Meeting on August 15 at the United 
Methodist Church.  Lion Bill Kincaid, Secretary

Coffeyville Lions Club started back up meetings 

last month then had to shut them back down due to 
the location where we have our meetings being shut 
down for a few weeks.  We are hoping to be able to 
start back up meeting either the end of this month or 
August.  We are planning on having our Annual Lions 
Golf Tournament on September 12th.  At the last 
meeting we were able to have we began talking/plan-
ning for this event.  Lion Jaime Grant, Secretary

Pittsburg Lions stopped meeting in March and 
waited like most clubs to see where this pandemic was 
heading.  We voted via email in April and had our first 
Zoom meeting in May.  We had an additional chal-
lenge of losing our meeting place as it was located in 
the local hospital which immediately closed down to 
any outside, unnecessary gatherings.  This is still the 
case until at least September, so it looks like an alter-
native had to be found.  Crawford County continues 
to add new cases daily, so we are playing things by ear 
right now for the safety of our members.  Projects have 
been set back to more individual things like filling 
the Blessing Boxes in town and delivering Meals on 
Wheels or donating blood.  Our members are still do-
ing what they can and what they are comfortable with 
as the situation allows!  Lori Horton, President

Carbondale Lions Club has not been meeting since 
shutdowns in March.  Consensus is to stay home and 
avoid unnecessary gathering to stay safe.  If a press-
ing need comes along, we will begin discussions with 
phone calls.  Carbondale Lions Club does organize an 
annual Fall Festival which is still under consideration 
at this time.   The scheduled Carbondale Fall Festival 
for 2020 is September 26.   If conditions allow for 
gatherings in September, the 2020 Fall Festival will be 
an evening parade and street dance with a few other 
social distancing approved attractions.  Carbondale 
Lions organized a Farmers Market at the Carbondale 
City Park from May to September in 2016.  2020 is 
the 4th year for this community project.  Carbondale 
Lions are managing the Farmers Market this year 
following CDC and the Kansas Department of Ag-
ricultural guidelines.  It is a welcome attraction to the 
area and is attended by shoppers and a variety of local 
vendors.  Lion Mary Burgett, Secretary

Baxter Springs Lions Club is scheduled for 2nd 
and 4th Mondays but allowing common sense to 
rule.  Lion President Rhanda is studying zoom meet-
ings and it should be tested soon.  Lion Jerry Snider, 
Treasurer

Goddard Lions Club has been meeting via Zoom 
Continued on page 14
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KANSAS	DISTRICT	17-N	
DISTRICT	CABINET	MEETING	

		

August	15,	2020	
	

Augusta United Methodist Church 
2420 N. Ohio Street	

Augusta, Kansas 67010  
	

District	Governor	–	Lion	Chris	Bauer	
	

	 	 	 	 1:00	PM	–	1:30	PM	 Registration	Open	
	 	 	 	 1:30	-	4:00	PM	 	 Cabinet	Meeting	 	 	
	 	 	 	 4:00	–	4:30	PM	 	 PDG	Club	Meeting	
	 	 	 	 4:30	PM	 	 	 Adjourn	
	

Registration	form	on	the	opposite	page	or	contact		
PDG	Bill	Kincaid,	(316)775-2456;	email:	wbkincaid@sbcglobal.net			
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Join us for our first cabinet meeting of the year!!
CABINET MEETING – DISTRICT 17-N

Saturday, August 15, 2020
Augusta United Methodist Church

ADA Accessible
2420 N. Ohio Street, Augusta, KS 67010

Reservations by August 12 to be made with:
Lion Bill Kincaid

910 E. Kelly Ave • Augusta, KS 67010
Phone : (316) 775-2456 • E-mail : wbkincaid@sbcglobal.net 

Club ________________________________________________________________________________

Contact person (Lion making reservation)  __________________________________________________

Names of Attendees & Office Held

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

Address of contact person _______________________________________________________________

Phone number of contact person  _________________________________________________________

Email of contact person  ________________________________________________________________

Kansas 
Lions Pin 
Sets
DG Chris Bauer, 1st Vice 
District Governor Richard 
Caldwell, and Acting 2nd 
Vice District Governor Lori 
Horton have the pins for 
sale.  Let one of us know 
how many sets you want.  
LIMITED SUPPLY
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since April.  I assume we will continue meeting that 
way for the near future due to high COVID-19 num-
bers in Sedgwick County.  In April we made a dona-
tion to our local food pantry and our fireworks stand 
opened as planned. We partnered with the City of 
Goddard to provide a community fireworks show. We 
hope to install officers soon, but we will have to watch 
what our governing bodies tell us about gatherings.  
Lion Nancy Borst, Secretary

Neodesha Lions Club met the first Wed of July.  
This was our first meeting since March.  At our July 
meeting we voted to not meet again until the first Wed 
of September due to the upswing of the COVID-19.  
The restaurant where we have been meeting has just 
closed so I am not sure where we will be meeting in 
September.  Lion Jim Jackson, Secretary

Neosho Rapids Lions Club have used our meeting 
times for small work details at the local park as well as 
maintaining minimum concessions at the community 
tee ball games.  We will be meeting in August (typi-
cally no more than 6 attend) to discuss cancelling or 
revamping the October Haunted House event.  we 
provided a $500 scholarship this spring and supported 
senior recognition in our local newspaper.  We also 
completed the disc golf holes at our community park.  
Lion Kathy Stayskal, Secretary

Lyndon Lions Club just held our Annual 4th of July 
Pancake Breakfast plus we also grilled hotdogs as part 
of the City of Lyndon 4th of July Celebration with a 
bicycle raffle included in the evening.  We will meet 
the 3rd Monday in July and August both face to face 
and Zoom.  Lion Pam Bilyeu, President

Hesston Club has not met since February, the bulk 
of our members are at the take caution age. As Presi-
dent, I have emailed members with updates, info, and 
Club questions.  Our 2 meeting venues have basically 
been closed to extra activities allowed in.  We will con-
sider an outdoor meeting; we generally only meet the 
3rd Monday June through September.  Our was Club 
disappointed we could not carry on with the Rabies 
Clinic, kids fishing derby, I-135 trash pick and a Club 
field trip.  However, many of our members volunteer 
with other organizations and have helped as allowed.  
Lion Kendall Schwanke, President

Benton Lions club does not meet until September.  
Our first project is a community appreciation picnic 
near the end of September.  Lion Tim Fox, President

Coffeyville Daylight Defenders have not been meet-
ing – staying in touch by email.  We have continued to 
financially assist people needing eyeglasses.  Lion Jerry 
Peckham, Treasurer

McCune Lions Club is still meeting every two weeks 
at the city park, we have had around 50 per cent of the 
club members show up.  Lion Phil Sellers, President

Osage City Lions Club is still meeting in public 
unless something changes between now and then!  We 
don’t meet on Labor Day.  In June, we had our Annual 
Possum Hunt or installation of officers.   We signed 
up 8 new members that evening.  July 9,10,11 Lions 
Club Food Stand during the Osage County Fair.  We 
also co-sponsored the talent show.  September 13 we 
will be hosting our 40th Annual Golf Tournament, a 
four-person scramble.  $160 entry fee.  Hole prizes and 
raffle prizes; chipping and putting contests. Lion Gary 
Griffith, Secretary

Oswego Lions Club have been typically using text 
messages as our form of meetings.  We’ve put all our 
projects on hold since they all have to do with food 
and serving.  There is still a debate on doing the teach-
ers breakfast as we don’t want to have a group of 70-80 
people all gathered up.  We’ve talked about possibly do-
ing a drive thru/pickup breakfast.  Lion Donnie Jones, 
President

Chanute Lions Club had a meeting on July 6th with 
a cookout.  We will have a meeting on August 3rd.  We 
voted to go to one meeting a month and it will be the 
1st Monday.  Will see if we can go to the college again 
or have to go to Opie’s.  We lost one member but are 
gaining one new one and hopefully another one.  We 
will make a decision in Sept. if we will be able to do 
Candy Day in Oct.  Lion Charlene Riley, Secretary

Towanda Lions Club has no formal meetings in the 
summer.  We normally don’t have meetings in June, 
July, and August, but our last regular dinner meeting 
this year was February 17 due to the Covid situation,  
Many of us are involved in the Club’s care and mow-
ing of the Towanda Cemetery and Sutton Cemetery, so 
we have considerable text and phone communication 
in the summer surrounding that.   We had somewhat 
informal in person activity and donation discussions 
among several members during our installation and 
take down of cemetery flags around Memorial Day.   
Otherwise we’ve just had necessary communications 
by text or email.  Our next regular meeting is planned 
for 6:30 PM on September 21 at the Hebrew’s Café in 
downtown Towanda.  Lion Jerry Carlin, Secretary
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I hope you all will indulge me to review a few high-
lights from my year as District Governor.  It was a 
very interesting year to say the 
least.  There have been a few 
historic events I have been 
involved in during this time 
and I would like to share 
briefly.

February of 2019 was the 
District Governor training 
held in Illinois for roughly 
800 incoming DG’s.  We 
were the first group to do 
this training at this facility 
and had the opportunity to tour Lions Clubs Interna-
tional Headquarters at Oak Brook.  The training was 
thorough and enjoyable.  During this time we had the 
opportunity to meet many Lions including our incom-
ing International President Jung Yul Choi.  The Kan-
sas DG’s were lucky to have an opportunity to meet 
him prior to this when he made a trip to Kansas to 
visit PID Ed and State Secretary Linda McCormick 
earlier in the spring.

We concluded our training at the Lions Internation-
al Convention in Milan in June and we were officially 
District Governors.  The next few months were filled 
with club visits, District Cabinet meetings and with 
State Council meetings to stay informed and handle 
Lions business.  The best part was meeting the indi-
vidual Lions at the club visits and learning about what 
they do for their communities.  All clubs are different 
and it brings home the phrase “Your Club Your Way”.  
There isn’t a set format that fits all.

I had the pleasure of selecting four New Voices 
Nominees from our District this year.  They were: 
Lion Lori Horton-Membership, Lion Debra Funke-
Service, Lion Laurel Anderson-Leadership and Lion 
Rhanda Andrews-Marketing.  It will be interesting to 
see how these Lions evolve as Lion Leaders.

The members of the DG team and my Cabinet this 
past year were a blessing.  Current District Governor 
Chris Bauer and First VDG Richard Caldwell were a 
great deal of support throughout the year.

A big highlight of the year was the 100th Anniver-
sary Celebration of the Wichita Downtown Lions 
Club.  I had visited their club prior to the December 
celebration and I appreciate their welcome and hospi-

tality.  The honored guest for their celebration was 1st 
International Vice President Judge Haynes Townsend, 
he gave a great speech to the Lions in attendance.  
We had no way of knowing that he would pass away 
within a couple weeks of that event.  It is a treasured 
memory.  He truly believed “Kindness Matters.”

The first part of 2020 was pretty normal until the 
second week of March.  We all know how things 
changed and we had many new things to learn.  How 
to communicate virtually, how to try to stay together 
while staying apart and how to go forward.

We made a little history in our District by holding 
our convention by Zoom meeting, followed by our 
State Convention and our fourth and final Cabinet 
meeting.  Many events have been cancelled as we try 
to figure out where we go from here. International 
President Choi and the International Directors will 
be held over for another year since the International 
Convention was cancelled also.

I will leave you with this, we can and will go forward 
because you have great leadership to follow and rely on 
in the coming years.  Thank you for your support dur-
ing this incredible and historic year.

Immediate Past Dist. Governor Marla Larison

A challenging year comes to an end

A virtual training for district and  
club offiers, beginning with club  

presidents will be offered in August.  
Presidents’ training is scheduled for  
August 13. Watch for an email with  

details on how to register and future 
training dates for zone chairs and club 

secretaries and treasurers. 


