
Kansas Lions  
District 17 N
Leadership

District Governor
Chris Bauer

Humboldt Lions Club
924 North 11th St

Humboldt KS 66748
620-473-2406

lionchris@sbcglobal.net

December 2020

1st Vice  
District Governor
Richard Caldwell
Bel Aire Lions Club
4609 E Falcon Ct
Wichita KS 67220

316-461-8738
teacher.caldwell@gmail.com

2nd Vice  
District Governor

Lori Horton
Pittsburg Lions Club
1015 N Broadway St
Pittsburg, KS 66762

620-235-1454
celebrationsbyL@yahoo.com

Governor’s Message

Holidays look a little different 
this year for clubs families

Typically this time of year, many clubs are having their annual Christ-
mas dinners and doing fewer service projects 
so members can spend time with families.  
Unfortunately, due to the spikes we are seeing 
with the Covid virus most clubs have canceled 
those events.   

Also I have spoken to many Lions that 
are not getting together with their families 
over the holidays.  Let’s hope and pray with 
the release of a vaccine that soon this will be 
under control and we can get back to getting 
together with both our loving families and our 
Lions family.

We are approaching the half way point of 
our Lions year.  Lion Lori Horton has been acting Second Vice District 
Governor (2nd VDG) since July.  She was unable to be elected as the 2nd 
VDG at last year’s convention due to Lion Clubs International By-Laws 
requirement to serve as a zone chair.  The good news is on January 1 she 
will have served the major portion of her Zone Chair’s term thus quali-
fying her to be appointed to that office.  I will be calling a virtual zoom 
meeting early in January to officially appoint Lion Lori as the district’s 

Continued on page 3

Best wishes for this  
holiday season from the  

District 17N Leadership team
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I was really stuck on what I could write for the Dis-
trict newsletter this month. There is so much negative 
swirling around right that is affect-
ing not only the country but also 
hitting Lions Clubs. 

Some clubs have met or have not 
met so far this Lions year. If clubs 
do meet it has been under health 
mandates or hesitancy to continue. 

However, I did spend some time 
on the District 17N Facebook 
Page. I am proud to note the clubs 
that have continued their service projects and fund-
raising activities with much “thinking outside the box.” 

Meals are being served with different approaches 
of serving such as drive throughs, take outs, or careful 
in-dining with adherence to COVID mandates. Some 
clubs not keen to serve food have used the idea of 
“virtual meals.”  Some clubs are selling Christmas trees 
and other holiday sales items. Some clubs have con-
tinued with their service projects such as recycle days, 

donating to local programs, or serving as volunteers in 
collaboration with other organizations. 

I could list all clubs I found on Facebook in service 
and fundraising, but it is easier for Lions to either read 
the monthly District 17N newsletter or the District 
Facebook page (KansasLionsDistrict 17N) to actually 
see these wonderful activities. 

Remember clubs be sure to share what has been 
done by contributing information to the newsletter 
and social media.

As District 17N winds down the first half of the 
Lions year, we observe that we have gone through 
many trials. It is the hope all clubs can safely continue 
through the second half. I know the spirit of “We 
Serve” will be on the minds of all Lions during any-
time of trouble. Remember, what the Lions do touches 
their members and the community they serve. It is 
hoped all Lions can return safely.

To all clubs and their members—Happy Holidays!
Richard M. Caldwell

First Vice District Governor 17N

Greetings from the southeast corner of the district 
fellow Lions! 

I begin this message with a sad report of the pass-
ing of one my Lion mentors, Bill Gray. Bill had just 
received (though I was not able to actually deliver) his 
chevron for 55 years of mem-
bership in the Pittsburg Lions 
Club.  Bill’s father was a charter 
member of the Pittsburg Lions 
Club in 1922. 

Dr. Gray proudly served as 
a District Governor in 1990 
when we were District KE and 
then as Council Chair from 
1991-1992. 

I never received a higher 
compliment than when he attended my first meeting as 
Club President, and he gave me a pat on the back and 
said, “You’re just what we needed, you’re doing a great 
job and I know you’ll do good things for this club.” 

I have a lot to live up to there, but I am going to 
continue to try and do those good things for my club 
and beyond. 

I know we are not the only club to lose these valu-

able and treasured members and I hope you are all 
adding to your “to do list” to carry on their legacy for 
your club and beyond. I also hope you are staying in 
touch with your senior members and making sure that 
they are connecting in whatever way they can.

If they are not comfortable with an in-person meet-
ing and you don’t have good tech skills, put them on 
speakerphone during a meeting and let them listen in 
and contribute. 

If you are able to work with Zoom or Facetime, 
add that to your meeting. It is SO IMPORTANT to 
continue our service, it may be the only “normal” thing 
in our lives right now!

I know Christmas is coming so soon and I hope you 
will all think very hard about what that will look like 
for you and continue to protect yourselves and those 
around you by wearing a mask, social distancing and 
just don’t touch anything! LOL! I look forward to 
2021, I am praying like I’m sure you all are that it will 
bring us some well-deserved peace and prosperity, we 
have all earned it!! Stay safe, MERRY CHRISTMAS 
and HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!

Lori Horton,  
Acting Second Vice District Governor, District 17N

Good things are still happening in District 17N

A sad note as a Lion mentor passes away
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Welcome to the Pride — 
New Lion Club Sponsor
Emily Hamburg Bel Aire Richard Caldwell
Jared M. Hamburg Bel Aire Richard Caldwell
Charles L. Brecheisen Colony Susan Michael
Michele L. Brecheisen Colony Susan Michael
Roberta Brecheisen Colony Susan Michael
Ruth Church Colony Kenton King
Robert C. Biggs Colwich Julie McLain
John Tersinar Girard
Kimberly D. Drumm Goddard Becky Funke
David Bridge Wichita Downtown Kenneth Holmes

In Memoriam—   Date Joined
PDG Mike Banta Coffeyville Daylight Defenders 1/1/1969
Wanda Groves Goddard   8/01/2002
Harry Catlin Oxford   4/1/1973
PCC Dr. Bill Gray Pittsburg   10/1/1965

Save the date for virtual Mid-Winter Rally
After much deliberation, the Kansas Lions State 

Council together with the Mid-Winter Rally Com-
mittee have officially canceled the in-person Mid-
Winter Rally.  Instead it will be a virtual event.  

 The MWR Planning committee is working to 
develop an exciting program virtually, so save the date 
Saturday, January 23, 2021.  

Governor’s message
Continued from page 1
2ndVDG.  According to the by-laws, the meetings at-
tendees will be members of the district cabinet and all 
past district governors (PDGs, PCCs, & PIDs) from 
District 17-N.  Good luck Lion Lori!

Speaking of Second Vice District Governors, we 
still need a candidate for the position in 2021-2022 
to be elected at our district convention in Parsons on 
April 16-17.  The qualifications to run for second vice 
district governor are being an active member in good 
standing of a chartered Lions club in good standing 
in District 17-N.  (“In good standing” - means that all 
dues are paid), and receive the endorsement from your 
club.  In addition a candidate must have served by the 

time they take office as an officer of a Lions club for a 
full or major portion of a term and as a member of the 
district cabinet (zone chairperson, or cabinet secretary, 
or cabinet treasurer) for a full or major portion of a 
term.  With none of the positions accomplished con-
currently.  If you are interested, please contact myself, 
Lion Richard, or Lion Lori.  Our contact information 
is on the front page of the newsletter.  Thank you.

I want to take this time to thank each and every 
Lion for the work they been doing for their communi-
ty, our district, our state, and Lions International.  Your 
dedication and hard work makes our world a better 
place.  Please take the time to enjoy your family during 
this special time of year.  But do it safely.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
DG Chris

Details are yet to be worked out but tentatively we 
will have committees meet during the week and then 
hold any seminars and guest speakers during the day 
on Saturday January 23.  

The Third State Council meeting will be held Sat-
urday afternoon or early evening.   Watch for an email 
with details on the event and how you can participate. 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
Dr. Jung-Yul Choi 

In Times of Darkness, Be the Light 
Sometimes,	it’s	hard	to	find	our	way.	

In	the	dawn	of	2020,	our	world	has	been	thrust	into	a	great	trial.	The	past	
few	months	have	seen	countries	–	including	my	own	–	tested	to	their	limits.	
Many	people	are	facing	new	realities	that	challenge	their	ability	to	make	

ends	meet	and	provide	enough	food	and	essentials	to	keep	their	families	
safe.	And	many	first	responders	–	doctors,	nurses,	police	officers,	grocery	
store	clerks,	among	the	many	others	–	are	putting	themselves	on	the	line	

every	day	to	save	lives.	

It	is	a	dark	time.	It	is	easy	to	give	in	to	fear.	But	we	cannot.	This	is	the	time	to	
act.	

What	that	action	looks	like	in	the	face	of	lockdowns,	quarantines,	and	social	distancing	may	look	very	
different	from	service	as	we’ve	known	it.	We	have	to	put	health	and	safety	first.	But	now	is	not	the	time	

to	shrink	away	from	the	new	and	different.	Now	is	the	time	to	tap	into	the	innovation	that	Lions	are	
known	for	so	we	can	find	new	ways	to	help.	

There	is	so	much	uncertainty	in	the	world	right	now.	In	these	extraordinary	times,	let’s	rededicate	

ourselves	to	service.	Let’s	become	the	lights	that	guide	our	world	through	this	period	of	darkness.	

In	my	dark	moments	–	and	there	have	been	some	for	me,	too,	these	past	months	–	I	like	to	imagine	
every	Lion	as	a	candle	in	a	window.	I	see	Lions	serving	meals	to	low-income	children	because	schools	are	

closed,	making	sure	they	don’t	miss	a	meal.	I	see	Lions	delivering	groceries	to	elderly	neighbors	who	are	
most	vulnerable	to	the	virus.	I	see	clubs	hosting	meetings	online	so	they	can	stay	connected	and	
continue	to	find	ways	to	give	back.	Every	day,	I	see	Lions	putting	their	kindness	in	action.	

And	I	am	lifted.	

Now	imagine	how	bright	the	world	would	be	with	all	our	candles	flickering	together,	shining	brightly,	
helping	the	world	to	find	its	way.		

Be	the	light,	Lions.	Show	the	way.	

Sincerely,		

	
Dr.	Jung-Yul	Choi	
International	President,	Lions	Clubs	International	
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Peace Poster winners announced
The winners of the District 17N Peace Poster contest have been selected and the first place poster has been 

submitted to the state contest. 

First Place: Dakota Bennett
Age 12, 7th Grade, Galena USD 499

Sponsored by Galena Route 66  
Lions Club

Second Place: Cali Peterson
Age 11, 6th Grade, Lyndon Grade School
Sponsored by Lyndon Lions Club

Third Place: Ezekiel Bridges
Age 12, 8th Grade, Parsons Middle School

Sponsored by Parsons Lions Club
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Submit your club activities to newsletter17n@cox. net. Deadline is always the 10th of the month

Around the District

Gary O’Neal,  President of the Bel Aire Lions Club 
presented a $400 check to Isely Elementary School 
to be  used  for recess equipment. With restrictions 
placed on elementary students in the classroom 
due to the COVID, there was a need by Isely El-
ementary School for hands-on playground items.

DG Chris joined  
nine masked  
members 
of the Pleasant  
Valley Lions Club  
on November 10  
at the Pleasant  
Valley Lions Club  
Youth Activity  
Center.

Wellington Lions provided a community Christmas 
tree, which they descrbed as “bigger than ever” in 
a Facebook post.
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While visiting his home club on December 7, DG 
Chris presented Humboldt Lions Club member and 
immediate past president Lion Darrell Krone with 
his 40th year Monarch Chevron.  Lion Darrell joined 
the club in October of 1980.

DG Chris had the honor of presenting a 55-Year 
Monarch Chevron to Lion Melvin Hubbell during 
his visit to the Winfield Lions Club on December 9.  
Lion Melvin joined the club in December of 1965.  
Winfield Lion Bradley Root was unable to attend 
the club meeting but was recognized with a 35-
Year Monarch Chevron.

Inman Lions received a Sparks grant from the 
McPherson County Community Foundation. 

The grant will help offset lost revenue from 
their annual bingo night and help the club con-
tinue service in their community.  

*****
Two District 17N Clubs received KLAT grants 

from the Kansas Lions Foundation.  The KLAT 
grant program provides $500 to people who have 
been displaced from their home as a result of fire 
or other disaster. Ottawa Lions Club and God-
dard Lions Club each helped families in their 
communities who recently lost homes due to fire. 

****
Colwich Lions recently donated funds for im-

provements to the communnity Pickleball courts, 
a piece of playground equipment, and amenities 
for the community’s splash pad. 

****
Augusta Lions heard a program on emergency 

management in Butler County. Keri Kirthals, 
director of Emergency Management/Home-
land Security, informed the club how any and all 
groups of people from Emergency Preparedness, 
food, clothing, hospitals and cleanup crews are 

being trained to work together and implementing 
ways to take of emergencies in Butler County. 

The same evening Past District Governor Re-
land Cole of 17-K (western Kansas) talked about 
how Kansas Lions have helped with disasters 
with the Alert trailers. PDG Reland also spoke 
about membership. 

*****
Three Lions from Humboldt were recognized 

at the annual Thrive Allen County awards pro-
gram in November. 

Lions Cindy and Michelle Scovill were de-
scribed as a dynamic duo as they were recognized 
with a Thrive award for the Humboldt area.  They 
were recognized for their efforts to make the 
community a better place including working with 
Meals on Wheels and their family’s community 
Christmas dinner. 

DG Chris Bauer received the Donna Talking-
ton Award, recognizing community service and 
leadership in the community. “The Donna” recog-
nizes creativity, collaboration and service beyond 
the call of duty.”  DG Chris was honored for 40 
years of dedication to the Humboldt Community 

News from around the District
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Save the Date!     

DISTRICT 17-N CONVENTION 

APRIL 16-17, 2021 — PARSONS 
Mark your calendars for the District Convention 

- DG Chris Bauer - 

 Parsons Conference Center  

(Holiday Inn Express & Suites) 

1500 Cattle Dr., Parsons.  

Convention Book ads: Terry Weldin 
(terryweldin@gmail.com) by March 1, 2021 

WATCH THE JANUARY NEWSLETTER, FACEBOOK AND 
DISTRICT WEBSITE for Registration Forms & Schedule! 

Kslions17n.org 
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2021 Convention Book Advertising
zones by having $75 full page 
ads. 

Smaller ads are $40 for a half 
page and a business card ad for 
an aspiring professional is only 
$25. 

For more information and to 
secure space for your advertise-
ment contact PDG Terry Weldin 
at weldicat@hotmail.com

The District 17 N Convention 
is going to be on April 16-17 in 
Parsons. 

We are again planning to pub-
lish a convention program book 
and offer advertising space to 
clubs, zones, individuals, and 
businesses. 

The convention book is a great 
way for Zone Chairs to advertise 
the outstanding projects of their 
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LCIF Week Melvin Jones Photo Contest 
	

This year, we want to celebrate 
what it means to be a Lion during 
Campaign 100.  LCIF Week, in 
honor of Melvin Jones’ birthday, 

will take place October 22 – 
December 31, 2020; winners will 
be announced during LCIF Week, 
on January 17, 2021 in honor of 
Melvin Jones’ anniversary. You 
have three categories you can 

enter in to win and can only enter 
in one category. No purchase or 

donation is required to enter. 

 

 

First category is Melvin Jones Fellow/Progressive Melvin Jones Fellow 
(MJF/PMJF) 

Submit a photo of yourself with your MJF plaque or PMJF pin. Group photos will not 
be accepted. You must also comment by answering the question, in 120 words or 
fewer, How has LCIF helped you personally or helped your club to help even more 

people in your community or globally? 

Second category is Vison/SightFirst-Focused 
Submit a photo of yourself from a project you were a part of, in support of a Vision 
project or LCIF’s SightFirst program (as this year, we are celebrating 30 years of 

SightFirst accomplishments). Group photos will not be accepted. You must also 
comment by answering the question, in 120 words or fewer, How has LCIF helped you 

or your club improve the lives of the visually impaired and/or prevent avoidable 
blindness? 

Third category is Youth/Lions Quest-Focused 
Submit a photo of yourself you were a part of, from a Youth or Lions Quest 

project. Group photos will not be accepted. You must also comment by answering 
the question, in 120 words or fewer, How has LCIF helped you or your club provide 

access to quality education, vital health services, and positive youth development for 
young people around the world? 

	

For	more	information	visit	www.lionsclubs.org	and	click	on	LCIF	and	scroll	down.	

LCIF Week Melvin Jones Photo Contest
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2020-2021
MD-17 Environmental Photo Contest

Name:

     Club:

E-mail:

     District:       K      A      N 

 Please specify category 
 Animal life
 Plant life
 Urban or Natural landscape
Weather phenomenon
Special Theme:
 Environmental Service projects
The last category can have persons in picture 

      NOTE: All photo(s) must be taken in Kansas 

 Please submit one form per entry 

 Contest photos become the property of Kansas Lions 

The deadline for entries in the 2020-2021 Environ-
mental Photo Contest is just days away!  

Open to all Lions and Leos, this year’s contest has 
four categories and one Special Theme. Categories are 
as follows: 

• Animal life
• Plant life
• Urban or Natural landscape
• Weather phenomenon.
(No people in photos submitted in the categories 

above.) 
• Special Theme: Environmental Service projects.
This category can picture people and can be a project 

in progress or newly completed. Example: Lions plant-
ing trees or kids playing in a new park, etc. 

Photos should be original and unaltered and taken 
in your area this calendar year. Photos should measure 
8’’ x 10’’ and printed borderless on high quality photo 
paper. Photos with white borders will be disqualified. 

All photographers accept responsibility for the cost 
of taking and processing all photos. 

Lions Clubs and Leo Clubs are invited to submit 
one photo in each category to the District Environ-
mental Chair by January 1, 2021. 

The photographer should specify which category 
they want their photo entered.  

At all levels of the competition photos will be judged 
impartially based on originality, artistic merit and 
technical quality. 

Contest photos become the property of Kansas 
Lions. Kansas Lions reserves the right to disqualify 
entries that do not meet contest criteria or that may be 
viewed as inappropriate or objectionable. 

An award will be presented to the winning photog-
raphers. 

Send entries — postmarked by January 1 — to 
District N Environmental Chair, Lion Wanda Weldin, 
727 Kennebec St, Burlington KS 66839. Questions? 
Reach Lion Wanda at wandaweldin@yahoo.com or 
(620) 364-6059 or State Environmental Chair: Merle 
Laham, mc.laham@gmail.com, (316) 833-1228

Only a few days left to enter photo contest
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Two	More	Clubs	Helped	Paint	the	Light	House	in	November	

Help	paint	the	light	house	and	light	the	beacon.	

We	are	working	towards	our	goal	of	having	every	club	or	a	member	
from	a	club	donate	to	the	Lions	Clubs	International	Foundation	
(LCIF).		Thanks	to	the	Lions	Clubs	from	Burlington	and	Pittsburg	for	
making	donations	to	LCIF	during	November.		Special	thanks	to	the	
Derby	Noon,	Valley	Center,	and	Wichita	Northwest	Lions	Clubs	for	
making	additional	donations	in	November.		Thank	you	for	your	
donations!		Only	sixty	more	clubs	to	make	a	donation	and	we	can	
light	up	our	beacon	and	make	our	District	shine!	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Lions	around	the	world	are	making	diabetes	relief	a	focus	of	
their	service.		With	every	Lion	worldwide	both	doing	and	giving,	
we're	INCREASING	our	service	impact	in	vision,	youth,	disaster	
relief,	and	humanitarian	efforts;	FIGHTING	the	global	diabetes	
epidemic;	and	EXPANDING	our	causes	to	childhood	cancer,	
hunger,	and	the	environment.		Be	part	of	our	historic	$300	
million	effort	and	benefit	those	who	desperately	need	our	help.	

	

DONATE	NOW	

Two more clubs helped paint the lighthouse
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