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Save the Dates
District N Meetings

Second Cabinet Meeting .................... Nov. 7, 2020
Independence

Third Cabinet Meeting .......................Jan. 30, 2021
Zoom Online

17-N District Convention ....... April 16 & 17, 2021 
Parsons

Final Cabinet meeting ......................June 12, 2021
Humboldt

MD-17 Meetings
Second State Council Meeting .... Oct. 23-25, 2020

TBA
Kansas Lions Mid-Winter Rally ... Jan. 22-24, 2021 

Salina
Kansas Lions State Convention .......June 4-6, 2021

Topeka

On July 1 we began the year with 72 clubs and 1,445 members.  Since 
then we have added 23 members and lost 17.  Currently we are up six 

members, mainly due to the efforts of two 
clubs. Osage City Lions Club who brought in 
12 new members and Lyndon Lions Club has 
added four members to their roster.  Thanks 
to the other six clubs that each brought in a 
member plus we had a member transfer in 
from District A.  Our current balance is 1,451 
members in 72 clubs.

Due to the Covid Pandemic the district 
is off to a slower start than I had hoped. We 
have had our NAMI meetings and are con-
tinuing with getting everything organized.  I 
have communicated with every club to ask 

how they are proceeding. A few haven’t meet since March, some are only 
meeting online, and many that were meeting online are now trying to 
meet in person. 

Our first cabinet was to be hosted by the Augusta Lions Club. Unfortu-
Continued on page 2

Governor’s message

And we’re off — with 23 new 
members in eight clubs



Page 2  A Beacon of  Service — District 17N August 2020

We Serve in communities big and 

small. Responding to unique local needs is precisely 

what Lions do. It’s what we’ve done for over 100 

years. That’s why when the world is experiencing 

hardship, Lions are there. Through the vibrancy of 

our global membership, innovation and hard work, 

Lions everywhere are providing much needed hope 

to so many communities. We are proud to be

United in Kindness  
and Diversity.

Have you paid your  
district, state dues?
Club presidents and treasurers, how are you 

answering the question posed in the headline?
Invoices were sent via email in July. If you did 

not get your invoice, please contact Lion John 
Scovill at jscovill1@cox.net for another copy. 

Governor’s message
Continued from page 1
nately due to some members of the Augusta Club pos-
sibly being exposed to the virus it was decided to go 
only with Zoom.  

On Thursday, August 13 we had presidents train-
ing.  This was in cooperation with Districts K and A.  
I want to thank all the Lions from our district that 
attended.  I hope you learned something new with the 
training.  The three districts will be offering treasurer 
training on Saturday, August 22 at 10 am.  Secretary 
training will follow on Thursday, August 27 at 7 pm.  
Both of these will be through zoom and will require 
pre-registration. If you would like to participate, please 
send an email to me at lionchris@sbcglobal.net.

Mark your calender for our Second District N Cabi-
net Meeting on November 7 hosted by Independence 
Lions Club. Watch the newsletter for details. 

Goals for the Year
Leadership: Conduct President, Secretary, 

Treasurer training in August and a second 
session in September 

Service: Have at least 70% of clubs report 
a service project on MyLion this year

LCIF: Every club (or at least one mem-
ber from every club) contribute to LCIF 
this year

Membership: New members 144 - Aver-
age of two per club (Does not include new 
charter members) 

Clubs: Five new clubs (Mixture of Char-
ter Clubs and Club Branches)

Retention: 120 members - Average of 
10 per month (Does not include deceased 
members)

Coming up—
Officer Training: Club Secretary training will 

be offered in a zoom session on Thursday, August 
27 at 7 pm. 

For a link to participate, send an email request 
to District Governor Chris Bauer at lionchris@
sbcglobal.net. 

If you can’t attend the virtual sessions, it will 
be repeated—along with President and Trea-
surer Training —September and will be available 
through the district Facebook Group. 

Wichita Northwest Lions Garage Sale: Sep-
tember 10, 11 & 12 at 840 N. Crestline, Wichita 
. Lions and friends have donated an entire house 
and garage full of bargains. Hours are 8 am-5 pm, 
Thursday and Friday;  8 am till Noon on Satur-
day.  
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As our clubs in District 17N come around after the 
long isolation due to COVID-19, there is a desire to 
continue with our motto “We Serve.”

Just for a refresher, I discovered an infographic from 
Lions Club International that noted the number of 
worldwide clients served through Lions International 
during the five-year period of its LCI Forward Strate-
gic Plan.  

Noteworthy areas of service including, but not limit-
ed to 3 million through literacy programs; 600,000 by 
Quest Programs; 2 million served by childhood cancer 
awareness; 5.7 million served with vision screening; 
nearly 10 million in environmental restoration and tree 
plantings; 14.7 million through food collection; 1.3 
million type two diabetic risk awareness and screen-
ings; 2.2 million in eyeglass collection and recycling, 
and nearly 8.6 million world-wide blindness disorders.

 Just think, for reporting what the clubs in 17N did 

in those areas they have become part of these figures. 
This points out the importance of reporting the ser-

vice activities of the individual 
club. 

Club Secretaries are en-
couraged to attend the Zoom 
Session on Thursday, August 
27 at 7 pm.  A link will be 
provided to Club Secretaries 
in their email before that date. 
If it is impossible to attend, 
there will be a further viewing 
to be described later.  
I hope that Clubs in District 

17N can heal to continue what they do best by re-
membering “We Serve.”

Richard Caldwell
First Vice District Governor 17N

 

I hope this newsletter is finding all you District 17N 
Lions safe, happy, and most important, healthy! I want 
to talk this month about our New Voices initiative. I 
think most of you think of it as a goal to induct more 
women into Lions Clubs. 

You may have a good blend 
of men and women in your 
club and think that it no lon-
ger applies to you. I say NO!, 
this goal is one of inclusion 
and diversity of gender, race, 
economic background, or any 
other differences that really 
do not matter when it comes 
to serving our communities. 
Lions Clubs are for all those with a heart that is drawn 
to volunteer. 

So, I got to thinking, is a “New Voice” just a new 
Lion, a young Lion? Again, NO! A New Voice can be 
a dedicated member that is finding a new way, a “new 
voice” to use and speak out with wisdom and experi-
ence. This pandemic has taught many of us that we 

must work a little harder to continue our mission.  We 
found ways to communicate and used our New Voices 
to reach out. 

Now we can use those same Voices to recruit new 
members from all across our towns, listen to their ideas 
on how to continue to evolve and grow. We constantly 
hear the cry that we need new younger members but 
we don’t know how to reach them, I think showing 
them that we can roll with the punches, learn from 
them and be willing to embrace new technology is a 
great start. 

I challenge every one of you to find your “New 
Voice” and use it to champion this amazing organiza-
tion! Your enthusiasm could be more infectious than 
Covid-19 and wouldn’t that be something?! LOL!  
Our District Governor has set a goal of new member-
ship, new clubs and retention, retention, retention, let’s 
see if our combined New Voices can answer that call!!

Lori Horton, 
President Pittsburg Lions Club, 

Acting 2VDG, 
District Chairperson on Women’s Membership. 

Lions in Service — Making an Impact Worldwide

New Voices embraces diversity in our clubs
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2020-2021
MD-17 Environmental Photo Contest

Name:

     Club:

E-mail:

     District:       K      A      N 

 Please specify category 
 Animal life
 Plant life
 Urban or Natural landscape
Weather phenomenon
Special Theme:
 Environmental Service projects
The last category can have persons in picture 

      NOTE: All photo(s) must be taken in Kansas 

 Please submit one form per entry 

 Contest photos become the property of Kansas Lions 

The 2020-2021 Environmental Photo Contest is 
open to all Kansas Lions and Leos. This year’s contest 
will depict four categories and one Special Theme. 
Categories are as follows: 

•Animal life
•Plant life
•Urban or Natural landscape
•Weather phenomenon.
(No people in photos submitted in the categories 

above.) 
•Special Theme: Environmental Service projects.
This category can picture persons in them and can 

be a project in progress or newly completed. Example: 
Lions planting trees or kids playing in a new park, etc. 

Photos should be original and unaltered and taken 
in your area this calendar year. Photos should measure 
8’’ x 10’’ and printed borderless on high quality photo 
paper. Photos with white borders will be disqualified. 

All photographers accept responsibility for the cost 
of taking and processing all photos. 

Lions Clubs and Leo Clubs are invited to submit 

one photo in each category to the District Environ-
mental Chair by January 1, 2021. 

The photographer should specify which category 
they want their photo entered. Photos in the state 
contest will be voted on at Mid-Winter Rally in Janu-
ary 2021. 

At all levels of the competition photos will be 
judged impartially based on originality, artistic merit 
and technical quality. 

Contest photos become the property of Kansas 
Lions. Kansas Lions reserves the right to disqualify 
entries that do not meet contest criteria or that may 
be viewed as inappropriate or objectionable. 

An award will be presented to the winning photog-
raphers. 

Send entries — postmarked by January 1 — to Dis-
trict N Environmental Chair, Lion Wanda Weldin, 
727 Kennebec St, Burlington KS 66839. Questions? 
Reach Lion Wanda at wandaweldin@yahoo.com or 
(620) 364-6059 or State Environmental Chair: Merle 
Laham, mc.laham@gmail.com, (316) 833-1228

Get your camera out for Lions photo contest
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World Sight Day is traditionally held in 
October during Vision Awareness Month. Does 
your club have an activity planned? Check out the 
Resource Center at lionsclubs.org for ideas. 

Kansas Lions Sight Week will be October 11 
through 17 with Thursday, October 15 designated as  
World Sight Day. 

A request has been submitted to Governor Kelly’s 
office for a Sight Week Proclamation. There probably 
will not be a photo op with the Governor and procla-
mation will be mailed to PDG Don Cunningham. 

He hopes it will come prior to Sight Week so he 
can email a copy to clubs to use as PR tool for special 
fundraising projects. 

It is very important that clubs continue to support 
Sight Week with a donation to Kansas Lions Sight 
Foundation. This money goes towards our ongoing 
commitment with University of Kansas Eye Center.
The money has been used for for many projects such as 
providing equipment, renovating waiting rooms, and 

helping the KU Eye Lions Club in paying for cataract 
operations. 

“Let’s see if we can’t get each club in the district to 
make a donation this year,” said Cunningham. 

PDG Tim Hays secures boxes with 
8,000 pairs of sorted and ready to 
distribute eyeglasses from the  
Winfield Correctional Facility. 
PDG Tim reports that in addition to 
these, he has eyeglasses collected by 
area clubs ready to be delivered to 
PDG Bernard Lee in Scranton. 

If your club does not have temporary signs that can be placed at your local activity, 
please make it a goal to have some made. My club, the Independence Lions Club, 
had several signs printed on corrugated plastic at a local advertising shop.The signs, 
not much bigger than a standard political or real estate sign, simply say, “Indepen-
dence Lions Club: We Serve.”  The signs, plus the metal stakes, were no more than 
$10 each. I had four of them made, which are placed at all our civic projects and 
fundraisers.  They were printed with standard blue and yellow colors and really catch 
the eye. It gives your project or fundraiser a chance to look professional . . . while also 
signifying the Lion Club’s importance to the community.

PR Tip 
From Andy Taylor

Independence Lions 
Club and 17N Public 

Relations Chair
andy@taylornews.org

Kansas Sight Week set for October 11-17



Page 6  A Beacon of  Service — District 17N August 2020

Submit your club activities to newsletter17n@cox. net. Deadline is always the 10th of the month

Around the District

Wellington Noon Lions have a 
new project to fight hunger in their 
community — a blessing box. 

When Tanya Chancellor, club 
president of the Wellington Noon 
Lions’ Club, suggested that the club 
build and sponsor a “blessing box” 
with food items for people in need, 
one club member took it to heart.

Lion Perry Wiley built the 
wooden box. A longtime Lion, 
Wiley owned a Lions Club sign 
that he attached to the box. The 
box was placed at Church Ignited, 
715 N. Woodlawn St. The church 
is partnering with Lions Club and 
will help fill the box. Chancellor 
came up with the idea for a bless-
ing box after hearing a speaker talk 
to the club last year about meeting 
the needs of the community.

“I had an idea and Perry brought 
it to life in a spectacular way,” 
Chancellor said. “You couldn’t have 
a more dedicated Lion than Perry.”

The Family Tree Resource Cen-
ter has asked the Lions Club to 
install a blessing box at its location. 

Chancellor said the goal is to have 
a blessing box in each section of 
town.

Members of the Wellington Noon Lions Club with the new Blessing 
Box installed at a Wellington Church. Pictured,  from left, Jeff Guy, 
Betty Zeka, Perry Wiley, Tanya Chancellor and Chris Kenemore.

Wellington Lions project combats hunger

Building Houses, 
Building Community

Arkansas City Early Birds Lions 
Club donated $1,000 to Habitat 
for Humanity of Arkansas City 
for construction of the 20th 
home in the community.  Curtis 
Freeland   (center) is holding a 
newspaper from 2000, docu-
menting the first club’s dona-
tion to Habitat. Also pictured 
are Early Birds Lions Presi-
dent Don Sefers and Lion Bob 
Mathews.



August 2020  A Beacon of  Service — District 17N Page 7

Valley Center president Laurel Anderson was recently recognized by the Wichita Business Journal’s it 
the annual 40 Under 40, recognizing 40 young area professionals for their achievements and their work 
to make Wichita a better place. Anderson said this about his involvement with Valley Center Lions: We 
do several fundraisers throughout the year and all the money we raise stays local to help the residents, 
students, or other various groups of Valley Center.

LEFT: District Governor Chris 
Bauer, left, visited the Osage 
City Lions Club on August 3.  He 
inducted six new members that 
evening.  New Lions: Gerad Fa-
gan, Mike Lucke, Jacob Wilcox-
son, Alexander Woodward, all 
sponsored by Lion Gary Griffith; 
Ethan Thompson sponsored by 
Derrick Whalen, and Matt Tice 
sponsored by Jeff Tice.  

Easter in Humboldt
RIGHT: They may not have had 
bunny ears, but Humboldt Lions 
brought the spring holiday to a 
summer afternoon. On July 25, 
Humboldt Lion Bob Wulf hands 
out Easter candy to Pastor Timo-
thy’s children in a drive thru  
Easter egg hunt.  
The 70th Annual Humboldt Lions 
Club Easter Egg Hunt was post-
poned at Easter this year be-
cause of the Covid Pandemic.  
Earlier in the month, club mem-
ber spent one meeting night  
bagging up hundreds bags of 
candy to be distributed.

Osage City Lions New Members
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The Baxter Springs Lions Club has a drop off box 
ready to collect used eyeglasses and hearing aids. 
Lion Jess Larison put the finishing touches on the 
project President Rhanda Andrews has been work-
ing on the past few months.   Thank you again to 
Rex Qualls of Qualls Signs and Graphics,Baxter 
Springs for his help making this happen.  Pres. 
Rhanda has also painted the ramp and entrance 
doors this summer.

Pittsburg President Lori Horton (left) presents 
Helen Lundquest a Centennial award for member-
ship retention.

Baxter Springs Lions Club is offering free vision 
screenings at the 11th St. Farmers Market between 
4-6 pm inside Rita’s Event Center every Tuesday 
during August.  We are following screening proce-
dures set forth by Kid Sight USA concerning health 

One of the recent community service projects of 
the  Galena Route 66 Lion’s Club was replacement 
of split rail fencing at the back of the SEKansas 
Nature Center in Schermerhorn Park. 
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Our diversity enhances our kindness.

Uniting the world of Lions to serve  
communities everywhere. 

Kindness is at the heart of service. Lions have known this to be true since the  
first club was formed over one hundred years ago. However, in recent years, the phrase 
“Kindness Matters” has grown into something more—something we say, and something  
we live. And it fits so well with our motto, “We Serve.” Why do Lions serve? It’s simple. It’s 
because kindness matters.

United in diversity. There are over 1.4 million Lions around the world, and more than 
48,000 clubs. There are Lions in more than 200 countries and regions. We are one of the 
most diverse and inclusive volunteer organizations on earth. We serve all people, in all places, 
and it’s our great diversity that enables our exceptional service. By bringing together people 
from different cultures, perspectives and backgrounds, we are able to approach challenges in 
a unique way. We literally bring a world of service to every project Lions take on.

The harmony of service. Through the diversity of service Lions offer communities 
around the globe, we are able to extend kindness to hundreds of millions of people each 
year. That’s a remarkable achievement. When we bring together caring men and women—
each one unique, yet everyone united for the greater good—we create a very special form of 
harmony. It’s the harmony of service. And it can reach all people, in good times, and in times 
of great need.

Serving our world safely.

Our 2020-2021 Global Priorities

Our global, and local, causes 
Lions clubs are built to serve their local 
communities. They depend on us to meet 
many local needs, and those needs are 
growing and changing due to the unique 
challenges we’re facing. We will continue to 
serve local needs, and we will also continue 
to build momentum around our global 
causes. We will provide clubs with resources, 
assistance and tools to serve both locally and 
globally through the Global Action Team and 
Lions Clubs International. 

Campaign 100  
This year, we will continue to support Lions 
Clubs International Foundation (LCIF) and 
Campaign 100, our effort to raise $US300 
million to empower the service of Lions. We 
are extending the Campaign through June 
2022 due to the global challenges we’re 
facing. Your generosity will help ensure that 
Lions have access to funding to take on more 
substantial projects in their communities. 
Giving is just another way of serving, so put 
your generosity into action by supporting this 
campaign that is supporting your service.

Storytelling  
Storytelling brings your service to life. This 
year, it is critical for Lions to share the stories 
of how we are serving in these challenging 
times. By utilizing social media and 
leveraging local media, Lions can stay 

connected to their communities while 
promoting their clubs. Storytelling can inspire 
your community, and the caring men and 
women who are looking for an opportunity 
to serve.

Healthy Clubs  
Club health is still so important, even if it 
looks different today than it has in the past. 
Today, a healthy club is finding ways to serve 
safely, and getting as many members involved 
as possible. A healthy club is still holding 
meetings, but they’re doing it virtually. A 
healthy club is engaging members through 
emails, social media and friendly check-ins. 
We will return to the incredible hands-on 
service that we are known for, and love. But 
until then, we need to create a great club 
experience now that makes all members feel 
invested and truly part of the club so we are 
ready to serve today and tomorrow.
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Lions University— 
Racing Into the Future
There have been many questions about Lions 

University Graduation due to the cancellation of 
the Louisville Forum. The Lions University Team 
has been working diligently to come up with a 
plan that would allow participants the opportu-
nity to graduate.

Any participant who has completed a program 
and has attended the required Forums before 
Louisville will be listed on a rotating slide show 
during the Virtual Forum. We are hoping to 
have a Lions University Room that will run this 
graduation list during the weekend event.

Participants who needed the Louisville Fo-
rum to graduate from any of the programs must 
make sure they sign up and participate in the 
2020 Virtual Leadership Experience. Our team 
is currently working on a plan that will allow 
participants to take a test, on the Lion University 
website, after the close of the Virtual Forum. This 
test will be comprised of questions developed 
from the different sessions of the Virtual Forum 
and will be available after the close of the Forum 
and only be available for two weeks. There will 
also be a required number of points generated 
from attending the session, too. We are still work-
ing on this and will provide more information as 
we finalize the requirements.

All graduates will have their certificates in 
.PDF format, emailed to them by the end of 
October. Due to the cost involved we will not be 
able to mail certificates and pins but will make 
them available at the Des Moines Forum. Par-
ticipants can pick them up there or have someone 
from their multiple districts pick them up. We 
look forward to more learning.

Gary Steele, Past Council Chair, MD31 
Register here https://members.lionsforum.org/
event-3925061

Rex Riggs, Ark City Early Birds treasurer, was 
recognized with a Melvin Jones Fellowship at the 
Early Birds July meeting that included awards and 
installation of new officers. 

Burlington Lions Club had an ice cream stand at 
the 2020 Coffey County Fair. The stand was smaller 
and set up differently to allow for practicing social 
distancing when ordering and delivering ice cones 
and bowls of ice cream. 

Want to share your club’s  
events and news? Send information  

to the newsletter editor by the  
10th of month for the next newsletter at  

newsletter17n@cox.net
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Welcome to the Pride —  
New Lion Club Sponsor
Melanie Snider Baxter Springs Jerry Snider
Sherilyn Clark Chanute Charlene Riley
Christina Barone Lyndon Gary Schattak
Danica Barone Lyndon Gary Schattak
Alyssa Jones Lyndon Barbara Schattak
Logan Morford Lyndon Barbara Schattak
Gerad Fagan Osage City Gary Griffith
Patrick Hepinstall Osage City Gary Griffith
Queren King-Orozco Osage City Josiah King
Jared Kitselman Osage City Gary Griffith
Mike Lucke Osage City Gary Griffith
Ethan Thompson Osage City Derrick Whalen
Elizabeth Tice Osage City Jeff Tice
Jordan Tice Osage City Jeff Tice
Jacob Wilcoxson Osage City Gary Griffith
Alexander Woodward Osage City Gary Griffith
Jason Bednarz Oxford Christy Bednarz
Derek Coates Pittsburg Heather Spaur
Travis Horton Pittsburg Lori Horton
Joslyn Heersche Wellington Michelle Wellington
Peggy Dilsaver Wichita Northwest Sandra Childs
Hannah Sultz Winfield Alicia Moore

In Memoriam
Rick Moss Windom

“Peace Through Service” is this year’s theme for the 
International Peace Poster Contest. Kits are available 
now from LCI Club Supply Department until Octo-
ber 1. The cost is $11.95 plus shipping and handling. 

Our District N judging will take place at the cabi-
net meeting November 7 at Independence. All entries 
need to be mailed early to be received before Novem-
ber 6 or hand delivered on November 7.  

Mail entries to Lion Shannon Gerwert, 510 S Ca-

yuga St, Frontenac, KS 66763.  Please be sure all rules 
are followed and all information is completely filled in 
on entry form and attached to back of poster. Be sure 
each entry has a brief statement by the artist describ-
ing their poster. 

For more information go to the Lions Clubs website 
at www.lionsclubs.org and Peace Poster in the search 
window.

Order kits now for Peace Poster contest


