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Save the Date
MD 17 First State  
Council Meeting

August 13-14
Red Roof Inn

6815 W. Kellogg • Wichita

Retirement Dinner  
for Linda McCormick

Saturday, August 13
5:30 pm  

Red Roof Inn
Details on page 12 

District 17 N  
Cabinet Meeting

August 20
Bel Aire

USA Canada Forum
September 15-17

Calgary, Alberta, Canada
Registration at 

https://lionsforum.org/

Happy New Year Kansas Lions 
of MD 17N! Another year is upon 
us, and we are all moving forward 
with hope and joy towards success. 

As we continue to navigate 
through this coming Lions year, 
we will face new challenges, but I 
know that together “We Can Do 
This!”

I am so proud to have all the love 
and support of every member and I 
promise you all my love and sup-
port right back to help this district 
grow and thrive. 

I have plans to mix things up a 
bit to implement some new ideas, 
but don’t worry, nothing too crazy. 
I welcome your suggestions on 
things you would like to see hap-
pen this year!

I have put together an amazing 
District Team to work alongside 
me to make these goals a reality.

Our new International President, 
Brian Sheehan’s theme is “Together 
We Can” and together we will! This 
is such a great message that Kan-
sas Lions have been living forever, 
nothing gets done without us all 

Continued on next page

District Governor Lori Horton 
with Lions International Presi-
dent Brian Sheehan

Ready, set, go! A new Lions year
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Governor’s message
Continued from page 1
pitching in to make it happen. You have all evolved 
so much over the last few years and I know it hasn’t 
always been easy, but you’ve made it through and are 
in a much better place now! 

I look forward to continuing that momentum and 
finishing this journey with a positive outlook for the 
future. If we aren’t willing to continue to grow and 
embrace change, we will become irrelevant. I know it 
sounds harsh, but if we don’t accept the reality of our 
situation, then we cannot realistically work toward 
making it better. While we didn’t quite achieve posi-
tive growth this year, we have a fresh start for the com-
ing year, and I am here with whatever help you need to 
get your club moving in the right direction.

The International Convention in Montreal was 
fabulous, I am excited and energized by all the train-
ing and information we received. I met so many great 
people, friends that I will have for life and will be great 
resources for me throughout my Lions journey.

Kansas Lions District 17N
69 Lions Clubs serving communities in southcentral and southeast Kansas

District Governor
Lori Horton

Pittsburg Lions Club
1015 N Broadway St
Pittsburg KS 66762

620-235-1454
celebrationsbyl@yahoo.com

1st Vice District Governor
Pam Bilyeu

Lyndon Lions Club
22690 Melody Lane

Vassar KS 66543
785-817-3833

bilyeuskies@hotmail.com

2nd Vice District Governor
Shari Neidhardt

Towanda Lions Club
7400 NW Ayr Road
Potwin, KS 67123

620-752-344
19Faith58@gmail.com

I had a few bumps along the way, still hoping one of 
my suitcases finds its way home soon, but overcoming 
obstacles is an important leadership quality so I met 
it head-on! 

I would like to say Thank You to ID Deb Weaver-
ling for loaning me a blazer and making me feel 
better about scrambling for appropriate attire during 
the week, we are so blessed to have her representing 
us with LCI.

Lastly, I am finalizing a schedule of upcoming 
training events and cabinet meeting dates, so please 
watch your email and the district website for those. 

I am asking for your increased participation, espe-
cially for our new club officers and Zone Chairs but 
really for all our Lions, please be willing to give a 
little time to learn and share with us. 

I thank you all for giving me the opportunity to 
serve this year as your District Governor, I will do my 
best to not let you down!

Sincerely, Lori L. Horton  
DG MD 17N

Get Social with us!
Follow us on Facebook: KansasLionsDistrict17N • Twitter: @kslions17n

District website: kslions17n.org 
Kansas Lions on the web: kansaslions.org • Lions International on the web: lionsclubs.org

DG Lori’s District Governor Elect Class at the 2022 International Convention in Montreal.
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DG Lori in Montreal
Left: DG Lori with the “official” 
LCI Con sign.  DG Lori, ID Lee 
Vrieze (WI) who will be speaking 
at the District N Convention in 
April, & ID Deb Weaverling. Low-
er left: ID Deb officially pulling 
the “Elect” tag off my DG badge 
after the swearing in ceremony   
Middle: DG Lori after the cer-
emony “IT’S OFFICIAL.”    
Lower right: DG Lori and PID 
Tom Gordon (Canada) who was 
by Training Team leader at our 
formal banquet. 
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VSP Eyes of Hope certificates 
for eye exams, glasses, and frames 
are available for ALL Lions Clubs 
in Multi-District 17. 

There are two different certifi-
cates.

 1) Eyes of Hope for Students 
covers exams, frames and lens for 
youth 19 years and younger.

 2) Eyes of Hope materials only 
covers frames and lens for anyone.

If you want a certificate please 
email Lion Vern Failor (vfailor@
gmail.com) with the following 
information.

 1. Name and age of recipient, 

 2. Postal Code of 
the recipient, 

 3. Name of the 
Lion making the 
request and address of 
that Lion. 

 4. The type of certificate you 
want.  The Lions Club will need 
to explain the process for using 
the certificate to their client and 
will receive a list of Vision Service 
Companies where the certificate 
can be redeemed.

The certificates cannot be 
emailed as each has a different  
serial number and cannot be cop-

ied. These certificates must be re-
deemed by December 14, 2022 
so please ask for them ASAP.

At this time we DO NOT have 
certificates for adult examinations, 
just frames and lens.

If you need more information 
please contact Lion Vern at  
785-272-6102 (home), 785-231-
3960 cell), or vlfailor@gmail.com.

Remember these are FREE 
to your Lions Club.  Just ask for 
them!

MD Lions Health Program
Lion Vern Failor

Certificates available to provide eye  
exams, glasses for students, adults

This is a new launch and it has 
lots of opportunity. Organizational 
leadership experts talk about “new 
voices” as the lifeblood of business-
es, non-profits, or any group. Those 
who do this well have a future. 
Lions are leading the way among 
civic groups and DG Lori is doing 
great work - District 17-N is ready!

What are “New Voices?” Within 
LCIF, the New Voices Initiative 
promotes gender parity and di-
versity and seeks to increase the 
number of women, young adults 
and underrepresented populations 
within our association.

LOOKING FOR A FEW 
GOOD MEN… AHEM… 
PEOPLE! DG Horton has ap-
pointed committee leadership; we 
need your help finding members. 
This is not for people who like 
the same-old, same-old. We are 
looking for people who love new 
ideas. We are especially looking for 

people familiar with “underrepre-
sented populations.”

New Voices is a fabulous chance 
for your new members to connect 
to Lions Club. To become invested. 
To feel satisfaction from contribut-
ing and changing the world that 
is at the heart of Lionism. This is 
where “We 
Serve” gets 
real.

New 
Voices will 
work closely 
with DG 
Lori and 
the market-
ing com-
mittee. We 
will pro-
mote ideas 

that attract members who keep us 
fresh and vibrant. To the extent 
that we succeed, we will look more 
diverse, more relevant, and we will 
grow.

COMING SOON: Watch for 
tips on expanding Lions into more 
diverse populations within our 
communities.

Respectfully,
Lion Greg Nickel (Newton),  

New Voices Chair

 New voices — new opportunities!

mailto:vlfailor@gmail.com
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Submit your club activities to newsletter17n@cox.net
Deadline is always the 10th of the month

Around the District

Augusta Lions recently recognized Peace Poster 
winners at Augusta Middle School. Pictured is First 
Place winner Aurora Meza with PDG Bill Kincaid 
and Lions Lorraine Stockwell  and Sandi ??

Also recognized was Third Place winner Chevelle 
Schneider (third from left). Second Place winner 
Sophie Palmer is not pictured. 

Wellington Lions presented the 20 foot by 40 foot American flag at the July 4 Wellington Heat baseball 
game and carried the flag in the Wheat Festival Parade on Friday, July 8.

Clubs in Zone 1 — Baxter Springs, Columbus, Galena Route 66, Girard, and Pittsburg—gathered in  
Columbus for a Zone Social and officer induction. 
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This is what 350 pounds of plastic to be recycled 
looks like. Burlington Lions Club is well on the way 
to earning a bench to be donated to the Burlington 
Branch of the Coffey County Library in the Trex 
recycling program. 

Senator (and Lion) Jerry Moran recently visited the 
Emporia Lions Club

Ottawa Lions sold funnel cakes at the Franklin 
County Fair July 14-16.

Lyndon Lions Shaved Ice Membership Event and 
annual 4th of July Pancake Breakfast were both 
successful recruitment events. Seven new Lions 
joined at the membership event and three joined 
at the Pancake Breakfast!

Ottawa Lions Club president Pat Pickett (left)  
welcomed new member Jennifer McDaniels with 
her certificate and pin at the regular meeting on 
May 24. 
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Zone 2 Summer Social in Parsons on July 14.

McCune Lions served hamburgers and homemade 
ice cream on a hot Saturday night, July 16.

Newton Lions rolled into the new year with a party 
at the bowling alley.

Wichita Northwest presented a Melvin Jones to 
Lion Bill Murphy at their recent officer installation 
dinner and celebration.
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Welcome to the Pride
New members reported in May and June

Club New Lion Sponsor
Arkansas City Christine Carson Don Sefers
Early Birds Drew Mariani Sue Lancaster
 Lakin Mariani Sue Lancaster
Baxter Springs Steven Bell Patricia Lamb
 Stephen Eby Jess Larison
Bel Aire Kim Thomas Richard Caldwell
 Michael Thomas Richard Caldwell
Burlington Alison Smith Terry Weldin
Clearwater Rachal Chambers Steve Hatfield
 Jimmy Gardiner Steve Hatfield
Goddard T.J. Nelson Charles Presnal
Lyndon Sarah Anderson Pam Bilyeu
 Ryan Haskins Gary Schattak
 Mary Heskett Barbara Schattak
 Rick Johnson Ferne Evans
 Katrina Litch Barbara Schattak
 Martin Prince Roger Evans
 Sally Price Nancy Karr
Moundridge Kate Bailey Aaron Bailey
Neodesha Merrill Newman James Jackson
Newton Brian Bisbee Brian Donlevy
 Keena Garcia Robert Burke
 John Shaw Daniels Heinze Jr
 Kelly Taylor Rachelle Scott
Ottawa Jenna McDaniels Patricia Pickett
Parsons Colleen Williamson David Winchell
Pittsburg Cheryl Brooks Lori Horton
Towanda Evan Shelske Nikolas Herrmann
 Rafael Shipley Nikolas Herrmann
Walton Carla Hageman 
 Douglas Hageman
 Katy Jaksa
 Matthew Jaksa
 Kenneth Rogers
 Rick VanRossun
Wellington Daphne Adams Coni Adams
Wichita Downtown Martha Ray Kenneth Holmes
Winfield Ralph Royston 

Now is the 
time to recruit

With the beginning of the new 
Lions Year 2022-2023, now is the 
time to begin activities to recruit 
new members into your club. 

There 
are many 
activities 
in your 
communi-
ties like 
festivals, 
outdoor 
BBQ’s, 

summer league activities, fairs, and 
other events.

Here’s a link to ideas in recruit-
ing new members and refresh the 
purpose of your club. This link is 
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/
blog/11-ways-to-recruit-new-mem-
bers. 

Another good resource is
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/

resources-for-members/resource-
center/invite-members.

Kansas Lions have applied for a 
Membership Development Grant 
with the idea of giving clubs 
resources that will help with their 
efforts. 

There was a grant available in  
Lions Year 2021-2022 with 19 
clubs taking advantage of it. It is 
hoped these clubs will serve as a 
model for others to use. 

As the Global Membership Team 
Coordinator for the 2022-2023 Li-
ons year, I hope to provide advice, 
help, and resources in the recruit-
ment of new Lions and retention of 
those Lions already in service. My 
email is teacher.caldwell@gmail.
com if you have questions or need 
ideas.

PDG Richard Caldwell

https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/blog/11-ways-to-recruit-new-members
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/blog/11-ways-to-recruit-new-members
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/blog/11-ways-to-recruit-new-members
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/resources-for-members/resource-center/invite-members
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/resources-for-members/resource-center/invite-members
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/resources-for-members/resource-center/invite-members
mailto:teacher.caldwell@gmail.com
mailto:teacher.caldwell@gmail.com
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District N Leadership
District Governor ............................................................................Lori Horton
Immediate Past District Governor ............................... Richard Caldwell
1st Vice District Governor ............................................................. Pam Bilyeu
2nd Vice District Governor .................................................. Shari Niedhardt
Cabinet Secretary .................................................................... Melanie Snider
Cabinet Treasurer ................................................................... Barb Schattack
District Convention Chairpersons ............................... Andy Taylor/ Ray 
Diabetes Chairperson ..............................................................Patrick Laham
Environment Chairperson .................................................... Wanda Weldin
Global Leadership Team Coordinator...............................Helen LeBlanc
Global Membership Team Coordinator.............................. Terry Weldin
Family & Women’s Membership (New Voices) Chairperson
 .................................................................................................................Greg Nickel
Global Service Team Coordinator .......................................... Debra Funke
Information Technology Chairperson ..............................Warren Tharp
Marketing/ Public Relations Chairperson ......................Erin McDaniel
Newsletter Editor ......................................................................... Becky Funke
Leo & Lions Quest Chairperson .................................... Deanne Heersche
Peace Poster Chairperson ............................................... Shannon Gerwert
Vision Chairperson ...................................................................Helen LeBlanc
Youth Camp & Exchange ..................................................... Harry Stockwell
Zone 1 Chair...............................................................................Machelle Smith

Baxter Springs, Columbus, Galena Route 66, Girard, Pittsburg
Zone 2 Chair................................................................................... Darrel Krone

Altamont, Chanute, Humboldt, McCune, Parsons
Zone 3 Chair......................................................................................Andy Taylor

Caney, Coffeyville, Doffeyvillel Daylihght Defenders, Fredonia,  
Independence, Neodesha

Zone 4 Chair........................................................................................ Don Sefers
Arkansas City Early Birds, Arkansas City Evening, Augusta,  

Cedarvale, El Dorado, Sedan, Winfield
Zone 5 Chair........................................................................................ Don Sefers

Derby Noon, Mulvane, Oxford, Wellington Noon
Zone 6 Chair................................................................................................. Vacant

Clearwater, Colwich, Goddard
Zone 7 Chair................................................................................................. Vacant

Maize, Park City, Wichita Downtown, Wichita Northwest
Zone 8 Chair...............................................................................Ron Colbert, Sr.

Bel Aire, Benton, Pleasant Valley, Potwin, Towanda, Valley Center
Zone 9 Chair................................................................................... Terry Weldin

Burlington, Colony, Garnett, Kincaid, Westphalia
Zone 10 Chair ..............................................................................................Vacant

Carbondale, Lyndon, Osage City, Ottawa, Reading, Scranton
Zone 11 Chair ...................................................................... Tammy Edminson

Emporia, Eureka, Lebo, Madison, Neosho Rapids, Olpe
Zone 12 Chair ..............................................................................Dan Heinze, Jr.

Halstead, Hesston, Hillsboro, Newton, Walton
Zone 13 Chair .............................................................................................. Vacant

Canton, Inman, Lindsborg, Marion, Moundridge, Windom

Can you help as 
a district chair?

You’ll notice we have some va-
cancies yet to fill! 

Please reach out to anyone on 
the cabinet if you are interested in 
jumping into one of the following 
seats: Zone 6, 7, 10 or 13  
Chairperson, Hunger Chairper-
son, Pediatric Cancer Chairperson, 
Reading Action Program Chair-
person, Region Chairperson and 
a brand new Cabinet Position: 
Global Extension Team Coordina-
tor. This position will work closely 
with the GLT, GST, and GMT 
Coordinators to move success for-
ward in District N. 

I hope to have these positions 
filled soon, so call, text or email 
ASAP! It is so important to fill 
these seats and make the District 
N Team complete. 

I want to thank everyone on the 
list for sharing their skills, gifts and 
love of Lions with us, I am grateful 
for every one of them and I am ex-
cited to work with them this year!

DG Lori Horton
620-235-1454
620-321-5700

celebrationsbyl@yahoo.com

Bring glasses to the 
state council meeting or 
district cabinet meeting
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Last blast from  
Governor Richard

This will be my last newsletter article as Governor of 
17N. It has been a pleasure to serve District 17N dur-
ing the 2021-2022 Lion year. There have been many 

opportunities that could be 
explained as learning curves. 

Sometimes, I have told 
others that I wish that I 
had another year with the 
experience I gained this 
year. I know the District 
will have strong leadership 
the next three years. In fact, 
your upcoming District 
Governor and First Vice 

Governor were awarded the Presidential Medal for 
Leadership. I also would mention that I really appreci-
ated my contact with other Lions in the District and 
hope to maintain this goodwill in my other positions I 
will be assuming.

As the 2021-2022 Lions year draws to a close, I 
would like to remind clubs to be sure they are up-to-
date on bills owed either to Lions Club International 
or District 17N. Failure to tend to these obligations 
can lead to problems for the 2022-2023 Lions year. 

Also, clubs are reminded to send to Lions Interna-
tional up-to-date listings for 2022-2023 Club Officers, 
including both mailing addresses and emails for a 
point of contact. This year, I came across some clubs 
that did not have correct information or were late in 
reporting.

Please be mindful to support Lions Foundations, 
both state and International. They always need help 
through donations. I gained firsthand experience this 
spring when the tornado went through Andover. Li-
ons Club International Foundation provided District 
17N with a $10,000 grant to provide temporary assis-
tance to Andover. International Lions Club Founda-
tion has contributed more to Kansas than what Kansas 
has contributed. 

Please support District Governor Elect Lori Horton 
when she assumes Office on July 1 with her team con-
sisting with First Vice District Governor Pam Bilyeu 
and Second Vice District Governor Shari Neidhardt.

Richard Caldwell
District Governor, 17N

Happy New Year Club Officers!
Let me introduce myself and my team: My 

name is Lori Horton and I am serving as Dis-
trict 17-N Governor for the current 2022-23 
Lions Year. My home club is Pittsburg in the far 
southeast corner and I so proud and excited to be 
working with you all this year. 

Helping me along the way is our First Vice 
Governor, Pam Bilyeu from the Lyndon Lions 
Club and Second Vice Governor Shari Nied-
hardt from the Towanda Lions Club. With a 
Dream Team like this, District N is assured a 
successful year! 

We look forward to scheduling a visit to each 
and every one of your clubs and getting a chance 
to share your achievements and help with your 
challenges in any way you need. 

Click on the email link below and reply with 
the first available date for a visit and a second 
choice if possible. Since so many clubs meet on 
the same day and time, we will need a little flex-
ibility to work those out. 

CELEBRATIONSBYL@YAHOO.COM 
Include: club name, best contact per-

son with phone number, first choice visit 
date & second choice visit date. 

Also remember, club presidents are members 
of the Governor’s Council and it is important to 
attend district meetings when possible. Our first 
District Council meeting will be held on August 
20 in Bel Aire (details TBA), so please plan to 
be there! With many new resources available to 
clubs to help with membership, service and more, 
this is the best way to keep in touch. I would love 
to see a representative from all 69 clubs in this 
district attend at least one council meeting this 
year! 

For all the latest news, visit KSLIONS17N.
ORG and find us on Facebook at KansasLions-
District17N or on Twitter @KSLions17N and as 
always for service reporting, membership report-
ing and more, go to LIONSCLUBS.ORG

Reach out with any and all questions, com-
ments or concerns and I will do my best to ad-
dress them, WE CAN DO THIS!

DG Lori Horton
1015 N. Broadway • Pittsburg KS 66762

620-235-1454 • celebrationsbyl@yahoo.com 

mailto:CELEBRATIONSBYL@YAHOO.COM
mailto:celebrationsbyl@yahoo.com
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Editor’s Note: DG Richard’s and 1 DG 
Pam’s articles on these two pages were 
written for a June newsletter that was 
not finished. Please accept my apolo-

gies--I guess I needed a break
Lion Becky Funke, 17N Newsletter Editor

Vice District Governor

We wrapped up the year in style at state convention
I can hardly believe it is June already!  Time sure flies when you’re having FUN!  I know all the Lions who 

attended our recent Lions State Convention in Pittsburg had a lot of FUN being able to get together and 
celebrate the successes of this Lions year and the 100th State Convention and the 100th Anniversaries of many 
clubs in our district.  Thank you to the Pittsburg Lions Club (one of the clubs that is now 100) and our District 
Governor-Elect Lori Horton for hosting such a successful event.  

I really enjoyed having the children from the different community 
organizations be a part of the convention by serving meals.  They were 
very eager to carry our plates to our table, or to pick them up after.  I 
enjoyed our newest Lion, Cheryl Brooks, the Mayor of Pittsburg, 
declaring that June 4 was Kansas Lions Day!  There were many enjoy-
able moments with our PIP Jimmy Ross who, I am sure, has never met 
a stranger!  I do not think there is one Lion who was in attendance that 
he did not personally speak to.  What a surprise it was to receive the 
LCI President Douglas X Alexander’s Leadership Award from ID Deb 
Weaverling.   Thank you.  I truly am humbled to have been selected to 
receive this award.  Your support, presence and mentoring is so very 

much appreciated!
Thank you also to the Kansas Lions Band Foundation, PCC Hans & Shari Neidhardt, Lions volunteers, and 

Pittsburg State Student volunteers who held an incredible band camp for 155 high school students.  The perfor-
mances were amazing!! To every Lions Club who sponsored band students, your efforts were well rewarded.  I 
hope you invite them to your club meetings and give them the opportunity to share their experiences with you.  
I am sure for many it was life changing!  Start planning now for the 2022-2023 Lions State Band Camp that 
will be held at Ft Hays. I heard that next year’s band may also be going to the LCI Convention in Boston as 
well.

I want to thank all of the District 17N Clubs who welcomed me in to visit them this Lions year.  I enjoyed 
meeting many of you and learning about all the exciting and creative ways you are serving your communities.  I 
was delighted to induct new members into clubs and to install club officers.  It is apparent that the Lions in  
District 17N are up and GOING, and GROWING… and SERVING from their HEARTS all around our dis-
trict.  Working at the Lions ALERT trailer at the Andover Tornado relief center really exemplified how Lions 
from all over our state come together in a time of crisis.  The donations of money, items and time from Lions 
all over our state and outside of our state truly demonstrated what Lionism is all about.  Thank you PDG Dan 
Funke for your compassion, care and leadership for this extension of MD 17’s District’s K, A, and N’s abilities to 
respond to crisises in our state.

Thank DG Richard Caldwell for your leadership of our District 17N.  I enjoyed working and learning from 
you this year and appreciate all of the love and energy you gave and continue to give to the Lions of our District.  
It has been such a pleasure to work with you and DGE Lori.  Thank you for all the encouragement you continue 
to give. It has been an honor to serve with you.  

I am delighted to have been elected to continue to serve District 17N as your 1VDGE in 2022-2023 and to 
work with DGE Lori Horton and 2VDGE Shari 
Neidhardt in accomplishing next year goals for our 
district.  

Yours in Lionism, 
Pam Bilyeu, Second Vice District Governor, 17N


