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Positive numbers: we’re up 
11 members for the year!

Lions of District 17N, I don’t know about you, but 
this year is flying by, it’s hard to believe it is already 
September! I am so excited to report that as of Septem-
ber 12, our district is still positive 11 members!! That is 
amazing, you guys are doing great work to recruit and 
most importantly, retain the great members that we 
already have, more hands to service is our goal! 

We still need to stay focused on getting those hours 
of planning and executing your service projects reported on MyLion, and 
add an LCIF donation to the club budget. If you have questions about 
any of those things, we have a great team that would be happy to help in 
whatever way you need. 

We are nearing the deadline for ordering Peace Poster kits from LCI. 
Reach out if you have questions and if you have never sponsored a contest 
in your area before, I encourage you to do one this year. It’s a great way 
to make a connection with local schools or groups and is a missed oppor-
tunity for potential recruiting of faculty and parents. It is a minimal cost, 
with a great potential return. See the information on page 5 with all the 
dates for entry.

Continued on next page
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Governor’s  
message

Continued from previous page
There are some upcoming 

dates to remember: 
• October 1, must have 

Peace Poster kits ordered.
• October 28-30 District 

K Convention &  2nd State 
Council meeting in Hays.

• November 12, 2nd Dis-
trict Cabinet meeting in 
Towanda

I have been enjoying all the 
events and meetings you all 
have invited me to participate 
in and I look forward to many 
more. 

I hope you will consider 
accepting my invitation and 
coming to a District Cabinet 
meeting. I would love to see 
a representative from all 69 
clubs in our district attend at 
least one this year, it is impor-
tant to know what is going on 
beyond our clubs.Big things 
like the Eclipse Glasses proj-
ect is a perfect example. Look 
for more information on that 
in upcoming newsletters… or 
at the next cabinet meeting!

Thank you all for the con-
tinued support and encour-
agement, I am striving daily 
to do everything I can to help 
lead and grow this district to a 
bright future, “TOGETHER 
WE CAN, AND TOGETH-
ER WE WILL!” -IP Brian 
Sheehan

Lori Horton
District Governor

Fall festivities a time to recruit
The leaves on the trees are slowly starting to take on their autumn tints 

of color.  Even though we had a heat surge last week… the cooler days of 
fall are fast approaching!  What a great opportunity it is for Lions to be 
out and about in their communities performing service projects, support-
ing their local fall festivities, or serving as the sponsors of fun fall events.  

Each time we are out in the public it is an opportune time to invite 
someone to consider joining us in 
our humanitarian service.  

Did your Lions Club win the 
cake this month?  Remember 
our District Governor Lori is 
baking a cake of your choice for 
your next month’s meeting if you 
win!  All you have to do is reg-
ister those new members in My 
Lion, and if you have the most, 
and are the first to register those 
new members then…your club 

WINS! 
It is PEACE Poster time!!  I think this is one of the most incredible 

projects we have in our Lions Clubs International. The talent we see in 
these young artists is amazing, and how they interpret the theme is quite 
imaginative.  This is also a great way for Lions to work with their com-
munity schools and encourage the art teachers to participate in the con-
test.  Contact our District 17-N Peace Poster Coordinator, Lion Shannon 
Gerwert for more information (More information on page 5).

I had the pleasure to visit with the Altamont Lions Club last month 
and the Emporia Lions and Neodesha Lions earlier this month.  These 
clubs were planning for upcoming events in their communities and were 
also working on incorporating membership opportunities as well.

Lion Jerry and I joined ID Deb and Lion Ron Weaverling, DG Lori, 
2VDG Shari and PCC Hans, MD 17 State Secretary Dan Funke and 
many other Lions from Multiple District 17- N and A at the USA/Can-
ada Lions Forum in Calgary, Alberta, Canada.  

It was our first time to attend this leadership training event.  We 
had an opportunity to meet and hear from our International Presi-
dent, Brian Sheehan and First Lady Lion Lori, who shared so very 
much from their hearts.  I met our First Vice President Dr. Patti Hill, 
and received orientation for upcoming trainings that will be part of 
my own journey soon. 

Lions in Kansas District 17-N it is time for you to ROARRRR this fall 
and do what we do best….SERVE!!

Yours in Service, 
Pam Bilyeu, 

1st Vice District Governor
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Leadership training expands horizons
Leadership—we have all heard of this term, but what does it really 

mean?  If you Google the term “Leadership” you can find several differ-
ent explanations.  One version that caught my attention read:  Leadership 

is the ability of an individual or a group of 
individuals to influence and guide followers or 
other members of an organization. Leadership 
involves making sound and sometimes difficult 
decisions, creating and articulating a clear vi-
son, establishing achievable goals, and providing 
followers with knowledge and tools necessary to 
achieve those goals. 

At the end of July, I had the opportunity to 
attend Great Plains Lions Leadership Insti-
tute (GPLLI), held at Northwest Missouri 

State University in Maryville, Missouri. This year there were 53 Lions 
attending:  four from Oklahoma; eight from Iowa; nine from Nebraska, 14 
from Missouri, and 18 from Kansas. 

Now I had been there before, but just to help out, since my husband 
was a facilitator and now serves as the Curriculum Coordinator. Thinking 
about the next three years as Vice District/District Governor, I got out of 
my comfort zone and filled out the application to be a student this time. 
The quote by author Roy T. Bennett reads; “It’s only after you’ve stepped 
outside your comfort zone that you begin to change, grow, and transform.” 

Boy, oh boy, was I really out of my comfort zone, well, at least at the 
start. Assigned to the Green Group, the other 17 Lions really made me 
feel at home (they were there learning as well), and I just put myself out 
there. Topics included Diversity, Global Membership Approach, Goal 
Setting, Lions Fundamentals, Member Motivation, Personal Mission 
Statement, Public Speaking, Time Management, and Working in Teams. 
Are you starting to see the connection to the Google explanation of Lead-
ership?  

GPLLI is just one of the in-classroom training opportunities Lions 
have. Plus, Lions International has online training that Lions can access, 
such as Lions University and E-Books. Two of the best things about at-
tending GPLLI, first it is close to Kansas and second there are District 
funds available to help cover the cost of the tuition.

I learned so much during the classroom instruction and from being able 
to interact with other Lions from the different Multiples. What a better 
way to fulfill International President Brian Sheehan’s second key priority 
of “Keeping Our Foundation Strong.”  I would guarantee that regardless 
of the number of years that you have been a Lion, you will come away 
with a new perspective on how to be a more effective leader. 

I will close for now by leaving you with this final quote by Amy Poehler, 
“Find a group of people who challenge and inspire you, spend a lot of time with 
them, and it will change your life.”

Shari Neidhardt
2nd Vice District Governor 

Welcome to  
the Pride
New Lions in Au-

gust
New Lion Sponsor

Bel Aire
Devon Ward Angie  
 Cockburn- 
 Ward

Coffeyville
David Wissins 

Colwich
Stephanie Guy
Don Koci
Laurie Koci

Girard
Ruth Duling Daniel 
 Duling

Newton
Dalton Black Daniels
 Heinze Jr
Austin Cooper Daniels 
 Heinze Jr
Marcus Melvin
Houghton Schadler
Alexander Reeves Stephen 
 Firkins
Scranton
Timothy Nedeau Sharon
  Vawter
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As October is World Sight 
Month and October 13 is 
World Sight Day. 
We hope the you 
Lions Clubs have 
a sight or vision 
program already 
setup.  An example might be 
to purchase Eclipse Glasses 
from the KLSF and either sell 
them or give them away as a 
service project.  

The use of these glasses will 
save the sight of everyone that 
uses them.  What a gift to 
everyone!!!!

November is Diabetes 
Awareness Month and No-
vember 14 is World Diabe-
tes Day. To learn more just 
provide a program on diabetes 
in the month of November.  
Did you know 1 in 3 adults 
in the USA have prediabetes. 
This diabetes can be slowed if 
these adults would just lower 
their blood sugar to acceptable 
levels, exercise 30 minutes,  5 
days a week, lower their body 
weight 10% and eat more 
healthy. These are simple steps 
that can prolong everyone’s 
life.  There is no known cure 
for diabetes but you can live a 
good life by doing the above 
things.

Ask your program direc-
tor to provide this program 
then act with a project on 
diabetes. If you need help just 
email or call your District 
Lions Health Chairperson or 
contact Lion Vern Failor at 
vlfailor@gmail.com.

October is World 
Sight Month

Veteran’s Banner Service Project Deadline

District Governor in the wild
DG Lori’s Club Visit Schedule:

September 26  Baxter Springs Lions  
September 27  Scranton Lions
October 4   Augusta Lions
October 5   Neosho Rapids Lions
October 10   Inman Lions
October 12  Burlington Lions
October 18   Moundridge Lions
October 24   Columbus Lions

1st VDG Pam’s Club Visit Schedule:
 September 27  Ottawa    
 September 28  Bel Aire   
 October 3  Chunute  
 October 4  Parsons
 October 12  Olpe   
 October 13  McCune  
 October 20  Wichita Downtown 
 October 24  Sedan  (Not confirmed at this time)
 October 25  Pittsburg  
 October 26  Wellington 
2nd VDG Shari’s Club Visit Schedule:

September 26  Benton
September 27  Eureka
October 3  Halstead
October 4   Coffeyville and  

    Coffeyville Daylight Defenders
October 5  Wichita Downtown
October10  Walton
October 12  Derby Noon
October 17  Reading
October 19  Carbondale
October 24  Madison
October 27  Valley Center

If you have upcoming events that you would like any member of 
the Governors team to attend, contact DG Lori ASAP and she will 
try to get you on the calendar!! Thank you!

Have you mailed your star and hearts for the state-
wide service project to honor veterans around the 

state?  Use the stamped, envelope addressed to PDG 
Carleen Rajala, to mail your club’s signed star and 

hearts by October 1.

mailto:vlfailor@gmail.com
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It’s Peace Poster time again!  The 
theme this year is Lead With Com-
passion.  It’s going to be exciting to 
see what our local youth design!

Deadline to purchase kits from 
the Member Service Center at 
Lions International Headquarters 
is October 1, so get out there and 
your schools and youth groups 
excited!

You will need to get your club’s 
winning posters to DG Lori Hor-
ton or District Peace Poster Chair-
person Shannon Gerwert by noon 
on November 10 for district 
judging at the November 12 sec-

ond District Cabinet Meeting in 
Towanda. Mail posters to:  

Shannon Gerwert
510 S. Cayuga Street
Frontenac, KS  66763
Don’t forget to notify your 

District Governor of your club’s 
participation!

This year, let’s all make sure to 
let our schools and youth groups 
know that there is an essay contest 
for those who are visually impaired.  
There is information in the kits 
to give to the schools and youth 
groups.

DG Lori Horton and I hope 

Order Peace Poster kits by Oct. 1 deadline

We Serve — 
Health Screeings 
at the State Fair

Lions from Bel Aire (right) and 
Goddard (below) were among 
many Lions from around the 
state who volunteered at the 
Kansas Lions Sight Foundation 
Mobile Screening Unit during the 
Kansas State Fair in Hutchinson

you have 
a great 
time 
with this 
contest 
this year!

If you 
have any questions, please con-
tact DG Lori Horton or Shanon 
Gerwert.  We will be happy to help 
you.   

Shannon Gerwert
Pittsburg Lions Club

620-687-1264
District Peace Poster Chairperson 
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As many of you know, 2021 
marked the 50 year anniversary of 
Audio-Reader.  Much has changed 
during those 50 years, but the sup-
port from Lions has not. 

Since the early years, when Lions 
Clubs across Kansas provided 
funding to purchase the special 
radio receivers and helped deliver 
them, to the multiple district ef-
fort in 1994 that resulted in the 
creation of the Lions Telephone 
Reader system, our partnership 
endures. 

Over the past five decades nu-
merous Lions Club members have 
volunteered as readers, acted as 
certifying agents to approve listen-
ers, repaired and delivered radios, 
collected equipment for our audio 
sales, donated funds to update our 
studios, purchases newspaper sub-
scriptions and fulfilled many other 
requests.

As we look to the future, we 
hope our partnership will remain 
as strong as ever. Audio-Reader 
staff is again available to provide 
presentations to your club meet-
ings, exhibit at events, and provide 
our services to individuals in your 
community. 

To contact us please email 
reader@ku.edu or call 800-772-
8898. Our website is http://reader.
ku.edu and here you can apply 
for service, listen to our broadcast 
stream, download programming on 
demand, and subscribe to podcasts. 
Let us know if you would like a 
presentation, need some brochures, 
or have an idea for a project to 
benefit Audio-Reader.

 Our services are available free 

of charge and can be accessed in a 
variety of ways: 

• Closed Circuit radio (not avail-
able in all areas - complete the 
application and we will reach out) 

• Lions Telephone Reader (dial 
800-335-1221 and enter demo 
code 5887 for a trial) 

• through a skill on the Amazon 
Echo (Alexa) http://reader.ku.edu/
alexa-service

• Streaming at http://reader.
ku.edu/listen

• on-demand http://reader.
ku.edu/digital-archive

• On the free Sero App. Available 
for iPhones and Android. Navi-
gate to the Radio Reading Service 
section and we are there under 
“Audio-Reader” 

 Thank you for your support of 
Audio-Reader. To apply for service 
please visit http://reader.ku.edu/
application-service. 

Audio-Reader and Lions: 
50 years of service, support

CONGRATULATIONS 
COLWICH LIONS! Our 
August Membership growth 
challenge winner is the Col-
wich Lions Club with the 
addition of three new mem-
bers! Thank you all for your 
hard work and enjoy your cake 
from Celebrations by Lori 
(DG Lori) at the September 
13 meeting! 

Congratulations also go to 
Bel Aire, Coffeyville, Girard, 
Newton and Scranton for 
adding members in August! 

The contest has been reset 
for September, get out there 
and recruit, recruit, recruit! 

The club with the most new 
members will receive a cake 
for their October meeting or 
event, courtesy of DG Lori’s 
day job… Celebrations by 
Lori Bakery in Pittsburg. 

Colwich Lions win 
August Membership 

Challenge

Walton Lions — and guests from Newton — enjoyed a watermelon 
feed.

mailto:reader@ku.edu
http://reader.ku.edu/
http://reader.ku.edu/
http://reader.ku.edu/alexa-service
http://reader.ku.edu/alexa-service
http://reader.ku.edu/listen
http://reader.ku.edu/listen
http://reader.ku.edu/digital-archive
http://reader.ku.edu/digital-archive
http://reader.ku.edu/application-service
http://reader.ku.edu/application-service
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Submit your club activities to newsletter17n@cox.net
Deadline is always the 10th of the month

Around the District

Lion Grace Kneil was recognized by the Bel Aire 
Lions Club with a Melvin Jones Fellowship. Past 
District Governor Richard Caldwell presented the 
recognition at a recent meeting. 

Newton Lions cleaned up along Sand Creek with help from the Newton High School Environmental Club 
and National Honor Society.

The Westphalia Lions served up a picnic as a thank 
you their community for support of the club’s proj-
ects. 
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Derby Noon Lions sorted more than 1400 pairs of 
eyeglassed collected in Derby.  Used eyeglasses-
bring the gift of sight to people in developing na-
tions around the world.  

Wellington Lions hold Strides Walk
Wellington Lions raised awareness about diabetes 
in their community with glucose checks, healthy 
snacks and informative signs with information 
about diabetes placed in Century Park.
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Lions University 
Degrees

Lions from 17N — District  
Governor Lori Horton, Past 
Council Chair Hans Niehardt 
and Second Vice District 
Governor Shari Neihardt 
— received diplomas from 
Lions University at USA/
Canada Forum in Calgary, 
Canada. 

Most Lions Clubs would like to 
promote their club and the great 
work they’re doing in the com-
munity. One of the best and easiest 
tools for that is Facebook. Face-
book maintains 
2.93 billion 
monthly active 
users, and we 
have to meet 
people where 
they are!

Many of our 
district clubs already have a Face-
book page, but if your club doesn’t, 
it’s never too late!

Facebook makes it fairly easy to 
set up a page, but if you need help 
or advice, please feel free to reach 
out to me. 

But it’s not enough to set up a 
page – you have to use it! Here are 
some best practices to get the best 
results from your Facebook promo-

Making your club more visible

Face it: You need to be on Facebook
tions:

 • Invite your friends to follow. 
Tap on the three-dot menu at 
the top of your page and click 
“Invite friends.” Make sure 
all your members invite their 
friends!

• Post regularly. Once a day is 
ideal; weekly is good.

•  Post about club activities, 
events, and service projects. 
Post a few times before the 
event to promote it and then 
after the event to show your 
success.

•  Post about individual mem-
bers and what they love about 
Lions Club.

•  Post about Lions’ service areas 
and what it means to be a 
Lion.

•  Include photos and/or videos. 
Be sure to show people’s faces 
and Lions members “in ac-

tion” rather than just standing 
around.

•  If your club has any budget for 
paid advertising, Facebook is 
a great bang for the buck. You 
can reach thousands of people 
by “boosting” a post for only 
$20-$50. It’s a useful tool to 
promote fundraisers or mem-
bership events.

•  ºIf your town has community 
chat groups on Facebook, don’t 
forget to share your Lions 
Club posts to those groups.

Remember to toot your own 
horn about all the great things 
your club is doing so that your 
community knows who you are 
and just might decide to join you.

Erin McDaniel
Public Relations Chair 17N

emcdaniel@newtonkansas.com
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KANSAS LIONS  SECOND  STATE  COUNCIL  MEETING 
DISTRICT 17-K CONVENTION 

OCTOBER 28-30, 2022     HAYS, KS 
 

HEADQUARTERS HOTEL: HILTON GARDEN INN (Behind Wal-Mart) 
     221 W. 43rd Street, Hays, KS. 
     Phone for Reservations:  785-727-7721 
 
When calling in for a room reservation, please ask for the Lions block and rate.  Use the code Lion D2.   We 
have a reduced rate of $105.  Hotel prices have increased dramatically this past year!   IMPORTANT:   Please 
register with the Lions Information table located in the Convention Center Lobby. to pick up meal tickets and 
purchase Lions pins.   Breakfast is on your own, but District 17-K will have pastries and breakfast burritos 
available for your enjoyment Saturday morning. 
 
Other Hotels close by:  Sleep Inn $104, ask for Lions rate.  1011 E. 41st Street  785-625-2700 
Avid Hotel is $89 (across the street from the Hilton), ask for Lions rate. 785-625-1101   
 
HOSPITALITY ROOM:  District l7-K and area Lions will be hosting a Hospitality Room.  Enjoy 
refreshments and fellowship Friday evening after dinner, and Saturday 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. – 
10:00 p.m. 
 
ROOM RESERVATIONS: Important!!  All rooms must be reserved by September 28th.  
 
MEAL RESERVATIONS:     ALL MEAL RESERVATIONS ARE DUE BY OCTOBER 15TH .  MUST 
HAVE!!!!   PLEASE RESPOND BY THIS DATE!!   It is very important to have all reservations in by this date 
as guarantees for meals must be given several days in advance.     RESERVATIONS REQUIRED FOR ALL 
MEALS.  See attached reservation form. VERY IMPORTANT…restaurant must have numbers!! 
 
Friday evening dinner:  Meet & Greet with ID Ernesto “TJ” Tijerina at Sternberg Museum.  Dinner at 6:30 
p.m., followed by fun entertainment!  Price per person is $10.00.   
 
Saturday Banquet:  Please join the 17-K District Banquet at the Hilton at 12:15 for a wonderful steak and 
chicken meal with the trimmings.  Price per person is $20.00. 
 
ID Tigerina:  Will be speaking at 1:00 p.m. after the meal! 
         
Saturday evening dinner:  Price per person $13.00 for your choice of box meal or salad.  6:30 p.m.  COME 
DRESSED FOR HALLOWEEN!!  PRIZES WILL BE AWARDED!! 
 
Sunday morning  8:00 a.m., Devotion and a meeting hosted by PDG Club.  Council Session at 9:00 a.m. 
  
All meal reservations and payment by OCTOBER 15TH:      TO: Tom Baumann, DG or Diana Baumann 
            2005 Northglen Ln, Hays, 67601       
CHECKS PAYABLE TO:   District 17-K Lions         785-871-1971      
              E-mail:  lion.tom.baumann@gmail.com 
                    LionDianaB@yahoo.com 
 
 

Reservations made and no show will be billed as we are responsible for meals by the due date. 
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RESERVATIONS 
District 17-K Convention and 

SECOND STATE COUNCIL MEETING 
 

RETURN BY OCTOBER 15th   
 

_____reservations for Friday dinner @ 10.00 each 
 
_____reservations for Saturday Banquet  @ 20.00 each 
 
_____reservations for Saturday Evening Meal  @ 13.00 each 
  PLEASE CHOOSE: ________Bacon Chicken Ranch 
      __________Ham & Cheddar 
      __________Italian Sub 
      ________Cobb Salad 
      __________Chef Salad 
PRICES INCLUDE TAX AND GRATUITY 
     **Please include notes for special diets** 
     TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 
 
Name (s)        ___________________________________ 
 
Address        ____________________________________ 
 
Club             ____________________________________ 
RETURN TO:   Tom Baumann, DG 
      2005 Northglen Ln. 
      Hays, KS 67601 
      PHONE: 785-871-1971 
      E-MAIL:  Lion.Tom.Baumann@gmail.com 
 

CHECKS PAYABLE TO:    LIONS DISTRICT 17-K 
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