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Governor’s message

Clubs moving forward with 
enthusiasm, excitement
Greetings Lions,

As the year progresses, First Vice District Governor Richard, Acting 
Second Vice District Governor Lori, and myself are beginning to venture 

out and visit clubs. 
I am encouraged by the enthusiasm and 

excitement I have seen.  Clubs are adapting to 
the new “normal.”  I realize that not all clubs 
are meeting in person and I fully understand.  
Some clubs continue to meet online using the 
available technology and a few unfortunately 
are not meeting at all.  

One item of concern is the six clubs that 
have yet to pay their first half dues.  Please get 
that taken care of ASAP.  Thanks.  

Next I would like to review the districts 
goals for the year.  

Leadership Training:  The first session of training has been concluded 
with excellent turnout for each of the president, secretary and treasurer 
sessions that were conducted on line using Zoom.  Each of the sessions 
was recorded and currently the three district governors are editing the 

Continued on next page
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Governor’s message
Continued from page one
training sessions.  Once completed we will put them 
on line so interested Lions can take the training and 
those that were in attendance can view them for 
a refresher course.  Later we plan on conducting a 
survey for those that were unable to attend to find out 
if another session is needed or the recordings were 
sufficient.  Another question of interest is whether an 
in-person session would be beneficial.  

Service Reporting:  The goal is to have at least 70% 
of clubs report a service project on MyLion this year.  
That would mean 50 of the 72 clubs in the district 
would need to make at least one report.  Currently we 
have had only 8 clubs make a report for 11.1% which 
is a long ways from reaching our goal.  Secretaries I’m 
talking to you, please enter your service activity reports 
using MyLion and make your activities count.  Thanks.

LCIF Donation: The goal is to have 100% of our 
clubs make a donation to the Lions Clubs Interna-
tional Foundation.  This could be in the form of a 
club donation or a member from the club making an 
individual donation.  Two months into our year we are 

at 4% of our goal.  Look elsewhere in this newsletter 
for our LCIF Color the Light House Challenge.

Membership:  Our membership goal is doing quite 
well – THANK YOU to the sponsors who have 
brought in new members.  Our goal is to induct 144 
new members or more this year.  That’s an average of 
2 per club or 12 per month.  Thanks to the Arkansas 
City Early Birds, Baxter Springs, Bel Aire, Chanute, 
Garnett, Independence, Lyndon, Newton, Osage City, 
Oxford, Pittsburg, Wellington, Wichita Northwest, 
and Winfield Lions Clubs we are on our way.  When 
will YOUR club be added to the list?

Clubs: Our GMT Coordinator PDG Terry Weldin 
is currently working on some ideas.  Stay tuned.

Retention: Our goal is to drop no more than 120 
members this year.  That is an average of 10 per 
month.  We are two and a half months in and dropped 
25 members so far.  This is right were we planned on 
being. 

In summary we are at a positive growth of 12  
members this year – THANK YOU!

Please stay safe,
DG Chris Bauer

Well, it looks like fall is upon us my friends and 
where do we go from here? Another year practically 
come and gone (THANK GOD!!). Since the Lions 
Club was officially founded in October of 1917, I 
thought it might be fun to look back at a few of the 
things this organization has already survived. 

Let’s start with 1917, the World was dealing with 
WWI, the war to end all 
wars, Woodrow Wilson was 
President, people had no idea 
the Spanish flu pandemic was 
right around the corner. In 
1919, the 19th Amendment 
gave women the right to vote, 
1927 brought the first non-
stop transatlantic flight by 
Charles Lindbergh. 

It wasn’t until 1931 that 
The Star Spangled Ban-
ner was officially adopted as 
our National anthem, and the next year Kansas’s own 
Amelia Earhart made history by being the first woman 

to make that non-stop transatlantic flight. The stock 
market crash of 1929 lead to the Great Depression, 
F.D.R. lead the country through the 2nd World War 
until his death in 1945. Harry S. Truman taught us 
that “The Buck Stops Here” and made the harrowing 
decision to drop Atomic bombs on Japan. 

The 1950’s saw the Korean War, the 1960’s and 70’s 
brought the Vietnam War and still we all pushed on. 
In 1961, J.F.K. challenged with these immortal words; 
“Ask not what your country can do for you – ask 
what you can do for your country.”  John Glenn, Buzz 
Aldrin, Robert Kennedy, Martin Luther King, Jr., all 
inspired Americans to reach for the greater good. 

In the 70’s, disco died and so did the King. The 
United States celebrated a Bicentennial Birthday in 
1976 and people everywhere protested for equality of 
race and gender. 1986 brought us all together to 
mourn the loss of the Challenger space shuttle crew, 
but we rejoiced just a few months later at the fall of 
the Berlin Wall and the beginning of the end of the 
“Cold War.”

Continuned on next page

A century of service

A crash course in our shared history
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When I was seeking inspiration for a newsletter 
article for September, I began thinking of an award 
every club can earn with reflecting what the club is 
already doing. 

Clubs that excel in community service, membership 
growth, communications and organizational opera-
tions may qualify for the prestigious Club Excellence 
Award. This award considers if a club is striving to fin-
ish the year with a net growth in membership. 

Another requirement notes if the club participated 
in promoting membership retention activities by in-
creasing member satisfaction as demonstrated through 
the use of awareness studies, surveys, or activities that 
involve all members. Another requirement considers if 
a club participated in at least three service projects and 
are promoting their events or activities to the commu-
nity. 

The club has to be in Good Standing with district 
dues paid and no unpaid balance to Lions Club Inter-
national—no greater than $50 outstanding less than 
90 days. Continuing, officers of the club must have 

participated in one or more of the leadership training 
events sponsored by the Dis-
trict, State, or International 
Lions.  

Lastly, the Club must have 
used the Club Quality Initia-
tive to identify opportuni-
ties for improving your club. 
Again, this should be an 
award that nearly all clubs 
should consider in participat-
ing. To be quite honest The 

Club Excellence Award is more than a badge attached 
to the Club Banner as it is it is proof that your club is 
strong. 

For questions, inquiries or to submit your Club 
Excellence Award Application you may contact Lions 
Club International clubexcellenceaward@lionsclubs.
org or by phone (630)468-6828.

Richard Caldwell
1st Vice District Governor 17N

Club Excellence Award

Recognition for what you’re already doing

History
Continued from previous page

In 1999, Y2K loomed over us as the new millennium 
approached. As I write this, today is September 11, a 
day in 2001 no one in America can ever forget. Since 
then there have been other disasters, hurricanes, floods, 
oil spills, bombings, shootings, horrible events but still 
we push on. 2010 brought us the IPad, 2014, The “Ice 
Bucket Challenge”, 2016 was the height of “Pokemon 
GO” (if you don’t know, be glad), and 2017 was the 
first Total Solar Eclipse since June of 1918. 

Quite a ride for any group to not only survive but 
come out on the other side still evolving and celebrat-
ing the opportunity to serve in a new and innovative 
way. This is one of many reasons I am proud to be part 
of the Lions club and I suspect I am not alone in this 
feeling. 

Who knows what the next 100 years will bring, at 
this point who knows what the next 100 days will 
bring, but we will weather it, together and in service to 
our clubs, our communities and our world. 

I look forward to chatting with many of you over the 

next few months during club visits as we are able and 
welcome your comments and emails! I have to add a 
special thank you to Lion Bernard Lee who I think 
enjoys history as much as I do and has taken the time 
to send me some amazing information on Lions and 
I have truly appreciated it! Lesson over, go back to 
Netflix, LOL!

Lori Horton,  
Zone 1 Chair/ Acting 2nd Vice District Governor 17N

October council 
meetings go virtual

The Second State Council Meeting schedule in 
McPherson has been changed to Zoom meetings.  
Committees and Foundations will meet during 
the day on Saturday October 24 using the Lions 
Zoom Account.  The State Council Meeting will 
be held on Sunday October 25 via Zoom.  Stay 
tuned for more information.
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Three Clubs Helped Paint the Light House
Help paint the light house and light the beacon.
One of our District Goals this year is to have every club or a member from a 

club donate to the Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF).  
Through the end of August, three clubs or a club member has donated to 

LCIF.  Those clubs represented are: Colwich, Derby Noon, and Valley Center.  
Thank you for your donations!  

OK, how about the other 69 District 17-N Clubs—when can we expect 
your donation?

Supporting Lions. 
Serving Humanity. Giving Hope.

Lions respond to a world in need.

Campaign 100 aims to empower Lions’ service today and 

well into the future. Our most ambitious fundraising effort in 

the history of Lions Clubs International Foundation requires 

participation from every Lion worldwide. Together we can do 

it, because together, We Serve. 

Support a world in need. 

Visit lcif.org/donate and give to  

LCIF’s Empowering Service Fund today. 
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Welcome to the Pride — 
New Lion Club Sponsor

Myndi Chinn Arkansas City Early Birds Sue Lancaster
Linda Cowen Arkansas City Early Birds Ruben Garcia
Joanie Kormos Arkansas City Early Birds Sue Lancaster
Lane T. Laforest Baxter Springs Jess Larison
Kathy A. Lawter Bel Aire Phillip Shull
Leroy Harvey Canton Gary Boesker
Brian Rosolowski Canton Marion Nickelson
Allen A. Brandes Garnett   
Chere L. Holliday-Parker     Independence David Parker
Lora Neilson Lyndon Barbara Schattak
Tory Neilson Lyndon Barbara Schattak
Andrea E. Regier Newton Greg Nickel
Mark A. Brewer Osage City Gary Griffith
Matt D. Tice Osage City Jeff Tice

By PID Gene Vogel MD17 GMT Coordinator
Many of you have already heard of NAMI, the 

North American Membership Initiative.  The basic 
objective of 
NAMI is for 
your Lions 
Club to bet-
ter serve your 
community.  

How can 
you and your 
club become involved in NAMI.  Simple, discuss the 
benefits of the program at your Lions Club meet-
ing.  For reference you can access the NAMI website:  
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/nami .  Have your club 
OPT IN to the program.  

Why OPT IN?  The District has teams dedicated 
to helping your club succeed.  The teams will help you 
in marketing your club, planning a recruitment drive, 
how to contact prospective new members, provide help 
for service and fundraising projects and leader support.  

All action plans for your club will be developed with 
your club’s leadership.  We are here to help, not run 
your club.

Please take advantage of this opportunity to better 
serve your community.

To OPT IN Contact:  
PCC Helen LeBlanc GLT hleblanc1953@gmail.

com
PDG Terry Weldin GMT terryweldin@gmail.com
Lion Debra Funke GST dlfunke@hotmail.com

How can your club benefit from NAMI



Page 6  A Beacon of  Service — District 17N September 2020

Submit your club activities to newsletter17n@cox. net. Deadline is always the 10th of the month

Around the District

New Lions in 
Pittsburg

All masked up and ready 
to serve are from left: new 
Pittsburg Lion Travis  
Horton, his sponsor Lion Lori 
Horton; sponsor Lion Heath-
er Spaur, and new Pittsburg 
Lion Derek Coates, with DG 
Chris Bauer doing the induc-
tion.

DG Chris Bauer met with members of the Fredonia Lions Club at their 
Mound Park Project site.

Hello Lions!  The deadline for 
purchasing Peace Poster kits is 
nearing.  October 1, 2020 is the 
deadline for purchasing them from 
the Member Service Center at the 
Lions International Headquarters.  
Don’t forget to notify the district 
governor in advance of participa-
tion.

I’m excited to see what the 
students will create this year.  The 

theme is “Peace Through Service.”  
A great theme as I know the Lions 
Clubs are working hard to provide 
service in this time of a pandemic 
when meeting in person is difficult.  

I hope that you will stay in con-
tact with the schools in your cities 
and encourage them to be a part of 
our Poster Contest.

Don’t forget November 15, 2020 
is the deadline for a club to send 

one winning poster (per contest 
sponsored) to the district governor.

As the district peace poster chair-
person, please contact me by email 
or phone if you have any questions 
or if there is anything I can help 
you with.

Best wishes and stay safe!
Shannon Gerwert

radioperson@hotmail.com
620-687-1264

Order your Peace Poster kits by October 1
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DG Chris giving 
his message 
to the Reading 
Lions Club who 
were spaced 
apart for social 
distancing.

Two new members  
at Canton

DG Chris Bauer visited the  
Canton Lions Club and  
inducted two new members.
Pictured from left: Sponsor 
Lion Gary Boesker, new mem-
bers Leroy Harvey and Brian 
Rosolowski, Sponsor Lion Mari-
on Nickelson, and DG Chris.
  

Canton Lions Club 
with two new 
members.  After 
the induction the 
club’s main busi-
ness discussion was 
on the sponsoring 
of a new Cub Scout 
Troop in the Galva-
Canton area.
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PDG Tim Hayes (standing) and PDG Bernard Lee (seating in the trailer) load eyeglasses, sorted and ready 
to be distributed. PDG Tim picked up the glasses at the Winfield Correctional Facility last month and PDG 
Bernard traveled from Scranton, where he warehouses glasses waiting for distribution.  

Winfield Lions Lions Club President David Fritzlen 
presented Past President Trenton Carrillo an award 
of appreciation for Carrillos’ dedicated service as 
Lions Club President from 2018-2020. 

Colwich Lions planted 
and tended a commu-
nity garden sharing 
the bounty through 
the summer, sharing 
the harvest with resi-
dent of a senior living 
facility and periodi-
cally offering produce 
for pick-up at the  
community library. 
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THE WELLINGTON NOON LIONS CLUB 
STRIDES WALK FOR DIABETES AWARENESS

THE COST : FREE

THE DETAILS :

Service aids in new 
member recruitment

Congratulations to the Osage City 
Lions Club on hosting a successful 
event with their Golf Tournament and 
with gaining 12 new members so far 
this year. 

Lyndon Lions Club put on a Pan-
cake Breakfast earlier in the sum-
mer and had success in serving their 
communities and inviting new Lions 
to serve the Lyndon community also. 
Baxter Springs has offered vision 
screening at an inside Farmers Market 
and had some success with screening 
children.

We must seek out ways in which we 
can serve our communities and inspire 
others to join us in the world’s largest 
service organization ”The Internation-
al Association of Lions Clubs”. I have 
new member kits and will provide 
them wherever needed.

PDG Terry Weldin

Meeting 
community 
needs
Wichita  
Northwest Lions 
Club recently 
stocked a  
Paxton’s  
Blessing Box on 
north Arkansas 
Avenue in  
Wichita. 

Jamie Chapin from Downtown 
Augusta Inc. spoke to the Augusta 
Club at a recent meeting, sharing 
information about  improvements 
made and and new things happen-
ing in the community. 
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Still time to register! 

Busy Bel Aire Lions
A recent service project by the  Bel Aire Lions Club 
was to powerwash and repair picnic tables at Isely 
Elementary School. The request from 
the Principal was to create a place 
where give students  would take a 
break from the classroom and to enjoy 
the fresh air without wearing masks. 
The club funded materials to make 
repairs and Lions Gary O’Neal and Phil 
Shull powerwashed and repaired the 
seating. 

The Bel Aire Lions heard from Ty 
Lasher (left), City Manager for the  
City of Bel Aire —and an active  
member of the club. His presentation 
centered on facts, figures,  
present, and future of the City.  
Discussed briefly was an idea for the 
Club to contribute to an upcoming city 
park. Lion President Gary O’Neal pre-
sented Lasher a pen as appreciation 
for his presentation.


