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Save the Date
State Council Meeting

August 20-22
Fossil Creek Hotel

Russell, Kansas

District Cabinet Meeting
August 28

Valley Center Community Center
Valley Center, Kansas

10 am Swat the SWOT Seminar
Noon: Catered lunch

12:30 pm PDG Club meeting
1 pm: Cabinet Meeting

USA Canada Lions  
Leadership Forum

September 9-12
Des Moines, Iowa

Registration info at 
https://lionsforum.org/

I would like to have Lions in the District consider attending the 
First District Cabinet meeting slated for 
August 28 at the spacious Valley Center 
Community Building.  At the present time 
the meeting will be in-person following 
COVID protocols with masks made avail-
able. Zoom will be available for those who 
wish not to meet in-person. 

Registration will be at 10 am with a 
program at 11 am and a meal at noon. 
District business will be conducted in the 

afternoon. I am hoping this will be a time where District Lions will 
have the chance to meet and visit. We were fortunate to meet at the 
State Convention in June, and it is hoped we can use this meeting to 
continue filtering back to normal.

 I hope that Lions will participate in the program at the Cabinet 
meeting beginning at 11 am. The topic is “Swat the SWOT”. Partic-
ipants will be divided into groups and discuss the Strengths, Weak-
nesses, Opportunities, and Threats in District 17N. This will also be 
an opportunity for Lions take a look at the District and the clubs 
to help begin a new year. Personally, I see this will help the District 
Officers and I gain an understanding of the Clubs and Lions in our 
District. 

Continued on next page

Governer’s Message

Starting the new Lions year
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Another month has flown by and August is upon us! Kids will be 
back in school soon and we will be complaining about the cold weath-
er before we know it! LOL! 

I hope you all have had a chance to join with 
your club members and make a plan for this Lion 
year. Not just for service projects or fundraisers, 
although those are so very important, but a real 
plan for the direction of your club for another year. 
This should include what causes you want to sup-
port, what you can do to encourage recruiting and 
what new ideas your members are dreaming up to 
continue to move your club forward. 

Start with those causes, maybe it’s time to 
re-evaluate the places your funds go and the 
amounts that go to them. What are your club’s 
contributions to LCIF? How many students do 

you sponsor to participate in Kansas State Lions Band camp? What 
community groups do you support? A yearly look at these can help 
you realize when you are able to up those amounts or add new items to 
your list of great services. 

Next look at recruiting, it’s never going to be less important than it is 
right now! Does your club have a plan to host recruiting events or do 
you have funds available to sponsor new members dues? There are so 
many ways to start with “Just Ask” and end with lots of new hands to 
serve! 

Finally, when was the last time your club asked for new ideas… 
about anything? Maybe a meeting that uses your program time to have 
a brainstorming session on new possibilities would be enlightening for 
everyone. 

Just because you’ve done something for a long time doesn’t mean it 
doesn’t still work, but it also doesn’t mean it couldn’t benefit from a 
fresh look. Never be afraid to try something new, you’ll never know 
if it could work without trying, so I hope you are all open minded 
enough to listen and try. So simple, LISTEN AND TRY! 

I am going to be visiting lots of your clubs soon and I cannot wait to 
hear about all the hard work you are all doing, and don’t forget to give 
MyLion another try for reporting that service so we can all celebrate 
your successes with you! 

One thing that has really struck me as I have participated in train-
ing and met Lions from all over is that we all have the same issues, 
struggles and want the same thing for our clubs, success in serving our 
community, we can do this… together! 

As always, if there is any help I can offer, don’t hesitate to reach out 
to me by phone, email or text, I look forward to seeing you all soon!

Respectfully submitted,  
Lori Horton, 1st VDG District 17N

First Vice District Governor Lori Horton

It’s time to set club goals
Governor’s Notes

Continued from previous page
Lions Club International 

sent out Club dues notices last 
month. As determined, the 
Club Secretary has to access 
their “My LCI” to obtain the 
dues statements to give to the 
Club Treasurer to pay using 
a bank draft or credit card. If 
the online process is trouble-
some, a statement can be 
printed to be mailed to Lions 
Club International. If clubs 
are having problems accessing 
the statement, do not hesitate 
to contact me. 

Also, District dues will 
soon be sent through an email 
to the Club Secretary. Please 
try to stay current on dues. I 
know some clubs have been 
slow in meeting to conduct 
business, so please try to give 
the best effort. 

Clubs are encouraged to 
use the media that is available. 
Any club activities, events, and 
noteworthy happenings can be 
posted on the District News-
letter (newsletter17n@cox.net) 
or the District 17N Facebook 
page. Webmaster Warren 
Tharp (warrengt@live.com) 
is asking for any information 
from clubs and cabinet officers 
to post on district website. 
Providing these newsworthy 
bits supports the work of Lions 
in our District, while allow-
ing other Lions to support the 
work of other clubs. 

Please direct prayers and 
heartfelt support for those 
Lions who are suffering in our 
District. Also, please keep you, 
your family, and other Lions 
safe.

Richard Caldwell,  
District Governor 17N
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It has been fun to see and hear about all of the great activities and 
service projects happening in and around District 17-N this summer.  
I had the pleasure of being at the Augusta Lions Pancake Feed on 

August 7 where they had a fantastic 
turnout for this annual event.  

The Osage City Lions had a great 
turnout as well at their food stand dur-
ing the Osage City Osage County Fair.  
The theme of food and Lions seem to 
go well together!  

In my club we were excited to finally 
get the signs up on Hwy 268 so we 

could start our Environmental Project of Highway liter clean-up.  Even 
though we ended up doing only half the route, because it was just TOO 
HOT!, we did finally start the project.  People saw us out there making 
a difference in our little piece of this great State of Kansas.  

Being visible as Lions in our community’s is what shines the light on 
Lionism. It can spark an interest in someone who may be searching for 
a way to volunteer their time and “serve” their community.  

Who do you know that you would like to work beside to serve in your 
community?  To share in the joy of being a Lion?  It may be someone 
you see everyday or someone you have already asked a time or two.  It’s 
okay to ask again. Now may be the right time for them to join and be a 
part of the biggest and best service organization in the world!  

You, your Lions Clubs and our district will all benefit from increas-
ing new Memberships that’s true, but…it is also a great opportunity 
to meet and form new friendships.  Thank you for all you do in your 
communities!  

Serving with You in Lionism,
Pam Bilyeu,  2nd VDG District 17N

Second Vice District Governor Pam Bilyeu

Service shines a light on Lionism
Ready...Set...Shoot  
for Environmental  

Photo Contest
The 2021-22 Environmental 

Photo Contest is open to all 
Kansas Lions and Leos.

This year’s contest will depict 
four categories and one Special 
Theme. Categories are as fol-
lows:

• Animal life • Plant life
• Urban or Natural landscape
• Weather phenomenon.
(No people in photos sub-

mitted in the categories above.)
• Special Theme: Service 

projects. This category can have 
persons in them and can be any 
Service project in progress or 
newly completed. 

Photos should be original 
and unaltered and taken in 
your area this calendar year. 
Photos should measure 8’’ x 10’’ 
and printed borderless on high 
quality photo paper. Photos 
with white borders will be 
disqualified.  All photographers 
accept responsibility for the 
cost of taking and processing all 
photos. 

Lions Clubs and Leo Clubs 
are invited to submit one photo 
in each category to their Dis-
trict Environmental Chair by 
January 1, 2022. 

Photos in the state contest 
will be voted on at the Mid-
Winter Rally in January 2022. 

An award will be presented 
to the winning photographers. 
At all levels of the competition 
photos will be judged impar-
tially based on originality, artis-
tic merit and technical quality. 

District N environmen-
tal chair is Wanda Weldin, 
wandaweldin@yahoo.com

Club Environmental/Service Projects
Need an idea for an environmental service project? Lion Merle Laham, 

MD 17 Environmental Chair, suggests these: 
• Make or collect items needed for children entering foster/emergency 

care. 
• Furnish assisted living residents and other crafters with 

materials—perhaps repurposing clothing or cloth scraps for 
quilting or yarn for crocheting or knitting—to be made small 
blankets to be given to rescue missions or juvenile intake cen-
ters to go to children entering the foster care system.  

• Suitcases, backpacks and other items to carry their be-
longings would be nice.

Other ideas for items needed for children in foster care can be found at  
www.wch.org. This children’s home is located in Wichita. Other homes 
may be located throughout the state of Kansas. 
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Lions programs 
put emphasis on 

health worldwide
What is the Lions Health 

Program?
To me, it is to promote 

health programs that LCI has 
identified as areas of emphasis 
worldwide.  They 
are Childhood 
Cancer, Diabetes, 
Hunger and Vision.

I believe it is nec-
essary to help clubs 
to be aware of the 
programs listed and 
to help clubs find 
material for their 
promotion. 

In the coming 
months, watch the 
newsletter for LHP 
articles to help you 
find information on the LCI 
website that will aid your club 
in working in your commu-
nity.  You can promote any of 
the areas anytime your club 
wants,  There are certain areas 
the LCI asks that we promote 
on a month to month basis.  
We will make an effort to pro-
vide you with this material the 
month before LCI asks you to 
promote it.  

If you have questions, 
please call Lion Vern Failor 
at 785-272-6102 and leave 
a message or email him at 
vlfailor@gmail.com.  

September is Childhood 
Cancer month.  Did you 
know: 

• Every 2 minutes a child is 
diagnosed with cancer.

• 1 in 285 children in the U.S. 
Continued on page 10

Notes from Council Chair Diana Baumann

Good news: Membership numbers 
are going in the right direction

This month gives me yet another reason to be excited!  Last year’s 
membership numbers are in and the decline we have seen in prior years 

is starting to turn.  Our losses were a 1/3 
of what we have been used to in past years.  
We had districts with net GROWTH dur-
ing one or more quarters last year as well!  
Way to go Lions!  

Let’s keep the enthusiasm and keep ask-
ing to bring more members in to serve our 
communities and world.

To keep the positive trend, we need to 
look at what was done last year to create 
positive growth.  Two of our clubs doubled 
in size! So, what did they do to make this 
happen?  In studying these clubs, here is 
what I have found:

Just Ask:  This works!  I hear stories of 
how people wanted to join but nobody every asked.  I hear other stories of 
how people were asked but they declined for various reasons.  The Lions 
knew they would be great members and asked again – sometimes multiple 
times (without being annoying of course) and the person would decide to 
give it a try.   They are almost always glad they did join and wonder why 
they waited so long.

Enthusiasm:  If your club is enthused to do projects and has fun at 
meetings, people want to join.  They want to help.  They want to be at 
meetings.  It is a great escape for them from the daily grind at work or to 
be able to enjoy the company of others.

Show them:  People see you in public serving and want to help.  I 
watched a club this year that had historically held fundraisers and simply 
made donations as needed in the community.  While this is wonderful, 
people did not know they were helping.  This past year the club worked 
hard to get out and perform service and even held a Strides Walk.  People 
noticed and recently the club added four new members!

Teach them:  Do the people in your community really know what you 
do?  More times than not, they do not know everything your club is do-
ing to help your community.  The clubs that are increasing in size have 
Facebook pages.  They have attended multiple Membership Trainings 
and Officer Trainings held by the district and state.  They did new service 
projects and fundraisers and publicized these in their local newspapers 
every chance they got.  They thanked people and recognized those who 
helped.  The end results were multiple new members.

TV Ads:  The ads are doing all of the above.  Asking people to join, 
showing them, teaching them and enthusiastically showing teamwork, 
service and friendship.  We have targeted cable watchers 

Continued on next page
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Campaign 100 (C100) is the third LCIF capital campaign since 1968.  
Model Clubs have been real spark plugs for the campaigns adding energy 
and leading the way in donations.  During SightFirst II in the mid-2000s, 
Model Clubs donated 40% of the total funds collected.  

On a webinar recently, it was 
reported that for Campaign 
100, over 50% of the funds 
donated have so far have been 
from Model Clubs.

Model Clubs are those that 
pledged to provide $500 aver-
age per member during the 
campaign.  That doesn’t mean 
that each individual Lion has 
to donate $500, but the entire amount donated for the club averages $500 
for each club member.  

While C100 officially kicked off on July 1, 2018, all donations made 
since July 1, 2017 count towards a club’s commitment.  The pledged 
amount can be from numerous sources:  club treasury, individual Lions 
donations, special fundraising events, or non-Lion individual or business 
donations.  The official C100 collection period ends on June 30, 2022, but 
the Model Club donation period extends through June 30, 2024.

To date, there are four Model Club in our State:  Dodge City LC, Lan-
sing LC, Silver Lake LC, and Miami County Traveling LC.  Silver Lake 
LC is the only one in Kansas that has been a Model Club in all three 
capital campaigns.  Lansing LC is a 200% Model Club for C100.

Thanks to these four Model Clubs.  I’m very proud that you are lead-
ing the way in Kansas.  There may be other clubs that have contributed 
steadily to LCIF since July 1, 2017 and could easily commit to becoming 
our next Model Club.  If your club is interested, contact myself or your 
District Coordinator:

District 17-K:  PDG Kathie Bell or DG Randy St. Aubyn
District 17-A:  2VDG Caroline Arter or Lion Kim Baker
District 17-N:  PDG Bill Kincaid or DG Richard Caldwell 

PDG Rick Dodson
MD 17 LCIF Coordinator

dodsonr23@gmail.com  

Your club can be an LCIF 
Campaign 100 Model Club

Council chair
Continued from previous page
and streaming services to get 
to all age groups.  We, howev-
er, cannot reach everyone and 
need you to help.  The ads can 
be downloaded from our state 
website at https://kansaslions.
org/leadership-team near the 
bottom of the page.  Put these 
on your Facebook pages.  Get 
them on your local public TV 
stations and play the audio on 
your radio stations.  They are a 
great recruiting tool, so please 
be sure to utilize them in your 
community.

If you need ideas on how 
to increase membership, go 
to https://kansaslions.org/
club-membership-training-1 
for tons of great items you 
can use.  And if you have a 
few minutes, check out the 
state website.  It looks FAN-
TASTIC!  PCC Hans has 
been working hard on it this 
last year and the end result is 
an up-to-date webpage filled 
with great information for 
you and your club.  Thank you, 
PCC Hans!

Thank you for taking time 
to read this and for all you do.  
You are amazing and are Serv-
ing from the Heart.  Best of 
luck in recruiting new mem-
bers to help serve those who 
truly need your help.

Diana Baumann
Council Chair 17N

Now is the time to organize your club’s Lions Peace Poster 
Contest.  This is a great opportunity to involve youth in the com-
munity and raise awareness about Lions Club.  Theme for this 
year is We Are All Connected. Details about the contest are on the 
Lions Club International website. Order Peace Poster kits from 
Club Supplies at https://lionsclubsinternational.myshopify.com/collections/kits/Peace-Poster-Kit
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Submit your club activities to newsletter17n@cox. net
Deadline is always the 10th of the month

Around the District

The Lyndon Lions met 
Saturday morning, July 
31 to begin their environ-
mental project of cleaning 
up on the their designated 
portion of 268 Highway 
north of Lyndon.  They 
covered 1.5 miles, one side 
of the highway, before 
the weather became too 
hot to bear, but will be out 
again when it is not so hot 
to finish the initial clean-
up. The group was encour-
aged by a sweet lady who 
brought us cold bottles of 
water and kind words as 
well as the honks of pass-
ing cars. Photo by  Lion 
Carol Roush.

Fredonia Lions Club chilling 
out and making sno cones 
at the Fredonia Police De-
partment’s 2021 National 
Night Out. The club served 
178 sweet treats (Lion Allen 
might be suffering from a bit 
of frostbite).
Pictured are Lions Deb My-
ers, Allen Miller, and Mike 
Myers. Not pictured, but 
helping were Judge David 
Rogers, Chief Rick Sele, 
Diane Hight and Shannon 
Thomas.
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McCune Lions hosted a Hamburger Feed and Ice 
Cream Social on July 31. Above: Lion Mackie Mc-
Colm served up homemade ice cream: vanilla, 
chocolate, peach, strawberry, and pineapple. At 
left: Lion Phil Sellers cooks up the hamburgers. 

PCC Harry Stockwell demonstrated CPR 
and other life-saving techniques at a recent 
meeting of his home club, Augusta Lions 
Club
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Five Lions from District 17N were 
among the 14 Kansas Lions involved in 
the 2021 Great Plains Lions Leadership 
Institute at Northwestern Missouri 
State University in Maryville, MO on 
the last weekend in July. 
District N Lions participating were 
Peggy Dilsaver-Custer, 1VDG Lori Hor-
ton, 2VDG Pam Bilyeu, Barb Schattak 
Don Sefers, Tammy Edmiston, Kim 
Appleton and David Adams. PCC Hans 
Neidhardt, also from District N, was 
on the faculty. 

Goddard Lions participated in the com-
munity’s National Night Out, serving up 
slices of delicious cold watermelon and 
entertaining the younger set with rides 
in the barrel train. 

Kansas Lions at Great Plains Lions Leadership Institute
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Dearest Lions, 
As I begin my journey as your International Director I want to say Thank You!  Your continued support 

over the last three years has been wonderful and the love from all of my Lions family has touched my heart 
and truly made me feel very blessed to have all of you at my side.  

The wait was long but I can truly say it was worth it.  On Saturday, May 
1 I received my call from 1VIP Douglas Alexander.  Ron and I were hav-
ing brunch with DG Diana Baumann and 2VDG Tom Baumann at the 
time the two calls came from 1VIP Douglas Alexander. We were in Hays 
KS attending District K’s convention.  Obviously I missed the calls. As Ron 
and I were driving home I checked my phone to find the missed calls. I can 
only say it was exciting and yet not knowing what the call would involve I 
was a bit nervous. I returned the call, 1VIP Douglas answered…he did not 
reveal up front that I was on his team but finally he did.  I cannot explain 
the jubilation that came from me but Ron sure saw the excitement once the 
call ended.  My journey began on this day.

The following week there was communication between other ID can-
didates whom I have met over the last three years.  Then communication 
began to arrive via emails on the upcoming Virtual International Conven-
tion and what I had to do.  I want to thank PID Bill Phillipi and PID Ed 
McCormick for their continued support as my mentors along the way. We 

began working on a video, then another video for MD322 (India), and then a trip to Oak Brook IL on 
June 28.  Pinch me, I can hardly stand it as the excitement overwhelmed Ron and I.  

Our trip to Oak Brook was exciting and I have to say I felt like a “Princess” with Ron as my “King.”  The 
flight from MCI to Chicago was smooth and then our arrival began top-notch treatment that I shall never 
forget.  Thank you Linda McCormick for treating me the same way when I was Council Chair for our 
MD.  Upon our arrival to the resort we began our afternoon with a wonderful lunch with ID candidate 
Dianne Pitts and her husband PCC Joe Pitts.  Oh, yes, ID Dianne will be our speaker at the MD17-A 
Staconvention in 2022.  ID Dianne is a native to South Carolina and you all will like her.  

I am booked to speak at many locations in 2022 and my first speaking engament after the LCI Board 
meeting in San Diego CA, October 28 – 31st is in New York.  I have many other engagements in our 
District and State. I just participated in the Coffey County Annual parade with PDG Terry Weldin and 
Wanda taking care us. The parade started at 6:30 p.m. (it was hot) but we, (myself, Ron and our two grand-
daughters, Kaenaaloha and Nanea) had a great time.  Teaching a 6 year old and 3 year old the importance 
of waving included telling them they were princesses and to smile and wave to the crowd. They did a great 
job.  PDG Terry had us riding in his Pontiac Bonneville, a beautiful antique vehicle that was huge and 
mighty. Thank you PDG Terry and Wanda Weldin.  

I traveled to Eudora on August 2 to install new members and induct the 2021-22 officers of the Eudora 
Lions Club and Tonganoxie Lions Club.  I have already inducted the 2021-22 officers of the Silver Lake Li-
ons Club and the Lansing Lions Club.  It is always an honor for me to be in the company of our great Lions.  

I would like for you all to know that I am your VOICE as we move forward in Lionism.  I cannot be 
your voice unless you let me know how I can help you.  I am on the District and Club Service committee, I 
will do my best to be your voice this Lions year.  You can reach me at liondebweaverling@gmail.com.  

Thank you Lions for your dedication to Lionism.  Serving others is our mission, Serving with Kindness 
is what we do, and Service from the Heart is our goal!  Take care everyone!

ID Deb Weaverling
Serve to Live with Kindness

International Director Deb Weaverling

Starting the journey on the International Board
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Welcome to the Pride
New Lion Club Sponsor
Rich Kendrick Arkansas City Lynn Cramer
Joshua Nelson Garnett Dwight Nelson
Elizabeth Oliver Garnett 
Carrie Bibb Halstead Myrla Haury 
Derick Lanham Halstead Myrla Haury
Tamara Strange Inman Craig Druecker
Ronald Larson Marquette Kerry Lindh
Suzanne Dunn Newton Libby Albers
Eric Mosher Newton Jeffrey Johnson
Blake Peniston Valley Center Ed McCormick
Jerald Pollock Valley Center Richard Bartel
Nancy Burton Wellington Daniel Lovell

Maize Lions president 
Larry Zimmerman wel-
comes new member 
Nancy Scarpelli. 

Lions Health Programs
Continued from page 4
will be diagnosed with cancer before age 20. In 2020 
there were 11,050 new cases (1 in 10 will die from 
cancer). 

• There is a 90% cure rate
 These are alarming statements.  What can we as 

Lions do about this situation?
There is information on the LCI website that gives 

you information that will help you provide a program 
on the Childhood Cancer initiative.  Look up bro-
chure GST 1D EN 07/20 on the LCI website, it will 
give you at least 30 ideas as to what you can do.  

Here are some examples: 
• Invite a health care professional to talk to your club 

about childhood cancer during September,   
• Get a wish list from a children’s cancer center and 

supply some of the supplies they need,  
• Look for a family in your community that has a 

child with cancer and see what they might need, then 
fulfill some of those needs.  

The list goes on and on, please look up the brochure 
listed above for more information or contact your Li-
ons Health Program Chairman Lion Vern Failor and 
ask him to assist you.

Kansas Lions Health Program 
Lion Vern Failor, Chairman

Wellington Noon Lions inducted five new members in early July.
Pictured are Nancy Burton with sponsor Danny Lovell, Jacob 
Logan with sponsor Leonard Scheufler, Coni Adams with spon-
sor Betty Zeka, Jamie Dick Yonash with sponsor Daniel YoNash, 
Erma Ratliff with sponsor Tanya Chancellor, and PDG Patrick 
Laham, who conducted the induction.
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Augusta Lions Club Charity Poker Run
August 28th, 2021

80 mile ride though scenic Butler and Cowley Counties

$7.00 Biscuits and Gravy Breakfast will be served at the
Augusta Senior Center from 7AM to 9AM

Highway 400, Seventh and Osage

First Bike out at 9AM
Last Bike in by 12PM

No Exceptions

Run will start at the Augusta Senior Center at 9AM
Returning to the Augusta Motorcycle Museum by 12PM

$20.00 donation per hand
1st place will receive 10% of the entry fees
2nd place will receive 5% of the entry fees
The more bikers the bigger the pay out

Tell your biker friends and family about this run

Please come out and help the Augusta Lions Club
make this world a better place one community at a time

A partial list of the Augusta Lions Club service projects:
Scholarships to High School Seniors attending Butler County College,

Augusta Community Caring Center, Augusta Senior Center, 
Augusta Community Garden, Lion Bill Reed Memorial Park,

Lion Gary Dryden Memorial Shelter, Lion Lee Miller Memorial Basket Ball Court,
Augusta Independence Day Parade, Trick or Treat Street and movie, 

Augusta Historical Theatre, Augusta Historical Museum, 
Adopt-A-Pot Downtown Augusta, Kansas Lions State Band Scholarships,

Kansas Lions Sight Foundation, Lions Eye Health Program
Lions Camp for Visually Impaired, Lions Deaf and Hard of Hearing Camp

KSDS Assistance Dog, Inc., VOSH (Volunteer Optometric Services for Humanity),          
Sight Screening Butler County Area elementary schools,        

Kansas Lion Mobile Screening Unit,
Screening for:  Hearing, Blood Pressure, Blood Sugars (Diabetes), and 

Eye Sight for both children and adults

The Augusta Lions invite you to become  a member of Lions Clubs International
for more information call Lion Merle 316-833-1228


