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Save the Date
1st State Council Meeting

August 20-22
Fossil Creek Hotel

Russell, Kansas

1st District Cabinet Meeting
August 28

Valley Center Community Center
Valley Center, Kansas

10 am Swat the Swot Seminar
Noon: Catered lunch

12:30 pm PDG Club meeting
1 pm: Cabinet Meeting

More on page 4

USA Canada Lions  
Leadership Forum

September 9-12
Des Moines, Iowa

Registration info at 
https://lionsforum.org/

Governor’s Message

Kindness Through Service
Welcome fellow Lions of District 17N to a new Lions Year for 

2021-2022. I am honored to assume the 
duties as your District 17N Governor. It 
has been a very trying Lions year with 
clubs beginning to courageously undertake 
the goals of service and club management. 

There has been action by most clubs, 
District 17n, and Kansas Lions that can 
serve as an example for all Lions. Those 
clubs that are gradually beginning, wel-
come back!

There have been disappointments as well as victories with the limits 
placed on the Lions. I have been part of a historic precedence with 
training online to become an effective leader of District 17N. I missed 
some of the luxuries with in-person contact with other Governor can-
didates, but I did gain valuable information and strategies. I extremely 
missed attending the International Lions Convention in Montreal, 
Canada. The excitement of meeting the leaders of Lions International 
was replaced with a room in my basement. However, I did gain valu-
able insights that would have been missed if there was no attempt to 
hold some type of meeting.

Continued on page 2
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Governor’s Message
Continued from page 1

Past District Governor Chris Bauer’s term was 
rather limited due to restrictions. However, most of 
his goals were met while others had to wait until clubs 
and members were ready. 

I would like to consider that my upcoming goals ei-
ther will continue what was accomplished or planned.

With Kindness as the by-word in recent Lionism, 
my theme for this year is “Kindness through Service.” 
Lions can really exhibit their Kindness in the Service 
they provide locally or internationally. I am encourag-
ing all clubs to show their results of this by record-
ing their service on My Lion and other social media 
platforms.

This opportunity of kindness extends to increasing-
membership in the district as well as supporting exist-
ing members. Getting more numbers may be a goal but 
there is a need to maintain the existing members as an 
important way to show Kindness through Service. 

Experienced and willing membership are needed to 
reach our goal as the Number One Service organiza-
tion in the world.

As clubs begin to engage with challenges of their 
own, Lions also look to Kindness through Service by 
participating in the mission of Lions Club Interna-
tional Foundation. This might be more than asking for 
more funding, but Service to others may be the high-
est goal to all. 

The Foundation not only meets the challenges of 
a worldwide organization but has in the past years 
benefitted the missions of 17N and Kansas Lions by 
providing funds through grants the Foundation offers.

As part of my effectiveness as Governor and to en-
sure development and maintenance of the leadership 
at the local club and district level,

I am asking the new leadership of the clubs and 
district to engage on the online training available from 
Lions Club International and Kansas Lions. I will also 
be sending out to the officers of the clubs, videos and 
other tidbits to that purpose.

I am excited by my new role but am asking for the 
support of all Lions to help meet my obligations. Let’s 
make 2021-2022 the year of the Great Comeback!

Richard Caldwell
District Governor 17N

I have been to quite a few meetings, conventions 
and seminars in the last few years that feature speakers 
talking about their “Lions Journey.” With my election 
to First Vice District Gov-
ernor, I find myself moving 
along my own “Journey” and I 
wanted to take a minute and 
hope you will think with me 
about what that means to each 
individual Lion. 

I joined the Pittsburg Li-
ons Club in 2016 having no 
idea how the operation of the 
District or State worked. I 
was curious and quickly began 
attending cabinet meetings and seeing the true im-
pact that Lions were making beyond my city limits. 
Hearing the reports on what other clubs were doing 
gave me ideas for my own club and let me share our 
successes with others. I personally found that really 
rewarding. I was also very blessed to be welcomed by 
amazing Lions that recognized my interest and valued 

it! 
Now is the time to ask yourself, “What does my 

Lions Journey Look Like?” Where will it lead me? We 
are starting a new Lion Year and have made it through 
one for the history books, so now is the perfect time 
to think about what goals you want to accomplish this 
year and beyond. 

If you are interested in a club office, talk to that cur-
rent office holder and ask to learn more about their 
duties to see if it really fits you, then you can throw 
your hat in the ring when spring rolls around! 

If you would like to dip your toe beyond your club 
and you have been a club President, think about step-
ping up to be a Zone Chair. You can help be the link 
between the district and the immediate clubs sur-
rounding you. This is a phenomenal way to also help 
connect the nearby clubs and to reach out to keep the 
smaller groups working together.  

If you have questions about the commitment in-
volved in holding those positions, ASK! Leadership 

means many different things, but sometimes it means 
Continued on page 3

First Vice District Governor Lori Horton

What does your Lions “Journey” look like?
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great projects and service activities offered through Li-
ons.  We are seeing many activities and service projects 
coming back to life, as well as learning new ways to 
serve members within our communities.

On a personal note, Jerry and I will celebrate our 
forty-fourth wedding anniversary this coming Sep-
tember. We enjoy serving as Lions together!  We have 
three incredible sons, who have given us three beauti-
ful daughters-in-law, and between them all we have 
been blessed with seven amazing grandchildren!  I 
am a Registered Nurse caring for patients in Home 
Health and Hospice.  I also am working on complet-
ing the course of study to be a Certified Lay Minister 
in the United Methodist Church.  

I am looking forward to meeting and visiting you 
and your clubs and learn more about your great works 
as Lions.   District Governor Richard, First Vice 
District Governor Lori and I are excited about this 
upcoming year for Lions in District 17-N, and are 
here to serve you and your clubs.  

Pam Bilyeu 
2nd VDG District 17-N 

Briefly —
Parsons Lions celebrated 90 years of service to the 

community with a banquet on June 12. Past Council 
Chair (and newly elected International Director) 
Deb Weaverling was guest speaker. 

* * * *
The McCune Lions Club is looking for vendors 

for it’s 75th Annual Fall Festival on Saturday, Sep-
tember 25.  Find more information on their Face-
book page: McCune Lions Club

* * * *
Plan to be in Valley Center on Friday, September 

17 for the annual Valley Center Lions Car Show. 
The event runs 4:30 to 9 pm on Main Street in Val-
ley Center. Judged awards, prizes, and food. 

* * * *
The City of Oxford is celebrating it’s 150th anni-

versary and the Oxford Lions 73rd Watermelon 
Festival on Saturday, September 11.  Parade, vendor 
fair and much more. More information on the 
Oxford 150 Years Celebration Facebook page.

First VDG 
Continued from page 2
taking chances, stepping outside your comfort zone 
and being willing to take on a challenge that you know 
you have the skills to solve. I invite each and every one 
of you to take five minutes and write down what your 
journey has been and what you would like it to be. 

If you have questions, call me, email me, text me—I 
would love to hear them and help you take the next 
step on your journey and I hope you will continue to 
support me on my own! Let’s make this an awesome 
year, I look forward to seeing many of you on upcom-
ing club visits so get ready! 

Respectfully submitted by 
Lori L. Horton, 1st VDG District 17N

Greeting’s Lions in District 17-N!  
My name is Pam Bilyeu and I am honored to serve 

as your newly elected Second Vice District Governor.  
I am a member of the 
Lyndon Lions Club 
in Lyndon, KS. I have 
served as First Vice 
President of our club 
for two years with my 
husband Jerry who 
was serving as Club 
President.  Then I was 
elected to serve as President in 2019 to 2020, which 
continued into the 2020-2021 Lion year due to the 
Coronavirus 19 pandemic.  

Our club has had tremendous growth these past few 
years even in the midst of a worldwide pandemic!  We 
continued to meet both by Zoom and in person, when 
it was safe, as well as be a service to our local school 
and members in our community. Currently I am the 
LCIF Chairperson and Program Chairperson.  

It was a pleasure also to serve our District as the 
Zone 10 Chairperson in 2020-2021.  I have enjoyed 
visiting the clubs in the zone and meeting and making 
new friends.  It has been a challenge, yet also an inspi-
ration to serve with my fellow Lions during this last 
year and a half.  I enjoyed learning how other clubs 
also rose to the occasion and served their communities, 
not only because of the pandemic, but for all the other 

Second Vice District Governor Pam Bilyeu

Just a note of introduction —
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Lion volunteers are needed 
for the Beep Baseball World 
Series to be held in Wichita 
July 27-30. 

As you remember Lions are 
Knights of the Blind and what 
better way can local Lions 
do than to serve in this focus 
project?

Service with your clubs can 
be applied to the Club Qual-
ity Recognition as one of the 

projects. District Governor Richard Caldwell asked what areas Lions can serve, and got this reply: They are 
looking for airport greeters, guide dog care for the day care and other supporting roles. They are especially 
looking for volunteers to staff the hospitality room at the Holiday Inn Wichita East. 

Clubs can meet to sign up to participate as a group or individual Lions are welcome to volunteer.  Sign 
up to volunteer here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d48aaa92fa7fe3-national3

Hello Kansas Lions,
I am excited for the year ahead for many reasons.  

The first of which is the honor of becoming the next 
Council Chair for the 
Kansas Lions.  What a 
great opportunity lies 
ahead, and I thank those 
who put their trust in me 
to serve you once again.

The Lions in Kansas are 
some of the most wonder-
ful people in the world.  
First VDG Tom and I 
have truly enjoyed meet-
ing new Lions with each 

club visit.  We love the Lions here and know that great 
things are in store for the future of Lions in Kansas.  I 
hope I can meet more Lions throughout the state this 
year as we work toward our common goal of service 
and kindness to all.  

Another reason for my excitement is the Governor’s 
Team you have all voted in.  What a great group of 
DGs and VDGs we have this coming year.  I look 
forward to working with them and to hold this excite-

ment and enthusiasm throughout the year.  If we are 
excited to be Lions, others will be too!

Ending member numbers were down but not nearly 
as much as in previous years.  If we can obtain these 
numbers during the year of a pandemic, just imagine 
what we can do now!  With the advertising campaign 
we have going and the resources to help clubs grow, 
exciting things will be happening in our districts this 
year!

As we start another Lions’ year, I would ask you to 
approach the year with a renewed enthusiasm to serve, 
to share and to enjoy each other’s company.  Get ex-
cited to try new things and involve new people.  Make 
sure your community sees and hears your excitement.  
If they do, more will want to help and eventually join 
Lions. Lions are good people doing great things.  You 
make a difference, but the more Lions involved the 
more of a difference we can make.

My final reason to be excited is the clubs in our 
state.  We have some amazing clubs doing amazing 
things.  I cannot wait to see what you have in store for 
the coming year.

Take care dear Lions and thank you for all you do.
Diana Baumann

Council Chair 17N

Notes from Council Chair Diana Baumann

Great opportunities in a new Lions year

Volunteer Opportunity at Beep Baseball World Series
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SAVE	THE	DATE	
KANSAS	DISTRICT	17-N	
DISTRICT	CABINET	MEETING		

August	28,	2021	
Valley Center Library & Community Center 

314 East Clay 	
Valley Center, Kansas 67147  

	
District	Governor	–	Lion	Richard	Caldwell	
	

	 	 	 	 9:30	AM	–	1:00	PM	 Registration	Open	
10:00	–	11:00	AM	 Program	“SWAT	the	SWOT”	
	 Group	 participation	 concerning	 the	

Strengths,	Weaknesses,	Opportunities,	and	
Threats	of	District	17N	Clubs.	

11:30	AM	–	1:00	PM	 Catered	Lunch	at	$9	per	person	paid	
at	the	door.	

	 	 	 	 12:30	PM	–	1:00	PM	 PDG	Club	Meeting	
	 	 	 	 1:00	-	3:30	PM	 	 Cabinet	Meeting	 	 	
	 	 	 	 3:30	PM	 	 	 Adjourn	
	
	 	 	 	 More	Information	and	registration	will	be	sent	by	email	later.	
	 	 	 	 All	Lions	are	welcome	to	attend.	
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Melvin Jones Fellowship  
presented to Bel Aire Lion

Lion Jackie O’Neal  was presented with a Melvin 
Jones Fellowship at a recent Bel Aire Lions Club 
meeting. District 17N Governor Richard Caldwell 
presented the well-deserved recognition of her  
service to the club. She has demonstrated Kind-
ness Through Service.

Submit your club activities to newsletter17n@cox. net
Deadline is always the 10th of the month

Around the District

Rolling into a new Lions Year
Newton Lions held its officer installation and annual meeting at Eastgate Lanes—along with delicious 
food and bowling! District Governor Richard Caldwell inducted three new Lions and installed 2021-2022 
officers and families enjoyed an evening of bowling fun. 
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Flags Flying
The Emporia Lions Club celebrated 
Flag Day with a display of patriotism. 
The club set up American flags at 
the Prairie Street pedestrian walk-
way above Interstate 35. Flags were 
displayed from 4 to 6 pm, and club 
members stood on the walkway and 
waved small flags at passing vehicles. 
The Emporia Lions Club is celebrating 
a century of service this year, with a 
celebration planned for October. 

Pie Delivery
Members of the Osage City Willling Workers 4-H 
and Reading 4-H Clubs are delivering homemade 
fruit pies they baked for the Osage City Lions Club 
food stand at the Osage City County Fair. 
It’s a great joint project, according the Osage City 
Lion Gary Griffith (pictured with the 4-H’ers). 
The 4-Hers charge the cost of the ingredients to 
the Lions Club and spend a weekend baking pies 
that the club sells during the fair!    The Lions Club 
makes a cash donation to both clubs, so that they 
can do something fun as a club! It is a win-win for 
both organizations.  Pie sales have really  
increased since the4-H clubs started helping out. 
The community is actually helping two organiza-
tions out!
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Reprinted with permission of  
The Cowley Courier Traveler
By John Shelman 

After more than two years of fundraising, planning 
and negotiating by the Arkansas City Early Bird Li-
ons Club, a small village in eastern Africa now has safe 
drinking water.

The local club took on the proj-
ect to help former Cowley College 
student Simion Melly to bring clean 
water to his home village of Sinedet, 
Kenya.

While attending school here, Melly 
became friends with club member 
Sue Lancaster, who takes part in 
Cowley’s foster-parent program. Par-
ticipants provide support, friendship 
and family comforts to international 
students thousands of miles from 
home.

 Lancaster said Melly asked if the 
local club could help his village get 
clean water after he read an article 
in a Lions Club publication about 
another group helping a small town 
in India do the same thing.

“He told me about this hand-dug 
well that they had and the diseases 
that they had, and said they needed a cover over the 
well,” she said. “He didn’t come to us asking us to dig a 
freshwater well.”

The open and uncovered wells become contaminated 
and breed cholera and dysentery. They also serve as a 
breeding ground for mosquitos, which transmit ma-
laria.

“Infants and children were dying because they were 
getting sick,” Lancaster said.

She presented the project to the club members, as 
well as regional and state officials to find out what 
could be done.

Club member Michael Bergagani, of Parkerfield, 
visited the village in February 2019 and discovered 
that the only sources of water for the small community 
were hand-dug holes located three miles from the vil-
lage.

Most were drying up, and the water was being re-
trieved by lowering a plastic bucket tied to a rope.

Club secretary Mike Pudden said that people, cattle 

and sheep all drank out of the same water hole.
When the shallow wells dry up, people will travel 

many miles to other villages, looking for water, Ber-
gagnini said.

“I would see scooters with backpacks on them, five 
gallons on either side of the rear wheel,” he said.

People were hauling water for their needs and for 
their cows, sheep and goats.

The Lions club decided to take on the project 
and held several fundraisers to bankroll drilling and 
other construction costs for a new well. They raised 
$16,373.50 and another $2,000 was received through 
outside donations.

Bergagnini said a good supply of water was found 
300 feet below ground. A pump and a large storage 
tank was installed, with faucets right below the tank 
for the villagers to use.

He said it was decided to avoid having underground 
waterlines because the villagers would try to tap into 
them and run them to their homes.

“Once you start doing that, you get contamination in 
your system and that’s scary,” he said. “I can assure you 
that if there were lines in the ground, they would be 
tapped.”

The project was scheduled to be completed by the 
end of 2019. Bergagnini said the differences in culture 

Ark City Lions fund water well in Kenya
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and trying to work on a project more than 8,000 miles 
away presented several challenges. The residents speak 
three different languages, but communication was not 
the biggest obstacle.

“The Kenyans have what they call Kenyan time,” 
he said. “Things don’t happen as quickly as we would 
reasonably expect in this country.”

The well became operational in May.
In a recent email, Melly said that the new well 

would greatly reduce the number of waterborne ill-
nesses in his village. More than 300 households and 
1,500 residents would benefit. A number of the small, 
surrounding villages will also use the well.

“They are all excited to have clean water and they 
aired their gratitude to the club, and to Michael and 
Sue for their fruitful efforts,” he said.

Melly said that he was proud to be a member of the 

local Lions club and is thankful for the friendships he 
built while living in Arkansas City, especially Lan-
caster and Bergagnini.

“They are guardians and mentors, and caring more 
as my own family,” he said. “They adopted me going to 
school as their foster son.”

Lancaster said that Melly has graduated from 
Wichita State University with a degree in nursing and 
will soon take his board exams. He plans to return to 
his village and set up a clinic that can also serve as an 
emergency room.

Lancaster said villagers must travel more than 30 
miles to receive medical care and there are no ambu-
lances.

Bergagnini said that Melly would be able to dis-
pense medications and do most of the things that 
a nurse practitioner, a physician’s assistant or even a 

doctor would be able to do in 
the U.S.

“If he goes over there with 
any kind of license at all, they 
will take that piece of paper, 
frame it, and call him doctor,” 
he said with a laugh.

Lancaster said that Melly 
plans to concentrate his 
efforts on women and chil-
dren and work to raise HIV 
awareness, which is a big 
problem in that country.

“All this for the love of his 
people and the love of his vil-
lage,” she said.
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Welcome to the Pride — 
New Lion Club Sponsor
Deidra Riley Baxter Springs Jess Larison
James Von Brookner Baxter Springs April LaForest
Kim Bowers Burlington Terry Weldin
Carlos Carpio Burlington Terry Weldin
Janet Frye Burlington Terry Weldin
Brian Rosolowski Canton Marion Nickelson
Marianne Ness Colwich 
Linda West Colwich Stephen West
Dawn Best Derby Noon Sue Epperson
Victoria Starr Fredonia Deb Myers
Christian Hawkins Goddard Dan Funke
Thatcher Moddie Goddard Dan Funke
Eva Taylor Goddard Dan Funke
Troy Taylor Goddard Dan Funke
Stephen Wolfe Goddard Sheila Wolfe
Nancy Scarpelli Maize Carl Donham
Aaron T Bailey Moundridge Stacy Richert
Matt Miller Moundridge W. Richert
Victoria Verdieck Moundridge Taylor Richert
Rachel D. Gibbons Newton Erin McDaniel
Zach McHatton Newton Greg Nickel
Carolyn Davis Olpe Gary Murphy
Craig Schreiner Olpe Gary Murphy
Shynne Dunn Parsons Laura Stone Bolinger
Mallory Graham Wellington Michelle Wellington
Jacob Logan Wellington Leonard Scheufler
Katie Norton Wellington Michelle Wellington
Erma Ratz;aff Wellington Tanya Chancellor
Jamie Yonash Wellington Daniel Yonash
Judy Dyer Wichita Downtown Steve Cauble
Robert Dyer Wichita Downtown Steve Cauble
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Augusta Lions Club Charity Poker Run
August 28th, 2021

80 mile ride though scenic Butler and Cowley Counties

$7.00 Biscuits and Gravy Breakfast will be served at the
Augusta Senior Center from 7AM to 9AM

Highway 400, Seventh and Osage

First Bike out at 9AM
Last Bike in by 12PM

No Exceptions

Run will start at the Augusta Senior Center at 9AM
Returning to the Augusta Motorcycle Museum by 12PM

$20.00 donation per hand
1st place will receive 10% of the entry fees
2nd place will receive 5% of the entry fees
The more bikers the bigger the pay out

Tell your biker friends and family about this run

Please come out and help the Augusta Lions Club
make this world a better place one community at a time

A partial list of the Augusta Lions Club service projects:
Scholarships to High School Seniors attending Butler County College,

Augusta Community Caring Center, Augusta Senior Center, 
Augusta Community Garden, Lion Bill Reed Memorial Park,

Lion Gary Dryden Memorial Shelter, Lion Lee Miller Memorial Basket Ball Court,
Augusta Independence Day Parade, Trick or Treat Street and movie, 

Augusta Historical Theatre, Augusta Historical Museum, 
Adopt-A-Pot Downtown Augusta, Kansas Lions State Band Scholarships,

Kansas Lions Sight Foundation, Lions Eye Health Program
Lions Camp for Visually Impaired, Lions Deaf and Hard of Hearing Camp

KSDS Assistance Dog, Inc., VOSH (Volunteer Optometric Services for Humanity),          
Sight Screening Butler County Area elementary schools,        

Kansas Lion Mobile Screening Unit,
Screening for:  Hearing, Blood Pressure, Blood Sugars (Diabetes), and 

Eye Sight for both children and adults

The Augusta Lions invite you to become  a member of Lions Clubs International
for more information call Lion Merle 316-833-1228


