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Save the 
Date

Mid-Winter Rally
February 4-6

Hilton Garden Inn, 
Salina

District N 
Convention

April 8 & 9
with ID Ken Ibarra

Emporia

Get Social with us! 
Follow us on Facebook: 
KansasLionsDistrict17N 

Twitter: @kslions17n   
District website:  
kslions17n.org

Governer’s Message

Cabinet workshop focuses 
on membership, leadership

The District Cabinet meeting on November 6 held in Chanute went 
off as very promising for District 17N. Reports that were given sounded 

positive after a time where COVID was a 
significant barrier to clubs for meetings or to 
perform effective service. 

During the morning session, important 
themes of Membership Growth and 
Leadership Development were the topics of 
discussion. The Cabinet members present, and 
those on Zoom, participated in guided group 
discussion. The main questions asked and a 
sampling of the comments:

Membership
What is your club doing to increase membership?

• Asking prospective members to participate in activities.
• Just asking
• Be visible in the Community
• Advertising in local newspapers
• Club staying active

What is your club doing to retain membership?
• Recognizing members
• Involve all members in administrative and service tasks
• Being visible in the Community

Continued on next page
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First Vice District Governor Lori Horton

Share your story with 
social media, newsletter 

I don’t know about the rest of you but it’s hard to believe that 
we have already sailed through Halloween, changed the clocks 
and are on a downhill slide to Thanksgiving and Christmas! It 
will be 2022 before we know it! 

I have been having so much fun 
visiting with many of you over the last 
several weeks and I have several more 
clubs on my calendar over the next few, 
so get ready, LOL! 

I am not only encouraged by the 
positive member growth in our Multiple 
District but also in the rise in service 
reporting. We are lucky to have a great 
chairperson in Debra Funke but I hope 
you all also feel comfortable in reaching 
out to any of the District Governor’s 
team for help if you need it. We are always happy to help you 
find success in conquering the LCI website. 

The new Lion year seems far off but it is creeping our way, so 
I hope you are all thinking about officers for the next year as 
well as anyone interested in district leadership. Start reaching 
out now to find out what positions may be available as Zone 
Chairs or Committee Chairpersons. We need new ideas and 
perspectives to keep things evolving and moving forward! 

There are so many things going on right now for most clubs, 
planning of holiday events, Peace Poster contests are wrapping 
up, please share those successes on social media and with our 
amazing newsletter editor, Becky Funke all your fall fundraisers 
and festivals that are happening. I look forward to seeing more 
of you in person at meetings and the Mid Winter Rally in 
February! Happy Thanksgiving!!

Respectfully submitted
Lori Horton 1VDG District 17-N 

Governor’s message
Continued from previous page
What can District 17N do to support 
membership

• The Membership Grant 
• Provide supporting materials and 

media
• Being visible and available to the 

clubs
• Challenging clubs in membership 

growth by contests and recognitions
• Keeping current on data from the 

clubs
Leadership
What is the framework of leadership in 
your club?

• Dedicated, long term members who 
promote activities and delegate tasks

• Kept club active during COVID
• Assigning committees to involve 

members
• Involving new members as officers 

and chairpersons.
• Reminding members to “Just Ask.”

What does your club do to strengthen  
and support leadership in your club?

• Coaching and providing advise.
• Allow club leadership to lead, not 

criticize.
• Allow and accept new ideas of 

leadership by way of technology, Club 
Your Way, sometimes shed the idea of 
the traditional way of how things were 
done.

What can District 17N do to support  
club leadership

• Club visits by Zone and Governor’s 
Team so as to provide suggestions and 
ways of support.

• Provide resources from Lions Club 
International 

• Training of the various positions of 
leadership in Lions 

• Provide encouragement and 
recognition.

• District Team recognize the 
achievements of the clubs when visiting

Richard Caldwell,
District Governor , 17-N

In this issue
Enter the video contest  .......... see page 4
Are you in the Service Challenge? ..........
 ............................................... see page 9
Environmental Photo Contest  ..page 12
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Welcome 
to the Pride

New members 
reported in October

New Lion Sponsor
Altamont 
Shane Holtzman Brad Smith
Kristi Snider Brad Smith
Randy Snider Brad Smith

Arkansas City
Seth Colquhoun William Olson

Chanute
Daniel Benavides Charlene Riley
Maricela Benavides Charlene Riley
Ross Hendrickson Charlene Riley

Emporia
Cameron Mann James Cassity

Goddard
Robert Chavez Dave Adams
Zachary Jacobs Dan Funke
Alan Judd Tamara Judd
Annissa Scarrow Jennie Hundley
Nicole Schmidt Kim Appleton

Madison
John J. Bright Jr Mary Meyer

Maize
Nancy Bailey Jean Zimmerman

Marquette
Jeremiah Rogers Darryl Talbot
Roy Rogers II Darryl Talbot

Newton
Jennifer Aguirre Suzane Dunn

Pittsburg
Pulkit Kumar Lori Horton

Valley Center
Jason Easley Ed McCormick
Margie Scheer Myrna Hamilton

Wellington
Susan Treft  

Wichita Downtown
Patrick Penn Raymond
 Mengelkoch

Second Vice District Governor Pam Bilyeu

District clubs fulfulling 
our motto in many ways

Where there’s a need, there’s a Lion! And….there you 
are!  I have seen and heard about how you are out in your 

communities making a 
difference and shining the 
light of Lionism.  What 
a great job you are doing 
inviting new members to 
join us in our desire to make 
our world a better place by 
serving the needs of others!  

I have enjoyed seeing and 
hearing the plans you are making in beautifying the environment 
in your towns and parks. Cleaning up highways, planting trees 
and flowers, recycling plastic and placing benches in parks, on 
sidewalks in and around your towns and in school yards too.  

You are serving your communities by taking tickets at the 
sporting events gates, screening children for vision, collecting 
eyeglasses, providing eyeglasses, volunteering in classrooms, 
in libraries and in hospitals.  You are providing transportation 
to doctor appointments, pharmacies and grocery stores. You 
are collecting canned goods and hosting meals, honoring men 
and women Veterans, firemen and women, policemen and 
women and EMT’s as they serve our country and communities 
protecting us and fulfilling our needs during times of 
emergencies and crisis.  

You are volunteering when natural disasters occur to help 
communities to cleanup and begin putting the pieces of their 
communities and lives back together. You are educating others 
about Diabetes, Childhood Cancer, and supporting worldwide 
efforts to defeat these as well as hunger. Your communities and 
fellow Lions are grateful for your dedication to Lions and the 
service you are giving from you hearts.  

Thank you for serving!  Happy Thanksgiving. 
Pam Bilyeu

2nd VDG District 17-N

Augusta Lions Christmas Tree Lot Opens
The Augusta Lions Club Christmas Tree Lot, located 

at the Augusta Ace Hardware, 316 W. 7th Ave., opens on 
Friday, November 26.  

Hours on opening day are 1 to 7 pm.  Regular hours are 
Monday through Friday, 4 to 7 pm, Saturday 10 am to 7 
pm and Sundays, 1 to 5 pm.  
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The District Membership Contest continues, with 
three new clubs taking the lead in their respective 
categories. 

New members make it possible 
to increase your club’s service in 
your community. 

As an incentive to bring in new 
members, the officers, the Lion 
who recruits the most members 
and the membership chair of the 
club in each group that increases 
their membership by the greatest 
percentage will be provided FREE 
registration and meals at our District Convention. If 
Lions holding those positions are unable to attend 
other Lions members of that club may be designated.

There are 34 clubs in the Gold Group. There are 
25 clubs in the Blue Group. There are 11 clubs in the 
Purple Group. 

The winners will be determined at the end of 
February through the Lions Club International Club 

Health Assessment so that meal 
reservations may be made for the 
District Convention April 8-9, 2022 
in Emporia. 

There will be announcements in 
the District Governor’s Newsletters 
for the progress of the membership 
contest. 

Chanute Lions Club is the leader 
of the Gold Group (0-15 members) 
with a 33.33% increase.

Marquette Lions Club is the leader of the Blue 
Group (16-29 members) with a 15.79 % increase.

Wellington Lions Club is the leader of the Purple 
Group (30 or more members) with a 10.26 % increase.

Chanute, Marquette, Wellington led Membership Contest 
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Eureka Lions were 
chartered October 3, 1921 
with 26 members.  Within 
one year the club membership 
had reached 56. 

The Lions motto is, “We 
Serve,” and that’s what the 
Eureka Lions have been doing 
for a period of 100 years.  

From to time to time the 
Eureka community may see 
the local Lions holding a 
fundraiser.  It’s important to 
know, these are solely to aid 
in their efforts to provide 
services to the Eureka 
community.  

Over the years their 
community service projects 
are too many to list.  In recent 
years the club has hosted 
a Second grade Christmas 
party, collected used eyeglasses 
for the needy, provided many 
scholarships, provided a 
sight screener to the schools, 
supported the After the Prom 
Party, and the school supply 
drive.  

Major projects were 
rebuilding the tennis courts, 
installing new playground 
equipment and constructing 
a ½ mile concrete walking 
trail at Lions Park.  The total 
cost of these projects was 
approximately one hundred 
thousand dollars along with 
hundreds of volunteer hours. 

Service organizations 
play an important role in 
communities and it is the 
desire of the current Lions 
Club membership to continue 
to support the Eureka 
community.

Eureka Lions marking 100 years of service

Walton Lions Club is having their 
annual Soup Supper on Saturday, 
December 4, 2021 from 5-7 PM at the 
Firehouse in Walton. Free will donations 
will be accepted.

Walton Lions host Soup Supper
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Submit your club activities to newsletter17n@cox. net
Deadline is always the 10th of the month

Around the District

Lions around the district helped with Halloween 
celebrations in their communities. Clockwise 
from above: Baxter Springs Lions at Lincoln 
Elementary, Colony Lions at a school party,  
Newton Lions Club Halloween Walk, Colwich 
Lions at Trunk or Treat, and Augusta Lions at 
Trick or Treat Street in Downtown Augusta
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Neodesha Lions, with helping hands from a local 
4-H club, made the product for for the club’s “World 
Famous Peanut Clusters” Sale. 

Colony Lions load plastic for recycling — a great 
environmental service project

Election Day wouldn’t be the same in Newton 
without the Newton Liond Club Election Day Pancake 
Feed. Lions served up pancakes, sausage, and eggs at 
Midway Motors on November 2. 

Goddard Lions served a traditional Thanksgiving 
menu to about 380 community members on 
Veteran’s Day. 
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A whole lot of 
recycling going on! 

Clubs across the district are 
participaing in the TREX challenge to 
recycle stretchable plastic to earn a 
bench for their community. 

At right, Burlington Lions weigh in 
with more than 500 pounds collected. 

Below, Baxter Springs Lions have 
collected 500 pounds. 

For information about the TREX 
challenge, visit recycle.trex.com

The MD 17 Kansas Lions 
Council Team visited the  

Bel Aire Lions at their annual 
Taste of Italy Dinner on 

November 13. 

Pictured left to right District 
Governor of 17 A Randy St. 

Aubyn, District 17N Governor 
Richard Caldwell, District 17A 

Governor Dr. Vania Castro, 
annd MD 17 Council Chair 
Diana Baumann. It was a 

great honor to have the team 
visit the Bel Aire Lions.
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Notes from Council Chair Diana Bauman

It’s a great time to be a Lion!
Welcome to Fall!  Lions are out with sight screeners helping young 

students be able to succeed because now they can see clearly.  Lots of 
clubs to visit during their pancake feeds, Italian meals and much more!  
Flags are being displayed proudly by many communities thanks to our 

Lions and first responders, teachers, nurses, 
daycare providers, etc. are being thanked by 
Lions for all they do.  Where there is a need, 
there is a Lion and we are out in forcee helping 
our communities be great places to work and live.

I am very excited to see our state showing 
positive growth in overall members!  GREAT 
JOB LIONS!  Just Ask and bring in more people 
to help serve and enjoy spending time with, in 
the years to come. 

We are also gaining attention with our 
advertising campaign.  It has reached a large 

number of people through streaming and the TV ads.  Some interesting 
facts on the first three months the ads ran include:

• The overall totals for streaming show close to 200,000 impressions 
over the course of June – August.  Neodesha and southeast Kansas area 
had a higher frequency due to the smaller geography and population of 
that area. They received 98,624 impressions with a 7.44 reach while the 
Topeka and Northeast Kansas area had 99,131 impressions with a 3.67 
frequency.

• The commercials had a 98.51% completion rate – which is good – 
people see and watch the commercials to the end. 

• There was a lot of placement on premium network apps: HGTV, 
Discovery, TLC, Food Network, etc. 

• KWCH  running on all 4 stations statewide, ran 39 spots a month on 
all 4 of their stations = 156 spots a month.  Our spots ran in the #1 Local  
Morning, Noon, 5, 6 and 10 News highlighting with PGA golf and  
NCAA Football, along with the CBS daytime along with their late night 
programming.  KWCH also ran a 501c3 ad schedule for us at no charge 
every month on the Storm Team 12 weather channel. 

• We also had a  Kansas Proud package with 30 second Kansas Proud 
ads, 5 second billboards and 1:30 minute feature segments.

The ads have come to an end but we can keep the enthusiasm going 
by running the ads ourselves.  Click here to go to the MD17 Kansas 
Lions Webpage under Global Membership Team to find all the videos 
at the bottom of the page.  They are ready to be downloaded and you can 
use them however you like.  Put them on Facebook pages, websites, run 
on your local media.  They are a great tool to help you get more people 
excited to join Lions.

Enjoy your time with your Lions family in the months to come.  Thank 
you for all you do.  You are amazing!

CC Diana Baumann

Lions Health Program News

Take time for 
family, friends 

this season 
December has no 

significant thrust from LCI  
so let’s take the time to think 
about family and friends 
during this holiday season.  

Family and friends are 
important to us as we need 
to regroup and rethink the 
purpose of our endeavors 
as Lions. Remember WE 
SERVE!  

January brings the focus on 
hunger, so what is your Lions 
club doing to promote hunger 
awareness 
or what is 
your Lions 
Club doing 
to help those 
hungry 
people in 
your community?  

February brings a focus on 
Childhood 
Cancer.  
Begin 
thinking of 
ways your 
club can help 
a child with 

cancer during February.  More 
on both of the subjects in the 
coming months.

We hope all of you have 
a happy Thanksgiving and a 
Merry Christmas.  Stay tuned 
more to come on these topics 
in the January newsletter.

Lion Vern Failor, Chairman
Kansas Lions Health Program 
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Melvin Jones Fellowships support LCIF
Melvin Jones Fellowships 

(MJF) are the highest honor 
bestowed by Lions Clubs 
International Foundation 
(LCIF).  A donation of 
$1,000 (lump sum or 
aggregate installments) is 
required for a MJF or every 
increment of  Progressive 
Melvin Jones Fellowship 
(PMJF). 

Donations can come 
from the club treasury, 
personal funds, or non-Lion 
sources.  If a MJF donation 
application by an individual 
Lion is completed properly, 
that Lion’s club, district, and 
multiple district also receive 
credit for the donation.

Accompanying the 
initial MJF is a beautifully 
engraved plaque.  MJFs are 
typically presented by clubs 
to honor a long time Lion 
with distinguished service to 
the club.  A MJF can also be 
presented to non-Lions who 
provide exceptional service or 
support for Lions.

Most PMJFs are provided 
to Lions after they receive an 
initial MJF and who continue 
to support LCIF with 
personal donations.  There are 
54 levels of PMJF; the highest 
level represents aggregate 

donations of $91,000 or 
greater.  

We currently have 1,438 
MJF and 87 PMJF recipients 
in the Kansas.

When clubs or individual 
Lions make donations of less 
than $1,000, those funds are 
held by LCIF in “accounts” 
for the clubs and individuals 
until subsequent donations 
are made to total $1,000.  At 
that point, a Lion or club can 
request presentation of a MJF 
or next higher level of PMJF.  
In Kansas, we have almost 
$220,000 in MJF installment 
funds at LCIF.  That 
represents approximately 220 
MJF/PMJF levels that could 
be presented if efforts were 
made to utilize the funds.

During these last nine 
months of Campaign 100 
would be a great time for 
a club to increase its club 
balance to $1,000 to honor a 
deserving Lion while helping 
LCIF reach its goal of raising 

$300 million by June 2022.  
Similarly, individual Lions 
with installment balances 
could make a final donation 
to complete their MJF or next 
higher PMJF.  

Club members with small 
balances that do not desire 
or expect to ever complete 
donations for MJFs/PMJFs 
may transfer their balances 
to help their club aggregate 
enough funds for MJF/PMJF 
presentations.

Your District Co-
coordinators or I can provide 
installment status to any club 
or individual wishing to honor 
someone with MJFs/PMJFs.  

While we are mostly 
focused on service to our local 
communities, we are proud 
of the myriad charitable 
projects our Foundation does 
for the greater worldwide 
community.  Your MJF/
PMJF presentations are a 
highly visible reminder of the 
amazing things we accomplish 
across the globe.

Kindness matters, and we 
can show that by supporting 
our Foundation.

PDG Rick Dodson
MD 17 LCIF Coordinator

dodsonr23@gmail.com
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2021-2022
MD-17 Environmental Photo Contest

Name:

     Club:

E-mail:

     District:  K   A   N 

 Please specify category 
 Animal life
 Plant life
 Urban or Natural landscape
 Weather phenomenon Special 
Theme:
 Service projects  
The last category can have persons in picture 

      NOTE: All photo(s) must be taken in Kansas 

 Please submit one form per entry 

 Contest photos become the property of Kansas Lions 

The deadline for the 2021-2022 
Environmental Photo Contest is 
fast approaching. 

The Environmental Photo 
Contest is open to all Kansas Lions 
and Leos.

This year’s contest will depict 
four categories and one Special 
Theme. Categories are as follows:

• Animal life 
• Plant life
• Urban or Natural landscape
• Weather phenomenon.
(No people in photos submitted 

in these categories.)
• Special Theme: Service projects. 

This category can have persons 
in them and can be any Service 
project in progress or newly 
completed. 

Photos should be original 
and unaltered and taken in your 
area this calendar year. Photos 
should measure 8’’ x 10’’ and 
printed borderless on high quality 
photo paper. Photos with white 
borders will be disqualified.  All 
photographers accept responsibility 
for the cost of taking and 
processing all photos. 

Lions Clubs and Leo Clubs are 
invited to submit one photo in each 

Deadline nears for Environmental Photo Contest
category by January 1, 2022. 

Photos in the state contest will 
be voted on at the Mid-Winter 
Rally in January 2022. 

An award will be presented to 
the winning photographer. At all 
levels of the competition photos 
will be judged impartially based 
on originality, artistic merit and 
technical quality. 

Mail your entries to 
Wanda Weldin,
District N environmental 
Chair
727 Kennebec St
Burlington, KS 66839
wandaweldin@yahoo.com


