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Date

Mid-Winter Rally
February 4-6

Hilton Garden Inn, 
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District N 
Convention
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with ID Ken Ibarra
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Get Social with us! 
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KansasLionsDistrict17N 

Twitter: @kslions17n   
District website:  
kslions17n.org

Governer’s Message

Service, membership 
challenges ending soon

It is difficult to believe the first half of this Lions year has passed. Con-
gratulations go to clubs that have shown mem-
bership growth and provided service projects to 
their communities. As it is known, we still have 
another half year to accomplish goals.  Hope-
fully all the clubs in the District can use that 
period to catch up.

There are a few housekeeping reminders that 
need to be noted. To club secretaries, be sure 
to keep updated monthly service and member-
ship reports. Do not forget there is a month 

remaining for the Service Challenge with the winning club receiving 
registration and meals paid for to attend Mid-Winter Rally in Salina, 
February 4-6 for the top three officers. 

 If the club has not shown changes in membership during the month, 
there is an easy way to report this. If there are problems in reporting, 
please let me know. 

As well as that reminder, there should be the time where membership 
rolls are reviewed. If a member has dropped, that should be reflected on 
the membership report before December 31. As club officers know, Lions 
International dues and District dues reflect the number in members re-
ported on January 1 for the second half of the Lions year. 

We have other challenges coming to an end soon.  The Membership 
Continued on next page
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First Vice District Governor Lori Horton

Hard work pays off! 
Governor’s Message
Continued from previous page

Growth Challenge will be completed 
at the end of February. Small, medium, 
and large clubs that show the largest 
percentage of growth will have an op-
portunity for the top recruiting Lion, 
club officers, and the club Membership 
Chair to have registration and meals 
paid for at the District 17N Convention 
in Emporia on April 8 and 9.

Another challenge that has be posed 
by the Public Relations Committee is 
the 1–3-minute video that focuses on 
membership. This will be due by Janu-
ary 15, 2022, with entries sent to me 
(teacher.caldwell@gmail.com).  All en-
tries will be played at the Mid-Winter 
Rally and later though- out the rest of 
the year. Entries entered will be judge 
by the State Public Relations Commit-
tee and be eligible for first prize. So far, 
no entries have been sent to me, so brag 
about Club membership through these 
videos.

With the holidays, it is time to reflect 
on the good your club has accomplished 
and what will be accomplished in 2022. 
Keep all members well and safe and see 
you in January, 2022.

Richard Caldwell,
District Governor , 17N

Happy December District 17 N Lions! It’s so hard to be-
lieve that we are already at the half way point to this Lion Year! 
I’m thrilled that we are still seeing growth in membership and 
service reporting. You guys really take a challenge seriously!! As 
this calendar year quickly comes to a close I hope you are all on 
track to reach even higher for the second half of the year and 
accomplish the goals that you set for 
yourselves. 

I feel like each year goes by a little 
faster and it seems to start with the best 
of intentions but as always, life happens 
in the middle and we try again next year, 
and that’s ok! All we can do is our best 
and that’s all that we can ask of each 
other. As I visit so many of your clubs in 
person, I see that you are all doing your 
best in this crazy busy world and it is 
showing in service reports and newslet-
ter submissions as well as Facebook posts and beyond, keep it 
up!!!

As I write this article, I am watching news reports of the ter-
rible storms that have blown through Arkansas, Kentucky and 
surrounding states, so much sadness. We can be blessed for the 
health and safety of our friends and families right now and be 
proud to be part of an organization that is on the ground in so 
many of those towns helping those people out with basic needs. 
If you have been waiting to make an LCIF contribution, this 
would be the time as I’m sure there are many grants going out 
to those communities. Living in tornado alley, we know how 
devastating a storm like that can be. 

Last and very important, Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year to you all from myself, my husband and our happy Labra-
dor Sadie, we wish you and your families the best of the season 
and prosperity for 2022!!!

Lori Horton 
1st VDG District 17N

Merry Christmas  
and Happy New Year

from the
District 17N Leadership Team
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We did it!  You did it!!  We ALL did it!!!  Not only did we survive the year 2021, but we did it with a lot of 
grace, kindness and ingenuity too!  I am sure many of you feel the same and have the same sentiment when it 
comes to reflecting back through the year.  You collectively have been able to shine the light of Lionism and 
make a difference in the lives of friends and neighbors in need by coming back out and being present in your 
communities.  

It did take some extra planning on each Lion Club’s part to safely hold those 
club meetings, programs, activities and service projects to meet special needs in 
your communities.  Thank you for persevering!  You may have been disheart-
ened when some annual events were cancelled in the earlier part of the year.  I 
certainly was.  But… look how we rebounded since the spring!  We held our 
District 17-N Convention in Chanute, and we held our MD-17 State Con-
vention in Topeka in June, both in person!  Precautions were taken and… we 
safely sailed through… without causing any super-spreader events I might add.  
The first virtual LCI Convention was also held in June allowing Lions to still 

be able to connect with Lions from all around the globe.  It was different…but it worked!  
Some clubs have embraced this new technology and have added Connect/Zoom/Google Meet to their club’s 

meetings and events.  Many clubs have found out it helps to keep members who are not able to attend in person 
still involved and participating in club meetings. 

I have enjoyed visiting Osage City, Eureka, Olpe, Reading, Wichita Downtown, Colony and Carbondale Li-
ons Clubs recently, and I am looking forward to my upcoming visits with Westphalia and Ottawa Lions before 
the end of this year.  Each club is unique in how they serve their communities. Congratulations to Eureka and 
Wichita Downtown Lions for the new members they have recently added to their clubs. 

Remember to report your activities and service along with membership on MyLion by the end of each month.  
Those who do will be placed in the drawing for registration for the upcoming Mid-Winter Rally.  You continue 
to be a vital part of your communities, sometimes creating new ways of doing things, and sometimes creating 
new things to do as well.  Reach out to that friend who you think you would enjoy spending more time with, 
and serving your community with, and invite them to become a Lion too!  Check in this newsletter to see who 
is leading in the new member contest for our District 17-N!

During this past year we mourned the loss of many great Lions in our District and State.  They all will be 
remembered for what each of them contributed to their communities and beyond through their many years of 
Lion service.  Please keep their family members in your thoughts and prayers during this Holiday Season.

Now… let’s turn our gaze from looking in the past to looking forward to a bright and brand new year!  It 
comes to us with endless possibilities for you and your clubs. We can start by planning on attending officer 
trainings that will be announced shortly by DG Richard.  It will not be long before clubs will be electing new 
officers so I encourage current club officers, as well as those who are planning on becoming an officer, to attend 
an in-person officer’s training.  If you have gone through the online trainings or have attended training years ago, 
I would also encourage you to come to learn the updates and enjoy the opportunity of meeting and networking 
with other Lions in the District.  

Mid-Winter Rally will be coming up on February 4-6 in Salina at the Hilton Garden Inn.  Join CC Diana 
Bauman and the DG’s Richard, Vania, and Randy, and get ready for a fun couple of days with Lions from all 
over MD-17.  Our District 17-N Convention will be held in Emporia in April the 8-9 and then we will head to 
Pittsburg and join 1st VDG Lori at the MD-17 State Convention on June 3-4, where we will have the pleasure 
to meet and hear from our International President Douglas Alexander!  There are so many exciting things to 
look forward to in this upcoming year.  I look forward to seeing you there!  Wishing you all Hope, Peace and Joy 
as we “Serve from our Hearts” in 2022! Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

 Pam Bilyeu
2nd VDG 17N

Second Vice District Governor Pam Bilyeu
Looking back over a year of challenges, service
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The District Membership Contest continues, with 
two new clubs taking the lead in their respective 
categories. 

As an incentive to bring in new 
members, the officers, the Lion 
who recruits the most members 
and the membership chair of the 
club in each group that increases 
their membership by the greatest 
percentage will be provided FREE 
registration and meals at our 
District Convention, April 8 and 9 
in Emporia. 

The winners will be determined at the end of 
February through the Lions Club International Club 
Health Assessment. 

Chanute Lions Club continues to be the leader 
of the Gold Group (0-15 members) with a 33.33% 
increase. Carbondale with a 30% gain is close behind, 

and Eureka with 25% growth isn’t far behind
Marquette Lions Club  remains in the top spot for 

the Blue Group (16-29 members) 
with a 15.79 % increase. Emporia 
with an 8.33% increase and Inman 
with a 6.67% increase are gaining on 
them.

Newton  Lions Club takes the top 
spot in the Purple Group (30 or more 
members) with a 17.78% increase. 
Goddard with a 10.64% increae and 
Wellington with a 10.65% increase 
are close behind. 

I am proud of all the Lions that are working/serving 
in their communities and through that growing their 
clubs. Contact me if you are in need of new member 
kits. 620-490-1461 or terryweldin@gmail.com.

PDG Terry Weldin
District 17N Global Membership 

Where does your club stand in the Membership Contest?
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Burlington student wins district Peace Poster Contest
A poster by a Corryn Bolen, 

an eighth grader at Burlington 
Middle School was selected as the 
winner of the District 17N Peace 
Poster Contest. 

Corryn’s entry was sponsored by 
Burlington Lions Club. 

The Peace Posters were judged by 
a committee comprised of a middle 
school teacher, a businessperson, 
and a graphic photographer.

They noted that it was a 
challenging task with 11 
outstanding submissions. 

They were looking for over-all 
artistic representation of the theme 
“We All Are Connected.”

It was a tough year to hold 
this competition with schools 
evolving out of COVID and 
other educational challenges. I 
congratulate those students and 

their clubs in being part of this.
 The winner of the district 

has been forwarded to the state 
competition, to be judged with the 
winners from Kansas’ other two 
districts. Placement in the state 
competition will be announced at 
Mid-Winter Rally. 

First place in the state 
competition will advance to 
Lions Clubs International to be 
judged among other worldwide 
contestants. International winners 
will be announced by February 1.

The Second Place poster was 
by Kamry Dela Torre from the 
Humboldt Lions Club. The Third 
Place poster was from Kylie Dorr, 
sponsored by the Lyndon Lions 
Club. 

The other students participating 
were Dakota Bennett from the 

Galena Route 66 Lions Club; 
Blane Berry from the Parsons 
Lions Club; Reed Filbrun from 
the Westphalia Lions; Lucy Hand 
from the Bel Aire Lions; Sookie 
Manor from the Baxter Springs 
Lions Club; Aurora Meta from 
the Augusta Lions Club; and 
Paige Prieto from the Wichita 
Northwest Lions Club.

  The Lions Club International 
Peace Poster Contest begins 
January 15 when kits for the 2022-
2023 contest are available from 
Lions Club International. Kits are 
available through October 1, 2022 
and entries for the Internationall 
Contest are due December 15, 
2022. 

The Peace Poster contest is open 
to students age 11, 12, or 13 as of 
November 1.

The Peace Poster entered by Corryn Bolen, a student at Burlington Middle School was selected as the 
District 17N winner. 
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Submit your club activities to newsletter17n@cox. net
Deadline is always the 10th of the month

Around the District

Bel Aire Lions donated 
$3,300 for a 6 hole disc golf 
course located at Alley Park. 
From left to right Presi-
dent Rusty Peterson, Lions 
Jackie O’Neal, Gary O’Neal, 
Grace Kneil, James Schmidt, 
Mayor Jim Benage, accept-
ing the check is  Rec. Center 
Director Brian Hayes.

Osage City Lions donate toys to 
the Osage County Sheriff’s De-
partment Operation Christmas 
for Kids. Pictured are Lion Gary 
Whalen, Lion Jerry Giesy, Lion 
Joe Humerickhouse, and Lion/ 
Undersheriff Scott Brenner with 
Osage County Sheriff Chris Wells! 

Eureka Lions Stan Porter and 
Marshall Kreger brought Christ-
mas to the 2nd graders at Mar-
shall Elementary School on 
Monday Dec 13. For more than 
75 years the Eureka Lions have 
hosted a  Christmas party for 
Eureka students. Due to COVID, 
the 2020 and 2021 they have 
brought Christmas joy directly to 
them.
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Burlington Lions Club President Ronda Gilbert  
presented the club’s newest Melvin Jones Fellow-
ship to Wanda Weldin. Lion Wanda is the fourth 
Melvin Jones Fellow in the Burlington Lions Club.

Bel Aire Lions donated and planted 20 trees on 
the Isley Elementary School campus. 

Cedar Vale Lions hosted the second grade class for 
a lunch and gifted each student with a blanket. 

Towanda Lions recognized two long-time mem-
bers with Melvin Jones Fellowships at the annual 
Christmas Party. PID Ed McCormick presented the 
MJF’s to Lion Fred Kemp and Lion Fred Howell. 
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Wellington, Newton celebrating centennial

To commemorate Newton Lions Club’s 100th anniversary, the club donated and helped plant a tree in 
Athletic Park with the Newton Parks Department. The tree is a Flashfire Sugar Maple, and we can’t wait 
to see it in all its autumn glory. Tree-planting supports the service priority of caring for the environment 
and will be a lasting community marker of the club’s legacy.

Lions Leonard  
Scheufler and  
Perry Wiley were 
recognized by the 
Wellington Lions 
Club during the 100th 
Anniversary Party on 
December 2. The club  
presented the two 
with Melvin Jones Fel-
lowships in recogni-
tion of their years of 
service.
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Wellington  
Lions celebrated 
a century of ser-
vice with a din-

ner — and cake of 
course! 

President Alexander’s saying 
“Service from the Heart” fits the 
Lions Clubs International LCI 
initiative for the month of January 
“Hunger Awareness.” 

What does this mean to you as 
a Lion?  Well most of us do not 
know as we may have never been in 
a situation where we did not know 
where our next meal was coming 
from.  

This hunger situation is not new 
for a large part of the world.  I 
was on a Webinar a few weeks ago 
where I was in a chat room with 
other Lions from over the world 
and World Hunger was the topic.  
There were Lions from South 
Africa, England, Australia and 
of course the USA.  I soon real-

ized that Hunger was worldwide.  
Sometimes I believe we Lions just 
think about our little part of the 
world and tend to forget the rest of 
the world.  

How do we Lions look at hunger 
locally and in the world?  What is 
your Lions club doing to help fight 
Hunger locally and in the world?  
Has your Lions Club given to 
LCIF?  Is your Lions Club work-
ing with local programs in your 
community to fight hunger?  The 
answer to these questions will vary 
from community to community.  
Here are some examples where a 
Lions Club can help:  Work with 
a food distribution group such as 
Harvesters, collect food for a local 
food pantry, provide meals for the 

homeless,  provide food for local 
distribution such as the Blessing 
Boxes all over Topeka or maybe 
construct some of these boxes and 
place in your community then sup-
ply them with food and get other 
organizations to help you.   LCI 
has many ideas also, just go to the 
LCI web-site and search “Hunger” 
you will be surprised at what you 
will find.

We hope this will help your 
Lions Club fight hunger in your 
community and the world.  If you 
need help in finding help please 
email or call Lion Vern Failor.

Lion Vern Failor
MD 17 Lions Health Program

New Lion Sponsor
Eureka
Douglas Desbian Stanley Porter
Linda Pope Sandra 
 Dickerson
Cris Samuels Rebecca 
 Randall
Fredonia
Trevor Friend Kenneth 
 Streets
Jayson Studebaker Jesse 
 McGinnis
Goddard
Aaron Mathews Erick Mathews
Newton
Aimee Monares Crystal Toews
Alicia Van Ranken Michael 
 Lunsford
Joseph Woellhof Michael 
 Lunsford
Oxford
Michael Moring Jr Cindy Ball
Norman Schultz John Pasman

Welcome to  
the Pride

New Lions in November

How your club can address hunger in your commmunity
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2021-2022
MD-17 Environmental Photo Contest

Name:

     Club:

E-mail:

     District:  K   A   N 

 Please specify category 
 Animal life
 Plant life
 Urban or Natural landscape
 Weather phenomenon Special 
Theme:
 Service projects  
The last category can have persons in picture 

      NOTE: All photo(s) must be taken in Kansas 

 Please submit one form per entry 

 Contest photos become the property of Kansas Lions 

Time is running out to enter the 
2021-2022 Environmental Photo 
Contest. Deadline to submit pho-
tos is January 1, 2021. 

The Environmental Photo Con-
test is open to all Kansas Lions and 
Leos. 

This year’s contest will depict 
four categories and one Special 
Theme. Categories are as follows:

• Animal life 
• Plant life
• Urban or Natural landscape
• Weather phenomenon.
(No people in photos submitted 

in these categories.)

• Special Theme: Service projects. 
This category can have persons in 
them and can be any Service proj-
ect in progress or newly completed. 

Photos should be original 
and unaltered and taken in your 
area this calendar year. Photos 
should measure 8’’ x 10’’ and 
printed borderless on high quality 
photo paper. Photos with white 
borders will be disqualified.  All 
photographers accept responsibility 
for the cost of taking and 
processing all photos. 

Photos in the state contest will 
be voted on at the Mid-Winter 

January 1 deadline for Environmental Photo Contest
Rally in January 2022. 

An award will be presented to 
the winning photographer. At all 
levels of the competition photos 
will be judged impartially based 
on originality, artistic merit and 
technical quality. 

Mail your entries to 
Wanda Weldin,
District N environmental 
Chair
727 Kennebec St
Burlington, KS 66839
wandaweldin@yahoo.com


